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History and Character

Hooff’s Run Park and Greenway contains several city parcels 
acquired over time. Pieced together, the parcels link an almost 
continuous 4.5 acre green system through the Rosemont Historic 
District and neighborhood.

Hooff’s Run travels through the park. Native Americans would 
have fished in the stream and hunted the numerous animals that 
used the water.  There may be archaeological evidence related 
to such activities within the park. There may also be evidence of 
seasonal camps. Three Civil War period houses are documented 
as being east of the current park, though no names are associated 
with the structures.

The Run was once 
navigable for cargo 
boats from Hunting 
Creek to Duke Street. As 
Rosemont developed 
in the early 1900’s, the 
Run presented traffic 
and health problems 
as it would frequently 
flood and became a public dumping ground. As shown in the 
image above, the Washington Times reported on September 3, 
1922, the residents of North Rosemont making the best of the 
flooding situation. Despite this “fun,” The Alexandria Gazette 
reported that the water was considered to be a “standing 
nuisance which not only bed mosquitoes but dangerous fevers.” 
The Run has long since been channelized and covered in asphalt, 
green space, and concrete in some areas.

By 1955, all of the parcels 
making up the current 
park appear to have their 
current boundaries and all 
of the parcels are vacant. By 
1988, the City owned most 
of the parcels that make up 
the current park. The City 
acquired the two parcels 
between Linden Street and 
Rosemont Avenue more 
recently in 1993 and 2013. 
These two parcels are zoned 
for residential use (RB) but 
permit parks within them. 
The rest of the City owned 
parcels are zoned Public 
Open Space (POS) and do 
not allow uses other than 
park and recreational use.

Hooff’s Run Park & Greenway
Today, Hooff’s Run Park and Greenway includes a frequently used 
pedestrian trail from the King Street Metro to Chapman Street. 
The trail is more formal below Rosemont Avenue. Between 
Linden and Maples Streets the trail is somewhat hidden and runs 
along a chain link fence adjacent to the Run.

The playground and basketball court south of Rosemont Avenue 
were both renovated within the past five years. The playground, 
in particular, serves as a neighborhood gathering space for 
families with young children and is used throughout the day. The 
gravel parking lot north of the playground has time restrictions 
and is meant to serve the park and playground. 

Moving north, the concrete area between Maple and Walnut 
Streets covers the Run. The lower portion of the area is private 
property, owned by the adjacent apartment complex. The 
northern portion along Walnut Street (shown below) is publicly 
owned and unused hard space. Across the street, the entrance to 

the park is adjacent 
to a coffee shop, 
which creates a 
social use within 
the site. It is the 
only area not 
surrounded by 
residential use. The 
tennis court in this 
area is one of the 
most popular single 
courts in the City 
and was renovated 
in 2014.

Between Oak and Chapman Streets is an unfenced dog area and 
a parking lot. The dog area has a rules and regulations sign but 
appears as an open space with no apparent recreational use 
(shown below).  The parking lot, beyond the dog area, does not 
have time restrictions and is not used for park use, despite it 

being zoned POS. Most often, neighbors, commuters walking 
to the metro, and commercial vehicles park in the lot for long 
periods of time.
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In 10 years I would like this Park to...
(Top 3 rankings shown; based on a weighted score)

Be a safe place for children to explore1.	

2.	 Be a place to create social connections with neighbors

3.	 Be a place to relax

What would you like done with the basketball court?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 18 72%
Enhance it 7 28%
Transform it 0 0%
Explain
Bench
Maybe have two hoops?
Would be great if it was a full court

Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 9 36%
Enhance it 5 20%
Transform it 11 44%
Explain
It would be nice to use it for something other than a throughway.
Mini skate park would be awesome.
Need a pathway especially with in climate weather
Not sure what this is. 
Seems like wasted space.

