City of Alexandria, Virginia
CITY COUNCIL NAMING COMMITTEE

Tuesday, December 15, 2020
7:30 a.m.

AGENDA
1. Call to Order: Councilwoman Pepper, Chair

Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic emergency, the December 15, 2020 meeting of the City
Council Naming Commission is being held electronically pursuant to Virginia Code
Section 2.2-3708.2(A)(3), the Continuity of Government ordinance adopted by the City
Council on June 20, 2020 or Sections 4-0.00(g) in HB29 and HB30 to undertake essential
business. All of the members of the Board and staff are participating from remote
locations through a Zoom Webinar. This meeting is being held electronically, unless a
determination is made that it is safe enough to be held in person at City Hall, 301 King
Street, Alexandria, VA. Electronic access will be provided in either event. The meeting
can be accessed by the public through the Zoom Hyperlink and/or phone number below.

Registration is required so please register in advance for this webinar:
https://zoom.us/webinar/registert/ WN_GZ5xmR9ySumv3UODGRV16¢g

Meeting ID: 961 3112 2164
Passcode: 844879
Dial-in; 301-715-8592

Public comment will be received at the meeting. Following the Zoom Webinar, the
meeting may be viewed at the Department of Recreation, Parks & Cultural Activities’
Park Planning website at https://www.alexandriava.gov/18078.

For reasonable disability accommodation, contact Jack Browand at
Jack.Browand@alexandriava.gov or 703.746.5504, Virginia Relay 711. We request that
you provide a 48-hour notice so that the proper arrangements can be made.

2. Consideration of Renaming Swamp Fox Road
Alexa Powell, Urban Planner, Planning & Zoning

3. Consideration of Renaming 3550 Commonwealth Avenue Park
Judy Lo, Acting Principal Planner, Recreation, Parks & Cultural Activities
Ana Vicinanzo, Urban Planner II, Recreation, Parks & Cultural Activities

4. Public Comment

5. Adjournment


https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_GZ5xmR9ySumv3UODGRV16g
https://www.alexandriava.gov/18078
mailto:Jack.Browand@alexandriava.gov

City of Alexandria, Virginia

MEMORANDUM
DATE: DECEMBER 15, 2020
TO: CITY COUNCIL NAMING COMMITTEE

COUNCILWOMAN DEL PEPPER, CHAIR
COUNCILMAN JOHN CHAPMAN
JACK BROWAND, CITY MANAGER DESIGNEE

FROM: ALEXA POWELL, URBAN PLANNER
PLANNING & ZONING
ITEM: CITY COUNCIL NAMING COMMITTEE CONSIDERATION OF THE

RENAMING OF SWAMP FOX ROAD TO HOFFMAN DRIVE

I. REPORT SUMMARY

The applicant, Hoffman Company, requests approval for the renaming of Swamp Fox Road to
Hoffman Drive.

SITE DESCRIPTION

The subject street is currently named Swamp Fox Road. The road connects the Eisenhower
Metro Station with Mandeville Lane. The road provides a north-south connection and is situated
parallel to Stovall Street to its west (Attachment 1). The subject site is within the Eisenhower
East development and is zoned CDD#2. This street is surrounded exclusively by commercial
uses.

PROPOSAL

The applicant, Hoffman Company, requests approval for a street name change from Swamp Fox
Road to Hoffman Drive in the Hoffman Town Center Development. The applicant is requesting
this name change to memorialize the Hoffman Family’s contribution to the development of the
Eisenhower Valley. As described in the application:

“Mr. Hubert N. Hoffman, Jr. (“Hoffman Jr.”), a life-long-
Alexandria supporter, dedicated to his family business and put his
resources into transforming Eisenhower East into the vibrant mixed-
use area that now surrounds the Eisenhower Metro Station and
Eisenhower Valley. In 1958, Hoffman Jr. purchased nearly 80 acres
of land in the Eisenhower Valley (See Figure 1). At that time, this
area of the City was largely unimproved and overlooked by the rest



of Alexandria. This would soon change as Alexandria continued to
grow in the latter half of the 20" century.

