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Fig. 1. Remaining natural areas (outlined in color) of Eisenhower Valley in the City of Alexandria, Virginia that are
regularly stewarded by City natural resource management staff.

The Eisenhower Valley in the City of Alexandria comprises the broad floodplain of lower Holmes Run
and a mosaic of associated tributaries, backswamps, and bottomlands, as well as steep, upland gravelly
slopes, ravines, and terraces at the western edge of the City near Lincolnia. This area is bordered more or
less by Shirley Highway (395) and Fairfax County on the west; Duke St. (Rt. 236) on the north; Hooff’s
Run on the east; and the Capital Beltway (495) and railroad tracks (Southern Railway System) on the
south. (Fig. 1 shows expanse of the valley eastward to Quaker Lane.)

Holmes Run flows under Duke St. at Ben Brenman Park (formerly Cameron Station) to its confluence
with Backlick Run at the south side of the park opposite Tarleton Park. At this point, it becomes
Cameron Run and flows southeastward to the confluence of Hooff’s Run where it becomes Hunting
Creek (Great Hunting Creek) and continues to the mouth of the Potomac River. The tidal reaches of the
Potomac River extend up Cameron Run past Telegraph Rd. to where the Beltway crosses the stream, as
well as up Hooff’s Run to the Alexandria National Cemetery.

In the late 19" century through the 1950s — and more recently in some places - much of this area was rural
and undeveloped with little or no roadways. Areas that were not cleared for pasture or industrial use were
vegetated with extensive bottomland forests and a remarkably diverse flora. Today, much of the valley is
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heavily urbanized with few remaining natural areas. Significant remnants that are actively stewarded by
City natural resource management staff are listed below.

For further information on the flora, natural communities, and geology of this area, as well as natural
resource management in the City, see http://alexandriava.gov/48838 and http://alexandriava.gov/22560.

Stevenson Park:

A 9.04 acre City park (property class 731) at the extreme western edge of the City near the Fairfax
County border in an area of extensive sand and gravel mining in the late 19" and early 20" centuries.
Approximately 5 acres are high-quality forest with numerous old-age upland oaks: Chestnut Oak
(Quercus montana), White Oak (Quercus alba), Southern Red Oak (Quercus falcata), Black Oak
(Quercus velutina), and Scarlet Oak (Quercus coccinea), as well as several natural oak hybrids, including
the City co-champion Bush’s Oak (Q. marilandica x Q. velutina) and the only known location in the City
for Hawkins” Oak (Q. rubra x Q. velutina). Also, this park is the only known location in Alexandria for
Downy Wild Rye (Elymus villosus var. villosus) and one of 2 locations in the City for the regionally-rare
Fragrant Sumac (Rhus aromatica).

Fig. 2. Natural section of Stevenson Park (yellow) and nearby Yoakum Parkway Woods (orange).



The vegetation of the flat gravel terrace is Low-Elevation Mixed Oak / Heath Forest: Quercus alba -
Quercus (coccinea, velutina, montana) / Gaylussacia baccata Forest (USNVC: CEGL008521), though
most of the park’s terrace is occupied by a natural turf athletic field and playground areas. Much of the
remaining woodland at Stevenson Park occupies southwest-facing slopes and ravines and is best
classified as Acidic Oak — Hickory Forest. The stand of old-age (at least 120-150 yr old) Southern Red
Oak along the south-facing slope is perhaps the finest remaining in a City park.

The main threats to the park are potential plans for athletic field expansion or conversion to artificial turf,
which would greatly impact groundwater infiltration and future sustainability of the forested areas. The
loss of native forest, notable trees, and valuable wildlife habitat would also greatly diminish the park and
environs. (Speculative plans for expanding the athletic field at the park that included the removal of acres
of woodland and filling and leveling several ravines were strongly discouraged by natural resource
management staff and may be moot.)

Natural resource management at this site consists of routine control of invasive exotic plants, trash and
litter removal from wooded areas, and floristic inventories.
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Fig. 3. Wooded ravines at the southwestern edge of Stevenson Park. Photo by R.H. Simmons.



Yoakum Parkway Woods:

A forested scenic easement of three contiguous tracts that includes the City-owned parkland site of 1.45
acres at 450 Yoakum Parkway (property class 731); the nearly half-acre (21,148 sqg. ft.) partial scenic
easement for The Park at Landmark at 400 Yoakum Parkway owned by EQR — Fresca 2009 Limited
Partnership; and the nearly half-acre (20,470 sq. ft.) site at 350 Yoakum Parkway owned by Corcoran,
Mullins, and Jennison, Inc. (Fig. 2).

The entire easement of 2.40 acres comprising the three tracts is mature Acidic Oak — Hickory Forest and
is fairly diverse and largely free of invasive exotic plants, much like nearby Stevenson Park. The 350
Yoakum Parkway section is also the only known location in the City for the regionally-rare Violet Bush
Clover (Lespedeza violacea).

Natural resource management at this site consists of infrequent floristic inventories.

Fig. 4. S. Reynolds Street Woods (indigo); Armistead Boothe Park (turquoise); Clermont Swamp Forest (orange);
Bush Hill (brown); Clermont Natural Park (green); Backlick Run and convergence with Holmes Run at Ben
Brenman Park (large white outline) and old-age bottomland forest remnant adjacent to Tarleton Park (small white
outline); Tarleton Park (lavender); Cameron Run Regional Park easement (magenta).



