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Overview of Solid Waste Services in the City
T&ES Collection Services
• Residents living in detached, single-family homes, duplexes, and some 

townhouses with four or fewer units; ~20,200 households served
• ~250 small businesses and commercial accounts
• 65 schools and government buildings and 150 non-profit organizations 

Commercial Collection
• Commercial properties, multi-family buildings, Homeowners 

Associations are required to provide trash and recycling to tenants
• Commercial properties are required to fill out the Recycling 

Implementation Plan each year
• Accounts for more than 70% of the City’s waste stream
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T&ES Services
• 20,200 households served
• Residential recycling, yard 

waste composting, and trash 
curbside collections

• Leaf/Brush Collection
• Metal and appliances 

collection
• Bulk Trash Pick-Up
• Public Space Trash & Recycling 

Bins
• HHW & Electronic Waste 

Recycling Center
• Composting at Farmers’ 

Markets
• 4 Recycling Drop-Off Centers
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Recycling Process

Single Stream Recycling is collected curbside

Recycling is delivered 
to Transfer Station 
then to a Material 
Recovery Facility 
(MRF)






Global Recycling 
Market Shifts
• Changes in packaging design 
• Confusion of What Goes Where and 

increasing contamination
• China’s National Sword Policies
• Limitations on sorting technologies 

and finding end markets
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What Can I Recycle? 
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Paper
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Flatten All Cardboard - Make sure Clean, Empty & Dry 



Metals
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Labels are OK! Make sure Clean, Empty & Dry 



Plastics
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Labels are OK! Make sure Clean, Empty & Dry 



Glass
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Currently Glass Breaks and gets 
Highly Contaminated
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Alexandria’s Glass Recovery Program
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Partnership with Fairfax County

Partnership with Fairfax County



End Product – Sand & Gravel that can be 
reused in construction and landscaping 
projects



Possible Use
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How to Prepare Your 
Recycling
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How to Prepare Your Recycling: Loose
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Separate Plastic Wrap from Cardboard
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Recycle Plastic Bags, Wrap & Film 
through Store Drop-Off
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Why No Plastic Bags? 
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Think of it as hair getting stuck in your vacuum
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Put Shredded Paper in a Paper Bag, 
then Staple Shut
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What about Pizza Boxes?
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What about Caps?
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Recycle – NO!
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Recycle – ABSOLUTELY NO!



Composting in Alexandria
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Free Composting Service to All City Residents
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What Happens to your 
Food Waste
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Please Don’t Forget –
REDUCE & REUSE FIRST!
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Thank You!
Questions & Answers

More information on Resource Recovery can be found at:

www.alexandriava.gov/ResourceRecovery
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http://www.alexandriava.gov/ResourceRecovery
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