The federal government acquired a portion of Hoffman’s land in the
early 1960’s for the new Capital Beltway. In 1966, the Hoffman
Company was founded by Hoffman Jr. to implement his vision for
the Eisenhower Valley. Soon after in 1966, the Holiday Inn was
constructed and opened for guests. In 1968, the Hoffman Company
built Hoffman Building 1 and, in 1971, the company built Hoffman
Building 2. The construction of these two commercial buildings and
subsequent lease to the federal government was a major econimic
development success for the City of Alexandria. The Department of
Defense was the original tenant of both buildings.

Another turning point for the Eisenhower Valley and the City of
Alexandria was the Hoffman Company’s negotiation with WMATA
for a new metro station. In 1973, the Hoffman Company negotiated
with the then head of Metro, Nicholas Rolles, to includea a Kiss &
Ride stop at the current location in the Eisenhower Valley. The
Hoffman Company was able to convince Rolles to include the
station in its current location in exchange for free air rights over the
Hoffman land to construct and locate the station on Hoffman
Property. This success was further emphasised wen the Hoffman
Company worked with the City and the federal government to secure
the award of the relocation of the National Science Foundation to the
Eisenhower Valley directly across from the Eisenhower Metro
Station.

In addition, to the successful development of properties for lease by
the federal government, the Hoffman Company upgraded what was
then Taylor Avenue into what is now Eisenhower Avenue. The
Hoffman Company also installed the key sewer infrastructure needed
to support its projects and additional growth within the Eisenhower
Valley. The Hoffman Company also delivered the first mixed-use
project in Eisenhower Valley with the development of the Hoffman
Town Center which constructed the first meaningful retail presence
along Eisenhower along with the movie theater and parking garage.
The Hoffman family land was so important to the family that
Hoffman Jr. and his wife were interred in a mausoleum on the
Holiday Inn property. The mausoleum was recently relocated to a
cemetary three years ago when the property was sold.

Given that the development of the original Hoffman properties is
now expanding beyond the Hoffman Company to a new generation
of owners and developers, it is appropriate and necessary to rename
Swamp Fox Road to Hoffman Drive to memorialize the Hoffman



Family’s contribution to the development of the Eisenhower Valley
into the vibrant community it is today.”

As part of the application, Hoffman Company LLC, owner of the property at 206 Swamp Fox
Road located adjacent to the proposed street renaming provided a letter in support of the request.

- : - e

Figure 1, Transformation of Hoffman Family land in Eisenhower Valley by Mr. Hubert N.
Hoffman, Jr. (pictured far left).

CODE OF ORDINANCES

Sec. 5-2-66 of the Code of Ordinances requires City Council adoption of an ordinance to change
a street name. In June of 2020, City staff developed a street naming and renaming policy. While
this policy has not yet been reviewed by Planning Commission or City Council, these guidelines
will be the basis for staff recommendations until such time as a final policy can be created.

The Renaming Committee, GIS, Police and Fire Departments evaluate the proposed names and
provide comments. The Planning Commission votes to recommend support or denial of a
proposed street renaming to the City Council. The City Council then votes to support or deny a
proposed street renaming and confirms the name through two ordinance readings.

II. CITY STAFF REVIEW

The Planning Commission and City Council have the discretion to consider the guidance
provided herein and evaluate each proposal on its own merits.

The City of Alexandria street renaming policy says street name changes will not be considered
if:
e The proposed street name is a duplication of an existing street name in Alexandria;
e The proposed street name change is a near duplication in spelling to an existing street or
phonetically similar to an existing street;
e The existing street name has significant historical value to the City;




e The street name requested to be renamed is perceived to be offensive to segments of the
City’s citizenry;

e Ifthe proposed street name change is longer than 14 characters;

e If'the proposed street name is after a living person; and

e If'the proposed street name is after a commercial entity or implies commercial
endorsement.

The street name change of ‘Swamp Fox Road” to “Hoffman Drive” has not elicited concern from
the reviewing City Departments: GIS, Fire and Police. The proposed name does not sound like
and is not similar in spelling to other street names in the City of Alexandria or neighboring
jurisdictions, ensuring that emergency services and the United States Postal Service would not
confuse the street with another street or alley in the City.

