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The City of Alexandria is well known for providing areas for dog exercise within its park system. 
Leashed dogs have always been welcome in the city’s parks, and in 2000 a Master Plan for Dog 
Exercise Areas and Fenced Dog Parks (Appendix 1) was approved by the City Council that defines 
areas for unleashed dog exercise and establishes guidelines for the creation of any new fenced 
dog parks and dog exercise areas. The plan was submitted to City Council by the Park and 
Recreation Commission after a lengthy period of review and public involvement and responds 
to a community identified need for dog parks as well as addresses concerns raised related to 
unleashed dog activities in the city’s parks.

City of Alexandria Dog Park Master Plan (2000)

For the enjoyment of City residents and their dogs, the following rules apply at the Dog Parks 
and Exercise Areas:

All dogs must be under the owner's/handler's control.•	
Only three dogs per person (owner/handler) are allowed.•	
All dog handlers must have a leash in hand at all times.•	
No female dogs in heat are allowed.•	
Only dogs 4 months and older are allowed.•	
Dogs must be legally licensed, vaccinated and wearing both current tags.•	
Dog owners/handlers must keep their dog(s) in view at all times.•	
Any bite of a person or other dog must be immediately reported to Alexandria Animal •	
Control and parties involved must wait for an officer to respond, except in the case 
where immediate medical care is needed.
Dogs must not be allowed to bark incessantly or to the annoyance of the neighborhood.•	
Dog owners/handlers must immediately pick up and dispose of, in trash receptacles, all •	
dog feces.
Aggressive dogs are not allowed at any time. An aggressive dog is defined as a dog(s) •	
posing a threat to human beings or other dogs. Owners(handlers) are legally responsible 
for their dog(s) and any injury caused by them. Dogs must be on leash when entering 
and exiting.

In addition to the above rules, the following applies at Fenced Dog Parks:
Children under the age of 16 must be accompanied by an adult when inside a Fenced •	
Dog Park. 
Food is not allowed inside the Fenced Dog Park, nonalcoholic beverages are allowed.•	
If people are not abiding by these regulations, please contact Alexandria Animal Control •	
at 703.746.4774

Rules and Regulations
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Per Section 6-1-2.2 of the City Code, the City Manager has the authority to designate new dog 
exercise areas and fenced dog parks. Since the adoption of the Master Plan, and in accordance 
with the Code, a fenced dog park at Carlyle has been added to the inventory and a new fenced 
dog park has also been approved though the agreement of the Potomac Yard Coordinated 
Development District and will soon be added to the city’s fenced dog park system. 
The following criteria were recommended by the Parks and Recreation Commission and 
approved by City Council to be used by the City Manager as guidelines for the designation of 
future sites for new Dog Exercise Areas and Fenced Dog Parks:

Area must be at least ½ acre, or 21,789 square feet.1.	
Area must be at least 50 feet from a residential property line, or 50 feet from a 2.	
commercial/industrial structure.
Area must be at least 60 feet from the top of a bank of any stream bed or water source. 3.	
It will be located to minimize the potential for wildlife and habitats, and is subject 
to normal environmental assessment procedures, including the Chesapeake Bay 
Preservation Act.
Area must be easily accessible for police and animal control protection.4.	
Unfenced areas must be a safe distance away from roadways.5.	
For fenced Dog Parks, there must be adequate monies available to establish landscaping 6.	
and buffers around perimeter.

 

Guidelines for New Dog Areas



5Winter 2011

The Department of Recreation, Parks, and Cultural Activities provides Dog Exercise Areas and 
Fenced Dog Parks for the convenience and enjoyment of City residents. Off-leash Dog Parks are 
an important part of the City's park system. They provide designated areas for dogs and their 
owners to exercise and recreate without disrupting other uses of the parks. The City has 18 such 
areas, including those listed in the Master Plan for Dog Exercise Areas and Fenced Dog Parks, as 
well as fenced dog parks designated by the City Manager subsequent to adoption of the plan.

Dog Exercise Areas and Fenced Dog Parks

Arlington County

Fairfax County

Potomac River

Unfenced Dog Exercise Area

Fenced Dog Park

ParkN

Designated Dog Areas

Timberbranch Parkway
Median at Timberbranch Dr.

Mt. Jefferson Park & Greenway
at Raymond Ave

Simpson Stadium Park
at Monroe Ave

Braddock Rd & Commonwealth Ave.
southeast corner

Four Mile Run Park
at Edison St. cul-de-sac

Chinquapin Park 
east of loop by tennis courts

Monticello Park
enter at Beverely and cross bridge

between Oak and Chapman Streets
Hooff's Run Park & Greenway

Montgomery Park
at Fairfax and 1st St

Carlyle Dog Park

Founders Park
at Oronoco and Union Streets

Pomander Park
at Gibbon and Union Streets

Fort Williams Park
at Ft. Williams Pkwy and Tupelo Pl 

Fort Ward Park 
east of Park Road

Chambliss Park
north of Tennis Court

Duke Street Dog Park
enter on Duke St. east of Beatley Library

Tarleton Park

Ben Brenman Park
cross bridge over Backlick Creek

along Old Mill Run west of Gordon St.