What would you like done with the off-leash dog area?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 10 37%
Enhance it 11 41%
Transform it 6 22%
Explain
Bags Benches
Dogs should be on leashes 
Fenced-in dog area
I would like it fenced in, especially since it is so close to the busy road.
Off leash dog area on  600 block of Commonwealth Ave should be fenced in. 
Provide a fenced area for off-leash dog activity.
The dog area at Commonwealth and Oak is very nice, but for safety a low fence would be nice.
Dog parks without fences make absolutely no sense
Putting kids and dogs together is not good.  No one keeps their dog on leash there.

The concrete deck between Maple and Walnut is a terrible eyesore and doesn't drain well
creating vector hazards (mosquitos). The neighborhood would like to see this section 
landscaped similar to other stretches to the south such as between Maple and Linden.

What would you like done with the hard surface area at 
Maple St?

Paint it and make it a space for kids to ride bikes
Remove the concrete cover. Transform it into an open air waterway, similar to between linden 
and maple.
Could be turned into urban park. Great area for kids to ride bikes, play street hockey, four 
square, hopscotch, etc. Lighting should also be improved. 
Remove ugly concrete hard surface to open running water below (like between Maple Ave. and 
Linden St. (or cover with turf/grass)

There's no clear purpose for this.  It begs for transformation.  Could we daylight the stream here 
and provide some habitat for pollinators?
I guess it works for a kids' bike area, but it doesn't make much sense.  It seems like a vacant 
lot.  It could be improved.  Maybe with fake bike lanes/paths for the kids?

There is NO off leash area but people constantly let dogs run all over the park and playground 
and they've been doing it for years
Dog owners would prefer to use the local tennis court since it is safer for their dogs. Perhaps an 
enclosed fenced area for dogs is a good alternative and will preserve tennis courts for tennis 
Add a fence! There are no fenced dog parks on this side of the city. Since we can no longer 
exercise our dog off leash here, it is not a very useful space as is. 

What would you like done with the playground?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 10 37%
Enhance it 15 56%
Transform it 2 7%
Explain
Excited to see new playground.  I hope there is something for older kids (8+) as well.
Let's wait and see.
Under transformation right now I guess.  Thanks.
Was perfectly fine as it was. New design takes over too much lawn area
With the reconstruction, it looks great so far!
looking forward to it!
provide more shade

What would you like done with the seating?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 6 24%
Enhance it 18 72%
Transform it 1 4%
Explain
Need more seating
Some additional benches would be great.
Could use additional

What would you like done with the tennis courts?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 17 68%
Enhance it 7 28%
Transform it 1 4%
Explain
I never think of the tennis court on Commonwealth as part of the park. Nice work re-doing it!
It is veritably unused by tennis players. The recent renovation was a waste of money
Nicely repaired, thank you!
Re-seed grass; plant new trees; replace curbs
Nice job with the renovation

Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 13 50%
Enhance it 10 39%
Transform it 3 11%
Explain
Please continue to maintain the grass and trees.
Re-seed grass; replace wooden markers; install new fence along church property line
This isn't used as a trail much, as it's not very nice.  Seems like wasted space.
Trail between E Linden and E Maple should be paved. 

What would you like done with the trail from the Metro 
to Chapman St.?

I'm not sure what this means. The bike path down Commonwealth is fine. If we added anything, 
I'd say add pylons that ensure cars don't cross into bike path.

Tennis court is 1 mile from middle of Old Town and middle of Del Ray Mt. Vernon Ave shops. 
Bikeshare station would be an ideal addition. Also, add seating (tables and chairs) for neighbors 
to enjoy the shady green areas. 

Seating should be installed in park between Walnut & Oak. Would allow neighbors to picnic with 
kids, people to use the park while working from home, could take coffee, etc. from Grape & 
Bean and enjoy in the park. 

Will wait until it's finished.  It was terrible timing to do the renovation during the time most people 
use it.  Should have been done over the winter.

In Fall 2014, staff collected community feedback to understand how the Park is used and how it could be improved in the future. The 
following information summarizes what we heard through an online survey, community workshop, and “graffiti board” in the park. 
Over 270 people responded to the survey in total, thirty-nine of which were specific to Hooff’s Run Park and Greenway. Staff used 
the collected information to develop draft park plans. 