S. Reynolds Street Woods:

A 1.01 acre (44,184 sq. ft.) City-owned wooded scenic easement (property class 731) on the east side of
lower S. Reynolds St. (Fig. 4) with mature canopy trees and several uncommon to rare species in the City,
including Yellow Passionflower (Passiflora lutea) and Red Mulberry (Morus rubra). Unfortunately,
much of the ground and shrub layers of the woodland are overrun with invasive exotic plants.

Natural resource management at this site consists of infrequent floristic inventories, although in 2011
there was a request to set up a volunteer invasive exotic plant removal program at the site.

Armistead Boothe Park:

An approximately 12.55 acre City park (property class 731) at 530 Cameron Station Boulevard that
consists mainly of stands of old trees, playgrounds, mowed turf, and an athletic field. (RPCA park
information website lists the park as 10.81 acres.) Natural features of the site occupy app. 3 acres and
include a very small remnant of upland forest that grows on coarse sandy-gravelly soil of the toe-slope at
the edge of the floodplain (Old Town terrace; Fleming 2008) and old-age bottomland trees that are
characteristic of the ancient, silt-loam soils in many sections of the lower Holmes Run valley.

Fig. 5. Old stand of Shortleaf Pine (Pinus echinata) at Armistead Boothe Park. This stand is regionally significant
and is the largest remaining in the City. Photo by R.H. Simmons.



Old-age, remnant bottomland species at Armistead Boothe Park are Northern Red Oak (Quercus rubra),
Pin Oak (Quercus palustris), Sweetgum (Liquidambar styraciflua), and Shortleaf Pine (Pinus echinata).
The stand of Shortleaf Pine is regionally significant for its size and floodplain association and is the
largest in Alexandria (Fig. 5).

The main threats to the natural features of this park are potential plans for playground, athletic field, or
hardscape expansion that would damage or destroy existing native trees.

Natural resource management at this site consists of routine control of invasive exotic plants, mainly
English vy (Hedera sp.) near the park entrance, and efforts by City natural resource management staff to
restore and expand the existing canopy by planting species of native trees that naturally occur on the site.

Ben Brenman Park:

A large area of 46.29 acres (RPCA lists the park as 59.3 acres) that was re-developed as a City park
(property class 731) with the closing of Cameron Station in the late 1990s, the U.S. Army base that
formerly occupied the site. The park is notable as the location of the confluence of Holmes Run and
Backlick Run, with sections of the park spanning both sides of the streams.

Most of the park is highly developed and consists of broad expanses of maintained turf with
walking/biking trails, a large pond, athletic fields, picnic areas, a dog park, and other amenities. The
narrow walking/biking trail and mowed turf that comprises the adjoining 7.56 acre Cameron Station
Linear Park at 5131 Brawner Place connects Ben Brenman Park and Armistead Boothe Park and is also
a greatly altered landscape, including the concrete flume of channelized Backlick Run that borders the
park.

Few natural features remain at either park. However, the app. 5 acre section of relatively undisturbed
Backlick Run at the eastern end of Cameron Station Linear Park and east of the bridge contain excellent
exposures (ledges) of naturally cemented sandstone (Cameron Valley sand; Fleming 2008) and are
important geologic features.

Also along the shallow waters at the confluence of Holmes Run and Backlick Run are good examples of
sand and gravel depositional bar communities. This natural community type is classified as Piedmont /
Central Appalachian Sand Bar / River Shore (Low Herbs Type): Eragrostis hypnoides - Lindernia dubia -
Ludwigia palustris - Cyperus squarrosus Herbaceous Vegetation (USNVC: CEGL006483), with few
remaining sites in the City.

Also important are the app. 2 acres of remnant bottomland forest that form a grove on the east side of
Holmes Run adjacent to Tarleton Park. Many of these trees are surviving relics of a once-continuous
mosaic of bottomland forest and backswamps that extended throughout the lower Holmes Run valley.
Old-age, remnant bottomland species of the east side of Ben Brenman Park are Green Ash (Fraxinus
pennsylvanica), Pin Oak (Quercus palustris), White Oak (Quercus alba), Northern Red Oak (Quercus
rubra), Sweetgum (Liquidambar styraciflua), and Bitternut Hickory (Carya cordiformis). A few
scattered natural groves of younger trees also occur in the main section of Ben Brenman Park.

Natural resource management at this site mainly consists of efforts by City natural resource management
staff to restore and expand the existing canopy by planting species of native trees that naturally occur on



site. Recent discussions also took place with Basticulturist John Walsh regarding the feasibibf
re-introducing to the City by way of the Ben Brenmi®ark pond several highly state rare Pondweeds
(Potamogetorspp.) that are extirpated in Alexandria.

Clermont Swamp Forest:

A 14.5 acre forested backswamp remnant along thih side of Backlick Run below Ben Brenman Park
at 201 Clermont Ave. (Fig. 4). This site is owrmdthe Norfolk Southern Railway Co. (property class
vacant land-industrial 940) and would be an impurgaoperty to acquire through Open Space funding a
a designated conservation easement.

Despite an abundance of litter and debris frormsteater runoff and past dumping, the hydrologyhef t
site performs an invaluable function, by way of muous braids, hummocks, and depressions, in
mitigating storm water flow and maintaining watesfity in the watershed. Also, the perennial gprin
waters from the sand ridge at Bush Hill flow nor#iva/to Backlick Run and converge with the braided
swamp at this site.

Fig. 6. Piedmont / Central Appalachian FloodpBwamp Forest along Accotink Creek at Eakin Parfkaimfax
County, Virginia. Backswamps along Accotink Creek floristically similar to those of the lower Hioés Run
valley in the City of Alexandria. Photo by R.Hn8nhons.