450 Andrews Street
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Ben Brenman Dog Park
Features:

13,609 sq. ft.•	
Double fenced entrance•	
Stone dust surface•	
3 Benches•	
1 Trash can•	
Off-street parking available•	

Ben Brenman Park 
13,515 sq. ft.
Single fence entrance
Dirt groundcover
Pedestrian entrance from Deer Run Ct. pathway

Deer Run Ct.

Dog Park

N 
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Dog Run Park at Carlyle

Features
30,166 sq. ft.•	
Area for large dogs and area for small dogs•	
Double fenced entrances•	
Grass/dirt surface in large dog park•	
Pea gravel in small dog park•	
2 Water fountains•	
10 Benches•	
3 Trash cans•	
Overhead lights•	
Parking available•	

Big Dog Park

Andre
w’s L

ane

Jamiso
n St

Mill Road

Small
Dog 
Park
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Chambliss Dog Exercise Area
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Gary Ave

Features
2,676 sq. ft.•	
Grass surface•	
1 bench•	
3 Trash cans•	
Signage•	
Parking available•	
Unfenced area marked by bollards•	

N 
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Chinquapin Dog Exercise Area
Features

10,453 sq. ft.•	
Unfenced area marked by bollards•	
Grass surface•	
Overhead lights•	
Parking available•	
1 Trash can•	

Braddock Road

Chinquapin Drive

N 
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Duke Street Dog Park
Features

42,580 sq. ft.•	
Double fenced entrance•	
Grass/dirt surface•	
3 benches•	
Signage•	
2 Trash cans•	

Duke Street

Ben Brenman Park

Duke Street Dog Park

Foxchase

Text

Duke Street Dog Park
42,580 sq ft
Double fence entrance
Grass groundcover
Pedestrian entrance o� of Duke Street 

N 
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Fort Ward Dog Exercise Area

N. Van Dorn St

West Braddock Road
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Features
12,085 sq. ft.•	
Unfenced area marked by bollards•	
Grass surface•	
Signage•	
1 Trash can•	
Parking available•	
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Founders Park Dog Exercise Area
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Features
11,232 sq. Ft.•	
Unfenced area marked by bollards•	
Grass surface•	
Signage•	
2 Trash cans•	
Overhead lighting•	
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Four Mile Run Dog Exercise Area

0 250125
Feet[ TextFour Mile Run

7,261 sq. ft.
unfenced dog area

Edison 
St

M
ount Vernon Avenue

Features
7,261 sq. ft.•	
Unfenced area marked by bollards•	
Grass surface•	
Signage•	
3 Trash cans•	
Overhead lighting•	

N 
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Braddock and Commonwealth Dog Area
Features

9,434 sq. ft.•	
Unfenced area•	
Grass surface•	
Signage•	
1 Trash can•	

Braddock Road
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Fort Williams Parkway Dog Exercise Area

0 3015
Feet[ Text
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Dearborn Place

Fort Williams Parkway
2,050 sq. ft.
Unfenced dog exercise area

N 

Features
2,570 sq. ft.•	
Unfenced area marked by bollards•	
Grass surface•	
Signage•	
1 Trash can•	
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Hooff’s Run Dog Exercise Area

0 8040
Feet[ Text

Chapman Street

Com
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Oak Street

Hoo�’s Run
8,718 sq. ft.
unfenced dog area

Features
8,718 sq. ft.•	
Unfenced area marked by bollards•	
Grass surface•	
Signage•	
1 Trash can•	
Parking available•	

N 
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Montgomery Park Dog Park

1st Street

Montgomery Street
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Features
4,328 sq. ft.•	
Fenced dog park with single gate entrance•	
Gravel surface•	
Signage•	
1 Trash can•	
1 Bench•	
Parking available•	

N 
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Monticello Dog Exercise Area
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Features
5,167 sq. ft.•	
Unfenced area unmarked •	
Grass surface•	
Signage•	
1 Trash can•	
2 Benches•	

N 
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Mt. Jefferson Dog Exercise Area

0 8040
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E Raymond Avenue

D
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Mt. Je�erson Park
7,131 sq. ft.
unfenced dog area

Features
9,434 sq. ft.•	
Unfenced area•	
Grass surface•	
Signage•	
1 Trash can•	
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Pomander Park Dog Exercise Area
Features

26,323 sq. ft.•	
Unfenced area•	
Grass surface•	
Signage•	
2 Trash can•	
1 Bench•	
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Simpson Dog Park
Features

35,868 sq. ft. •	
Double fenced entrance•	
Granite fines/stone dust surface•	
1 Water fountain•	
5 Benches•	
Signage•	
3 Trash cans•	
Parking available•	

N 

Note: Aerial image was taken before construction on Monroe Avenue had been completed.
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Tarleton Park Dog Exercise Area
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Features
5,661 sq. ft.•	
Unfenced area•	
Grass surface•	
2 Trash cans•	
5 Benches•	

N 
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Timberbranch Park Dog Exercise Area

Tim
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Parkway Terrace

Features
705 sq. ft.•	
Unfenced area•	
Grass surface•	
1 Trash can•	

Issues and Concerns:
No bollards•	
No rules and regulations signage•	
Under 10,000 sq. ft. (well below recom-•	
mended 21,780 sq. ft.)