According to Historic Preservation staff, the origin of the current street name could not be
determined, however it is believed to be a historical reference to Francis Marion, a South
Carolinian Revolutionary War officer nicknamed the “Swamp Fox”. As noted in an article from
the Smithsonian Magazine, “Francis Marion was a man of his times: he owned slaves, and he
fought in a brutal campaign against the Cherokee Indians.”

The proposed name, Swamp Fox Road, is fewer than 14 characters. Further, the gentleman, Mr.
Hubert N. Hoffman, Jr., after which the proposed street name is being requested is deceased.
However, it is notable that the development company which he started is similarly named the
Hoffman Company.

Finally, to date the City has received a petition of support for this street renaming from 75% of
the affected property owners which meets the threshold required for consideration by the street
renaming policy.

According to Transportation & Environmental Services, the expense to the City for moving
forward with the requested change would be $700 for the materials and labor associated with
printing and installing the street name signs. The street signs to be installed include two large
signs attached to the traffic signal ($250) at the 4-way intersection of Eisenhower Ave. and
Swamp Fox Road as well as 2 smaller scale signs ($200) on the corner of Gristmill Road and
Swamp Fox Road as well as Mandeville Lane and Swamp Fox Road.

The Planning Commission may vote to recommend support or denial of the proposed street
renaming to the City Council based on the street naming policy guidelines. Acting on that
recommendation, the City Council may vote to support or deny the proposed street renaming or
they may choose to refer this case to the Naming Committee for further consideration.

Attachment 1: Site Map

cc: Tony LaColla, AICP, Division Chief, Land Use Services
Ann Horowitz, Principal Planner
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City of Alexandria, Virginia

MEMORANDUM
DATE: DECEMBER 15, 2020
TO: CITY COUNCIL NAMING COMMITTEE

COUNCILWOMAN DEL PEPPER, CHAIR
COUNCILMAN JOHN CHAPMAN
JACK BROWAND, CITY MANAGER DESIGNEE

FROM: ANA VICINANZO, URBAN PLANNER
RECREATION, PARKS AND CULTURAL ACTIVITIES

JUDY LO, ACTING PRINCIPAL PLANNER
RECREATION, PARKS AND CULTURAL ACTIVITIES

ITEM: CITY COUNCIL NAMING COMMITTEE CONSIDERATION OF THE
RENAMING OF 3550 COMMONWEALTH AVENUE PARK TO SHIRLEY
TYLER PARK

ISSUE: Consideration of a recommendation from the Department of Recreation, Parks and
Cultural Activities to change the name of 3550 Commonwealth Avenue Park to Shirley Tyler
Park.

RECOMMENDATION: That the City Council Naming Commission support the staff
recommendation and forward the proposal to rename 3550 Commonwealth Avenue Park to
Shirley Tyler Park to City Council for consideration.

BACKGROUND: The Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities (RPCA)
received two suggestions for the renaming of 3550 Commonwealth Avenue Park:

1. Shirley Tyler Park: Mrs. Shirley Tyler was a community leader in Alexandria for more
than 40 years. Tyler and her family moved to Arlandria in 1965 where she was a resident
until her death in February 2018. They were the first African American homeowners in
their neighborhood. Tyler became involved in the Arlandria Civic Association. In 1973,
Tyler was appointed to the Alexandria School Board. From 1974 to 1976, she served as
vice chair and from 1980 to 1982 served as the first African American female
chairperson. She was an educator. From 1969 to 1979, she was a 2" and 3™ grade teacher
at Grace Episcopal School. In 1975, she became the Headmistress and remained in that
position until her retirement in 1989. (Attachment 1)

2. Unity Park: Unity Park reflects the “hopes and dreams that we have for this park...it
would be a place of connection, recreation, and fun for all of the people that live in the



neighborhoods surrounding it. It would also serve as a reminder of where we have come
from and where we are going. In addition, the name also speaks to the fact that it sits
between several neighborhoods and recognizes all the work the residents of the various
surrounding neighborhoods put into the original park construction.” (Attachment 2)

DISCUSSION: In response to RPCA receiving requests to rename 3550 Commonwealth

Avenue Park (Attachment 3), RPCA issued a community survey asking the community to vote
for their preferred name. The survey was open from January 20 to March 14 (55 days). The
survey received 456 responses (Attachment 4). The name Shirley Tyler received 82% of the vote
or 371 respondents selecting Shirley Tyler as their preferred name.