Community Feedback

What would you like done with the open lawn area?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 19 68%
Enhance it 8 29%
Transform it 1 3%
Explain
Please continue to maintain the grass and trees.

What would you like done with the parking lot?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 13 54%
Enhance it 2 8%
Transform it 9 38%
Explain
Eliminate it and transform into community garden space. 
No need for a parking lot.
Use it for something fun.
Kids bike area

This area is completely unused
Love this! keeping it regularly mowed is great. New trees are a nice addition. To the degree 
possible, please keep it open. Kids love to play there.

Replace parking lot, which currently serves as a commuter lot for non-residents and, despite 
signs, a long-term parking lot. Replace with open space or other amenities.
The parking lot at E Chapman and Commonwealth should become green space to enhance 
increasing numbers of children in the neighborhood (as supported by the numbers at Maury 
Elem. School). That area is a parking lot because of the culvert and inability to build on it, and as 
such, given the ever decreasing amount of green space in this city, my vote is to enhance with 
green. There is plenty of parking space all along Commonwealth Ave for public parking. The 
Baptist Church that used to rent this parking lot (years ago for $1.00 per year) does not have 
any particular need for it now.
My entire block would like to do away with the parking lot as it is used by MD commuters and 
construction workers and, for some, is perceived to be a safety concern AND an eye sore. 
This parking lot is often used by people from out of the area during the day, and provides 
"overflow" parking for some local residents.  Generally, though, it is an area that is underutilized 
by the community as a whole.  Moreover, it could be converted into an entity that absorbs 
rainwater, perhaps used as a local community food garden, and other things.
Would love to see something like a park or garden at this spot.  Parking is NOT needed for 
people that live in the community.  There are about 50+ kids within a block radius, so kid friendly 
would be nice.
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In 10 years I would like this Park to...
(Top 3 rankings shown; based on a weighted score)

Comments from Community Workshop held on 
October 25, 2014

What would you like done with the open lawn area?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 19 68%
Enhance it 8 29%
Transform it 1 3%
Explain
Please continue to maintain the grass and trees.

What would you like done with the parking lot?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 13 54%
Enhance it 2 8%
Transform it 9 38%
Explain
Eliminate it and transform into community garden space. 
No need for a parking lot.
Use it for something fun.
Kids bike area

This area is completely unused
Love this! keeping it regularly mowed is great. New trees are a nice addition. To the degree 
possible, please keep it open. Kids love to play there.

Replace parking lot, which currently serves as a commuter lot for non-residents and, despite 
signs, a long-term parking lot. Replace with open space or other amenities.
The parking lot at E Chapman and Commonwealth should become green space to enhance 
increasing numbers of children in the neighborhood (as supported by the numbers at Maury 
Elem. School). That area is a parking lot because of the culvert and inability to build on it, and as 
such, given the ever decreasing amount of green space in this city, my vote is to enhance with 
green. There is plenty of parking space all along Commonwealth Ave for public parking. The 
Baptist Church that used to rent this parking lot (years ago for $1.00 per year) does not have 
any particular need for it now.
My entire block would like to do away with the parking lot as it is used by MD commuters and 
construction workers and, for some, is perceived to be a safety concern AND an eye sore. 
This parking lot is often used by people from out of the area during the day, and provides 
"overflow" parking for some local residents.  Generally, though, it is an area that is underutilized 
by the community as a whole.  Moreover, it could be converted into an entity that absorbs 
rainwater, perhaps used as a local community food garden, and other things.
Would love to see something like a park or garden at this spot.  Parking is NOT needed for 
people that live in the community.  There are about 50+ kids within a block radius, so kid friendly 
would be nice.

