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DESIGN REFINEMENT



A VARIETY OF WATERFRONT EXPERIENCES
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PROGRAMMING & ACTIVATION



Fountain Square Cincinnati, OH

ALEXANDRIA WATERFRONT 
ACTIVATION PLAN



Public space activation is people:

GATHERING + SOCIALIZING + PLAYING +

DANCING + WORKING + CONTEMPLATING

LOUNGING + SHOPPING + STROLLING +

EATING + PERFORMING + WATCHING +

EXERCISING + CELEBRATING +  PARADING +

DEMONSTRATING + HAVING FUN



Goals of the Activation Plan

• To position the Alexandria Waterfront as a world-class 
waterfront that is vital and innovative while retaining its 
tranquil park like character.

• To enrich the waterfront experience for Alexandrians 
and visitors alike with a sense of history, community 
and celebration.

• To enliven the beautiful public spaces of the Alexandria 
Waterfront during different times of day in all seasons 
of the year.



• To reinforce the unique identity of the Alexandria 
Waterfront with programming that is appropriate to the 
context of each site.

• To implement the Activation Plan in a way that is 
economically and environmentally sustainable.
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OPEN SPACE Founders Park



EDGES Oronoco Bay Park



LEVELS Promenade Classique



ICONS King Street



VISTAS City Marina



WATER Oronoco Bay Park



ACCESS Founders Park



COMFORT Founders Park



PROCESSION ALONG THE WATERFRONT Torpedo Plaza



CULTURAL & ENTERTAINMENT RESOURCES Torpedo Factory



THEMED ACTIVATION AREAS

THEMATIC ZONES



ILLUMINATION AND INNOVATION
ILLUMINATION & INNOVATION



Madison Square Park, NYCINTERACTIVE ILLUMINATION EVENTS



INTERACTIVE ILLUMINATION EVENTS Rotterdam, Netherlands



INTERACTIVE PROJECTION EVENTS Millennium Park, Chicago



PROJECTION MAPPING Brooklyn, NY



SITE SPECIFIC DANCE



ILLUMINATION AND INNOVATION



CONCERTS USING TECHNOLOGY Brooklyn, NY



ILLUMINATION AND INNOVATION



SPOKEN WORD AND STORY TELLING



METROSTAGE Alexandria, VA



KAYAK LAUNCH PAD



ILLUMINATION AND INNOVATION

ENTERTAINMENT & SPECTACLE
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ALEXANDRIA BIRTHDAY PARTY Alexandria, VA



ILLUMINATION AND INNOVATION



HEADLINER CONCERTS Lollapalooza, Chicago



SYMPHONY AND OPERA



ILLUMINATION AND INNOVATION



BOXCAR  THEATER & PROGRAMMING



CULTURAL FESTIVALS



FAMILY FESTIVALS Bronx Zoo, NYC



MARKET EVENTS DeKalb Market, Brooklyn, NY



FLOATING CLASSROOM



FLOATING SWIMMING POOL



SWOON, NYFLOATING ART PROJECTS



FLOATING LOUNGES
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FLOATING LIGHT INSTALLATIONS Philadelphia, PA



FLOATING LANTERNS Bangkok, Thailand



FLOATING WATER SPECTACLE Iliope, France



TEMPORARY LIGHT INSTALLATIONS Longwood Gardens, PA – Bruce Munroe



FAMILY-FRIENDLY PASSIVE ENJOYMENT



STROLLING AND SITTING



DOG WALKING AND JOGGING



PICNICS



TABLE GAMES Bryant Park, NYC



READING ROOM Bryant Park, NYC



INDIVIDUAL ACTIVITY Bryant Park, NYC



Or NON-ACTIVITY Wagner Park, NYC



INDIVIDUAL PRACTICES Tai Chi



ILLUMINATION AND INNOVATION

SOCIABILITY & SEASONALITY



TEMPORARY STRUCTURES PS1, Brooklyn, NY



TEMPORARY STRUCTURES PS1, Brooklyn, NY



SEASONAL ART 



HOLIDAY DECORATIONS



CAFÉ SEATING



WATERFRONT ACTIVITY



ILLUMINATION AND INNOVATION



BUSKERS



ATMOSPHERIC PERFORMANCE



ARTS AND CRAFTS DEMONSTRATIONS AND CLASSES



ILLUMINATION AND INNOVATION
TOWN SQUARE &

CEREMONIAL CENTER



GATEWAY Alexandria, VA



CEREMONIES AND ENACTMENTS Alexandria, VA



PRODUCE MARKETS Union Square, NYC



FLOWER MARKETS San Francisco, CA



ILLUMINATION AND INNOVATION



ICE SKATING RINK Maya Lin, Grand Rapids, Michigan



FIRST NIGHT FINALE Alexandria Waterfront, VA



ILLUMINATION AND INNOVATION
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ROMANTIC MULTI-PURPOSE 
GATHERING SPACE



OUTDOOR DANCING Governor’s Island, NYC



WEDDINGS AND PARTY RENTALS



ILLUMINATION AND INNOVATION



MOVIE SCREENINGS Bryant Park, NYC
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HOLIDAY MARKETS Bryant Park, NY



ILLUMINATION AND INNOVATION



MULTI STAGE FESTIVALS



ILLUMINATION AND INNOVATION

RECREATION & 
FITNESS



FITNESS CLASSES



ILLUMINATION AND INNOVATION



LAWN GAMES



TEMPORARY RECREATION



CHILDRENS PLAY SPACE



KAYAK LAUNCH PAD



TRAPEZE SCHOOL Hudson River,NYC, Yards Park, DC
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THEMED ACTIVATION AREAS

THEMATIC ZONES



PROCESSIONAL THEATER East River Esplande, NYC



WATER PERFORMANCE Alice Farley Dance Theater, NYC, Regata Storica, Venice



PROCESSIONAL PAGEANTRY Hudson River Pageant, NYC



ANNUAL HOLIDAY PARADE OF LIGHTS Alexandria Waterfront, VA



How do we get there?