As a result of the overwhelming support for Shirley Tyler, staff is recommending that 3550
Commonwealth Avenue Park be renamed Shirley Tyler Park.

FISCAL IMPACT: The cost to install a new park identification sign and biographical sign, and

to replace the existing regulatory signage is approximately $5,500.

ATTACHMENTS:
1. Shirley Tyler Park Naming Proposal
2. Unity Park Naming Proposal
3. 3550 Commonwealth Avenue Site Map
4. Engagement Survey
cc:  Debra Collins, Deputy City Manager

James Spengler, Director, Recreation, Parks & Cultural Activities



Attachment 1

From: Otto Wolff

To: Ana Vicinanzo

Subject: Shirley Tyler Park

Date: Wednesday, October 9, 2019 5:00:02 PM

Dear Ms. Vicinanzo:

I understand that you are the point person for the naming of the park at the corner of
Commonwealth Avenue and Reed Avenue in Alexandria. If not, please let me know to whom
I should direct this letter.

As a former chair of the Grace Episcopal School on Russell Road, which Shirley Tyler headed
for many years, I can attest that Shirley was an exemplary person and well loved by all who
knew her. She was an excellent head of school and extremely capable administrator. Shirley
was also very active in Alexandria community affairs. and well known at city hall for all her
good work in the city..

I very strongly recommend that the park in question be named in her honor. Hundreds of
former students and many other Alexandria graduates , their families, neighbors and friends
would be very pleased to have this living memorial to this fine woman and Shirley would have
been elated to know that children were walking through the park named for her.

I would greatly appreciate your favorable consideration of naming this park in honor of her
devoted service to her church, to the children of Alexandria and to the entire Alexandria
community.

Sincerely,
Otto J. Wolff

Former Chair, Grace Episcopal School Board


mailto:ojwolff@cox.net
mailto:ana.vicinanzo@alexandriava.gov

Attachment 2

W Together.~

DC - Alexandria
May 6, 2019

Dana W. Wedeles

Principal Planner

City of Alexandria

Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities
Division of Park Planning, Design + Capital Projects
1108 Jefferson Street

Alexandria, VA 22314

Dear Dana,

Please let this letter serve as Rebuilding Together DC Alexandria’s support for naming the park
at 3550 Commonwealth Avenue, ‘Unity Park.’

Since being awarded the Project Reinvest $500,000 grant in 2017, it has been an honor to work
with you and the staff at DCRPCA converting the open space at 3550 Commonwealth into a park
where residents actually want to visit! It’s great to drive by and see the park ‘in action’ by so
many neighbors!

You and DCRPCA should be very proud of the work you’ve done here!

Best regards,

Katharine Dixon

President and CEO

700 Princess Street, #206, Alexandria, VA 22314 703.836.1021



Attachment 3
3550 Commonwealth Avenue

Park Renaming Submission
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Attachment 4

From: Alexandria eNews

To: Jack Browand
Subject: City of Alexandria Solicits Feedback for Naming of 3550 Commonwealth Avenue Park
Date: Thursday, January 23, 2020 8:06:46 PM

City of Alexandria Solicits Feedback for Naming of
3550 Commonwealth Avenue Park

For Immediate Release: January 23, 2020

The City of Alexandria is soliciting feedback on the name of the park at 3550
Commonwealth Avenue, located on the corner of Commonwealth Avenue and Reed
Avenue. The public is invited to participate in an online survey now through March 3,
2020 to provide feedback on two proposed names:

1. Unity Park: As stated in the proposal, Unity Park reflects the “hopes and
dreams that we have for this park...it would be a place of connection, recreation,
and fun for all of the people that live in the neighborhoods surrounding it. It
would also serve as a reminder of where we have come from and where we are
going. In addition, the name also speaks to the fact that it sits between several
neighborhoods and recognizes all the work the residents of the various
surrounding neighborhoods put into the original park construction.”