In 10 years I would like this park to….
Item Score Overall Rank
Be a safe place for children to explor 195 1
Be a place to create social connectio 187 2
Be a place to relax 160 3
Help reduce environmental impacts f 138 4
Provide opportunity to explore nature 135 5
Be a space to go exercise on my own 122 6
Have lots of activity 92 7
Provide organized recreational oppor 76 8
Provide educational opportunities 59 9
Be more accessible 31 10

Response

Response

Score is a weighted calculation. Items ranked first are valued higher than 

Is there anything else you would like to tell us about the 
Park?

Love the open space. The playground is going to be great.
More shade is better
Please turn the parking lot into green space!
Preserve nature and enhance neighbor gatherings
We are so excited for the new playground!

What is currently NOT in the Park that you would like to 
see there?

More lawn space adjacent to the dog park - which could be achieved by reclaiming the 
"Maryland Commuter" Parking lot at the intersection of Commonwealth and Chapman.
Tables and chairs. Community gathering places. Access to electricity for block parties and other 
neighborhood events.

A decent water fountain
A direct, off-road path to the metro, for walking and commuting
A fenced dog park. (x4)
A splash park would be so cool!
Additional seating and adult exercise equipment
An area for kids to bike ride
Fitness trail things?
More lighting, street hockey rink
Practice turf (artificial, all weather) for soccer
Soccer fields. Maybe the basketball court could double as a futsal court.
expanded tennis courts w/ backboard
obvious connection between elements of the park
The less clutter the better. To return to most natural state possible would be best. The recently 
reconstructed hard concrete surface between Walnut and Maple Streets was a real big (and 
probably expensive) disappointment

We love "Blue Park" and can't wait for construction to be done
1) There must be a better way to connect the park to the Grape & Bean, at Walnut St. 2) I am 
confident there would be great neighborhood support for completely transforming the parking lot 
at Chapman St.
It would be appropriate to name the park between Walnut and Oak (including the tennis court) 
after the late Ron Kirby who lived nearby and used the park for dog walking and tennis.
It is wonderful to have these surveys to get our comments heard. I like the logistics of question 
7!
It seems disjointed. Would love it to be a nice thoroughfare for the kids. Either ditch the parking 
lot or clean it up.
I know a lot of neighbors are clamoring for a fenced-in dog park. I hope everyone keeps in mind
the extra traffic/parking/noise that would entail in an otherwise quiet residential area.
Great opportunity to educate about stormwater. Daylight some of the storm sewer! Provide an 
opportunity to reconnect with a historical waterway - paths along it. What an opportunity!!
Two years ago, or more, my neighborhood signed a petition to remove the parking lot at
Chapman and Commonwealth because it attracted too many cars for a small neighborhood 
street with lots of kids - a safety and security issue. It is also used for commuters from Maryland 
and workers walking to construction jobs (check it out in the AM). It is also considered an eye 
The park between the Metro and Rosemont and between Walnut & Oak are natural gathering 
places. The parks are underutilized and would be great locations for neighborhood holiday 
parties, summer block parties, etc.

Transform hard surface. •	
Concrete surface is a 
useless eyesore. Do 
something cool with the 
concrete (e.g painted kids 
track, hop scotch)
Transform parking lots. •	
Look at a park pavilion in 
the parking lot
Investigate further •	
commuter behavior, 
Churches schedule and 
parking use as well as 
Pre-K
Put in new signage •	
throughout the park to 
inform the public what’s 
in the park

Put in a curb cut to •	
playground from 
Rosemont Ave
Preserve resource •	
protection area as a 
footpath only. Provide 
some low-level lightning
Enhanced stabilize trail. •	
Add lighting for safety
Transform trail. Light the •	
gravel lot between Linden 
and Rosemont
Enhance dog park safety •	
with a fence or other on 
Commonwealth Ave.