2000 Master Plan Recommendations:
Clearly define area and avoid areas cov-•	
ered by poison ivy (unmet).

N 
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Appendix 1: 	 September 25, 2000 City Council Docket Item, “Approval of the Park and 			 
Recreation Commission’s Master Plan for Dog Exercise Areas and Fenced Dog Parks”
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Appendix 2: 	 City Code Sec. 6-1-2.2 “Dog Exercise Areas; Designation by City Manager; 
Prohibited Conduct”

Sec. 6-1-2.2  Same--dog exercise areas; designation by city manager; prohibited conduct.
(a)   As used in this section:

(1)   Commercial dog handler  shall mean any person who boards, keeps, handles or walks 
dogs owned by another person for compensation.  
(2)   Dog exercise area  shall mean an area of open space, owned or controlled by the city and 
fenced or unfenced, which has been designated and posted as a dog exercise area by the city 
manager, pursuant to this section.  
(3)   Owner  shall mean any person having a right of property in a dog, and any person who 
keeps or harbors a dog or has it in his care or control, or who acts as its custodian, including, 
but not limited to, a commercial dog handler, and any person who permits a dog to remain on 
or about any premises occupied by him.  
(4)   Aggressive dog  shall mean a dog which is capable of inflicting death or serious injury on 
a person or another animal and which:  

(i)   has, without provocation, attacked or bitten a person engaged in a lawful activity;
(ii)   has, while off the property of its owner and without provocation, killed or seriously 
injured another animal;
(iii)   has, without provocation, chased, confronted or approached a person on a street, 
side walk or other public property in a menacing fashion such as would put an average 
person in fear of attack;
(iv)   has exhibited a propensity, tendency or disposition to attack, cause injury or 
threaten the safety of persons or other animals without provocation; or
(v)   has acted in a manner that causes or should cause its owner to know that it is 
potentially vicious.

(b)   The city manager may designate and post dog exercise areas in the city, in accordance 
with the provisions of this section and of the "Dog Exercise Areas and Fenced Dog Parks Master 
Plan," adopted by city council on September 27, 2000, as such provisions may be amended by 
the council from time to time.
(c)   Within a dog exercise area, dogs under the care, custody and control of an owner are 
permitted to run free, without a leash, lead or other restraint, but subject to the provisions of 
this section, and to any rules or regulations promulgated by the city manager pursuant to this 
section, and applicable within such dog exercise area.

(d)   No such owner shall have in a dog exercise area:
(1)   more than three dogs;
(2)   a dog that is not in such owner's view and under his or her voice control;
(3)   a dangerous dog as defined in section 5-7-31(c);
(4)   a vicious dog as defined in section 5-7-31(m);
(4.1)   an aggressive dog as defined in subsection (a) of this section;
(5)   a female dog in season;
(6)   a dog that is less than four months old;
(7)   if such owner is a resident of the city, a dog that is not inoculated and licensed in 
accordance with sections 5-7-38 and 5-7-47 of this code;
(8)   if such owner is not a resident of the city, a dog that has not been inoculated with 
an anti-rabic vaccine that is in accordance with the latest edition of the "Compendium 
of Animal Rabies Control" issued by the National Association of State Public Health 
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Veterinarians, Inc., and evidence that such dog has been inoculated.
(9)   The prohibitions established by paragraphs (3), (4) and (4.1) of this subsection shall 
apply to any dog which meets the respective definition, without regard to the jurisdictional 
residence of the dog's owner or of the dog, or to whether the dog has been declared to be 
a vicious, dangerous or aggressive dog under Virginia law, or the similar laws of any other 
jurisdiction. The director of recreation, parks and cultural activities, with the concurrence 
of the chief animal control officer, may notify, in writing, the owner or custodian of any 
such dog found in a dog exercise area that such dog is subject to the prohibitions of this 
subsection.

(e)   No child less than 16 years of age shall be permitted in a dog exercise area which is fully 
enclosed by a fence unless accompanied by an adult.
(f)   The city manager may promulgate such additional rules and regulations, not inconsistent 
with the provisions of this section and of the "Dog Exercise Areas and Fenced Dog Parks Master 
Plan," as he deems necessary and appropriate to implement or enforce the provisions of this 
section.
(g)   The director of recreation, parks and cultural activities shall cause one or more signs to be 
posted in a visible location in any dog exercise area. Such signs shall inform the public of the 
existence of the dog exercise area, the geographic limits of the area, the limitations imposed by 
subsection (d), subsection (e) if applicable, and such other rules and regulations promulgated by 
the city manager as may be applicable.
(h)   Any person who violates any provision of this section shall be liable for a class four civil 
penalty, as prescribed in section 1-1-11 of this code. (Ord. No. 4162, 9/27/00, Sec. 1; Ord. No. 
4520, 2/23/08, Sec. 2)

Appendix 2: 	 City Code Sec. 6-1-2.2 “Dog Exercise Areas; Designation by City Manager; 
Prohibited Conduct”