• A clear plan (with opportunities for growth)

• Excellent design

• Appropriate infrastructure

• Adequate funding

• A well-conceived management structure

• And YOU!



ART & HISTORY



DECEMBER 13, 2010



Alexandria’s Art Policy Goal 

The Alexandria Commission for the Arts and the Public Art Committee embrace the goals 
stated in the City’s 2008 revised Policy on Acquired Art to support the current waterfront 
revitalization effort:

- To integrate art into the City
- To promote public awareness of and interest in art
- To promote Alexandria’s cultural heritage
- To foster tourism and encourage economic development
- To enhance the City’s reputation as a national leader in the arts
- To provide for future artistic endeavors

Goals and Objectives
The purpose of this proposal is twofold: to help the City develop a comprehensive, long-
range plan for public art on the waterfront; and to give guidance to the public, arts 
administrators and artists contributing to the Art Walk Path.

Public art succeeds when it creates a sense of place and complements its environment 
and culture.

Every place has stories to tell.   What are Alexandria’s?  Which belong in the Waterfront?



Six different Thematic Zones have been designated through the 
community design process.  

These are:
   - Gateway North presenting Ambition & Illumination
   - Oronoco Bay characterizing Transformations
   - Founders Park embodying Foundations
   - Torpedo Factory symbolizing Witness to War
   - The Strand reflecting the Working Seaport
   - Gateway South, the southern waterfront Gateway

The ART+HISTORY program presents the waterfront through artworks
     - As integrated into the foundation area design, 
     - As discrete elements repeated appropriately throughout the district, 
     - As stand-alone sculptural memorials depicting specific important times
     in Alexandria’s history, and 
     - As temporary artworks / art events that will draw the people who make
      Alexandria their home back to the waterfront again and again.



THEMED ACTIVATION AREAS

THEMATIC ZONES



GATEWAY NORTH   AMBITION & ILLUMINATION



Tide Lock Park

AMBITION



Glass Factory Boys

AMBITION – GLASSWORKS FACTORY



AMBITION & ILLUMINATION – GLASSWORKS FACTORY



ILLUMINATION



ILLUMINATION Iole Alessandrini, Seattle



ILLUMINATION - EVENTS WATER FIRE, Providence, RI



ILLUMINATION – TEMPORARY ARTWORKS VOYAGE – Aether & Herma, London



ORONOCO BAY   TRANSFORMATIONS



TRANSFORMATIONS – HISTORIES & ECHOS MEMORIAL TO THE ABOLISHMENT OF 
SLAVERY – Nantes, France



TRANSFORMATIONS – HISTORIES & ECHOS ID GATES – Valerie Otani, Portland



TRANSFORMATIONS



TRANSFORMATIONS Alexandria Waterfront, VA



TRANSFORMATIONS – ENVIRONMENTAL BASED ART BRUSH WITH ILLUMINATION –
Buster Simpson, Vancouver



FOUNDERS PARK   FOUNDATIONS



FOUNDATIONS – INTEGRATED ART ELEMENTS



FOUNDATIONS – INTEGRATED ART ELEMENTS



FOUNDATIONS – STORIES OF THE WATERFRONT CLEANING SHAD ON THE DOCKS



FOUNDATIONS – STORIES OF THE WATERFRONT CONFLUENCE – Maya Lin



TORPEDO FACTORY & THE STRAND  WITNESS TO WAR & WORKING SEAPORT



TORPEDO FACTORY – WITNESS TO WAR



TORPEDO FACTORY – WITNESS TO WAR CASA MAGICA



THE STRAND – WORKING SEAPORT GLOW – Janet Echelman



WORKING SEAPORT



WORKING SEAPORT



WORKING SEAPORT – SCULPTURAL ARTWORKS PROP, Richard Deutsh, Oakland



WORKING SEAPORT – EVENT BASED ARTWORK



WORKING SEAPORT – EVENT BASED ARTWORK Oliver Voss, Hambur



GATEWAY SOUTH   GATEWAY



GATEWAY SOUTH – DISCRETE ART ELEMENTS Dennis Openheim, Philadelphia



GATEWAY SOUTH – DISCRETE ART ELEMENTS

UMBRELLA – Benoson Shaw, Seattle

Akio Takamuri, Seattle



GATEWAY SOUTH – DISCRETE ART ELEMENTS WEB – Steven Holl



ART AND AMENITIES Charlotte, NC Light Rail



THEMED ACTIVATION AREAS

THEMATIC ZONES