Graffiti Sign
A “graffiti sign” in the Park had a marker attached and asked 
park users to write down what they would like their park 
to look like in the future. Park users recorded the following 
comments between September to November 2014 

Draft Plan Feedback
In Spring 2015, the community provided feedback on the draft 
park plan (shown below) through online surveys (see appendix 
for full results), park signs and public meetings. Staff also met 
with the Rosemont Citizens Association. Based on information 
from the Spring 
input phase, staff 
updated the plans 
to best represent 
current and future 
community needs.
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1Convert half of the parking lot to create recreational space
The existing parking lot is, for the most part, not used for park users, 
despite it being within an area zoned for recreational purposes. Sta� 
supports converting half of the parking lot to recreational space, as 
suggested through neighborhood petitions and community feedback. 
As an interim use the asphalt could be painted with tricycle tracks and 
used as black top space for children. The long-term phase includes 
restoring the asphalt to  landscaped green space with grass, benches 
and shade. The portion of the parking lot that would remain would 
include six spaces, two of which would be accessible spaces. 

1

2

Transportation and Environmental Services is considering a bike share 
station for the corner of Maple and Commonwealth. It is in an ideal location 
for a bike share station because it is 1/2 mile from other bike share stations 
and a short distance from commercial areas. 

Add park furniture
The park entrance at Walnut and Marsteller Streets is very shaded from 
three large and well established trees. The shade provides a great location 
to place benches for park users to enjoy a cup of co�ee or socialize. A trash 
can and small park information board can also be placed at this site.

3

Transform the concrete area with public art
The concrete surface currently serves no above ground purpose other than 
to cover a culvert. This plan recommends that the O�ce of the Arts conduct 
a “call to artists,” per the 2014 Public Art Master Plan implementation 
strategy, to �nd site speci�c and interactive design for the surface. 

4

Renovate trail between Maple and Linden Streets
While used by many pedestrians, the existing trail has hidden entrances and 
feels unsafe. The adjacent fence has deteriorated with overgrown vines and 
brush within it. A new fence, marked entrances, and new pervious surfacing 
would make this path a safer route and community asset. Improvements 
would maintain a natural character as much as possible while eradicating 
and managing the invasive species.

6

Consider access easement to connect trail
The parcel at Maple Street that seems to connect the trail is private 
property. An access easement along the site would complete a public path 
from the Metro through Rosemont. If pursused, the easement would be 
voluntary by the property owner and is not for the City’s determination.

5

Resolve drainage and ADA concerns through parking lot renovation
Community feedback indicated ponding and associated mosquito issues in 
the parking lot. The lot is also unstripped. This plan recommends replacing 
the parking lot surface with a pervious asphalt surface to allow water to 
�ow through. The lot should also be stripped, including accessible spaces, 
and marked with standard signs to indicate that it is parking for park use. 
Bike racks can also be added to the lot.

7

Install way�nding signage
Signs with a map of the park will help identify the park and orient trail users. 
Signs will also include standard park rules and regulation signs.

8

5

Enhance the unfenced dog area and add shrubs and a natural 
barrier along the street
The unfenced dog area is located next to a busy street. While there was 
some community support for a fenced dog area in Hoo�s Run Park & 
Greenway, there are no appropriate locations in the park as the Dog 
Park Master Plan guidelines for new fenced dog areas calls for 1/2 acre 
and 50 ft. from a residential property. This plan recommends shrubs 
and other plantings along Commonwealth Avenue and Oak Street to 
de�ne the edge of the unfenced dog area and create a natural barrier 
to stop unleashed dogs from going into the street.

Note: This plan does not recommend further improvements  south of 
Rosemont Avenue at this time because the area was recently updated as 
part of the playground renovation. 

*

*

Improvement Recommendations
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Implementation Strategy

This plan uses citizen input and considers other external considerations to determine how to address park improvements 
incrementally over time. Most of the recommendations in the plan can be implemented independent of other projects 
as funding is available, whether through city or non-city funds. The cost estimates (in 2015 dollars) do not include 
operating costs. Prior to the implementation of any recommendation, operating costs, if any, must be considered. 

The priority for each recommendation is shown as “low,” “medium,” or “high.” RPCA determined these rankings based 
upon (1) park user safety, (2) community prioritization feedback and the results of the 2011 and 2013 Parks and Recreation 
Needs Assessment, (3) life span of the existing conditions, (4)potential for non-city funding sources, (5) level of user 
impact, (6) relationship to other projects.

Hooffs Run Park and Greenway

# Recommendation Priority
Estimated Cost

Associated Recommendations Dept Lead

1
Convert half the parking lot to create 
recreational space High

75,000-100,000

Estimated cost is for long-term 
convesion. In the interim, the black top 
space can be painted and chairs may be 
added to the site for under $10,000. 
Long-term plans should be done in 
coordination with recommendation #2. TES/RPCA

2

Enhance the unfenced dog area and add 
shrubs and a natural barrier along the 
street High

15,000-25,000 Should be done in coordination with 
recommendation #1. RPCA

3 Add park furniture Medium 10,000-15,000 RPCA

4
Transform the concrete area with public 
art Medium

20,000-50,000
RPCA

5 Consider access easement to connect trail Low
N/A

RPCA

6
Renovate trail between Maple and Linden 
Streets High

50,000-65,000
RPCA

7
Resolve drainage and ADA concerns 
through parking lot renovation Medium

75,000-100,000
RPCA/TES

8 Install wayfinding signage Medium 5,000-10,000 RPCA
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Convert half of the parking lot to expand the unfenced dog 
area and add shrubs and natural barrier along street
The existing parking lot is, for the most part, not used for park 
users, despite it being within an area zoned for recreational 
purposes. There is community support for a fenced dog area in 
Hoo�s Run Park & Greenway, however, there are no appropriate 
locations as the Dog Park Master Plan stipulates that fenced dog 
areas must be 1/2 acre and 50 ft. from a residential property. 

The existing unfenced dog area could be expanded into the 
parking lot. Shrubs and other plantings can be planted along 
Commonwealth Ave and Oak street to de�ne the edges of the 
unfenced dog area and create a natural barrier to stop unleashed 
dogs from going into the street.

2

1 Install bike share station
The parking lot is located in an ideal location for a bike share 
station because it is 1/2 mile from other bike share stations and a 
short distance from commercial areas. (This station would need to 
be re-located upon implementation of recommendation #2).

Install backboard at the tennis court for solo play
There is community support to add a backboard to this already 
popular tennis court to allow for solo practice.

3

Add park furniture
The park entrance at Walnut and Marsteller Streets is very shaded 
from three large and well established trees. The shade provides 
a great location to place benches for park users to enjoy a cup of 
co�ee or socialize. A trash can and small park information board 
can also be placed at this site.

4

Paint or cover the concrete area with public art
The concrete surface currently serves no above ground purpose 
other than to cover a culvert. This plan recommends that the 
O�ce of the Arts conduct a “call to artists,” per the 2014 Public Art 
Master Plan implementation strategy, to �nd an enlivening and 
interactive design for the surface. 

5

Renovate trail between Maple and Linden Streets
While used by many commuters to and from the Metro, the 
existing trail has hidden entrances and feels unsafe. The adjacent 
fence has deteriorated with overgrown vines and brush within 
it. A new fence, marked entrances, and new pervious surfacing 
would make this path a safer route and community asset. 

7

Consider access easment to connect trail
The parcel at Maple Street that seems to connect the trail is 
private property. An access easment along the site would 
complete a public path from the Metro through Rosemont.

6

Renovate the parking lot to de�ne the space 
The existing gravel parking lot appears informal and non-
standard. This plan recommends replacing the parking lot surface 
with a pervious asphalt surface to allow water to �ow through. 
The lot should also be stripped and marked with standard signs 
to indicate that it is parking for park use. Bike racks can also be 
added to the lot.

8

Install way�nding signage
Signs with a map of the park will help identify the park and orient 
trail users.

*Note: This plan does not recommend further improvements  
south of Rosemont Avenue at this time because the area was 
recently updated as part of the playground renovation. 

9

6
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