2. Shirley Tyler Park: The proposal states that for more than 40 years, Mrs.
Shirley Tyler was a community leader in Alexandria. Tyler and her family moved
to Arlandria in 1965 where she was a resident until her death in February 2018.
They were the first African American homeowners in their neighborhood. Tyler
became involved in the Arlandria Civic Association. In 1973, Tyler was appointed
to the Alexandria School Board. From 1974 to 1976, she served as vice chair
and from 1980 to 1982 served as the first African American female chairperson.
She was an educator. From 1969 to 1979, she was a 2nd and 3rd grade teacher
at Grace Episcopal School. In 1975, she became the Headmistress and
remained in that position until her retirement in 1989.

In Fall 2019, City Council adopted a naming policy for the renaming of park and
recreation facilities in the City of Alexandria. The objective of this policy is to establish
a consistent approach for the official naming or renaming of City public parks,
recreation areas, and facilities. The policy allows for a community-driven naming
process, stating, "An individual or group submits a name recommendation to the


mailto:conf-5e2a43199a56cc63309a7667-5e2a431606322b420d53e8e2@smtpic-ne.prd1.everbridge.net
mailto:Jack.Browand@alexandriava.gov
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.research.net%2Fr%2FAlexandriaVA-3550CommonwealthAvenuePark&data=02%7C01%7Cjack.browand%40alexandriava.gov%7C796c73a5161047ffbfb608d7a069adc0%7Cfeaa9b3143754aeeadccc76ad32a890b%7C0%7C1%7C637154248057027098&sdata=Wo4sfhwix62cqaXaEJXqpoek7OQ%2BKM%2BJ9xXsZw3LJZ8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.alexandriava.gov%2Frecreation%2Finfo%2Fdefault.aspx%3Fid%3D12342%23ParkandRecreationFacilityNamingPolicy&data=02%7C01%7Cjack.browand%40alexandriava.gov%7C796c73a5161047ffbfb608d7a069adc0%7Cfeaa9b3143754aeeadccc76ad32a890b%7C0%7C1%7C637154248057037055&sdata=Og4NKXBOt3SiUnYkFzZ15s4m5uTA3ekiINky2OF7RhQ%3D&reserved=0

Attachment 4

Director of the Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities either by mail
or online form. The submission must include the justification for the proposed name,
including how the name meets the criteria in this policy, at least one letter of
recommendation from representatives in the community, such as a community
organization (HOA/Civic Association), and an explanation of any additional

information on a community outreach process."
For more information about this project, visit alexandriava.gov/100128.

For more information or to request a paper survey, please contact Dana Wedeles,

Principal Planner, at dana.wedeles@alexandriava.gov or call 703.746.5491.

For reasonable disability accommodation, contact dana.wedeles@alexandriava.gov
or 703.746.5491, Virginia Relay 711.

HH#H#

This news release is available at alexandriava.gov/113309.

La Ciudad de Alexandria solicita comentarios para el
nombre del parque 3550 Commonwealth Avenue

Para publicacion inmediata: Enero 23, 2020

La Cuidad de Alexandria esta solicitando comentario para el nombre del parque en
3550 Commonwealth Avenue, situado en la esquina de Commonwealth Avenue y
Reed Avenue. El publico es invitado a participar en una encuesta por internet ahora
hasta el 3 de marzo para proponer comentario sobre dos nombres propuestos.

1. Unity Park: Como se indica en la propuesta, Unity Park refleja las “esperanzas
y suefios que tenemos para este parque...seria un lugar de conexion, recreacion
y diversion para todas las personas que viven en los barrios que lo rodean.
También serviria como un recordatorio de dénde venimos y hacia donde
vamos.”

2. Shirley Tyler Park: La propuesta dice que por mas de 40 afios, la Sefora
Shirley Tyler fue lider comunitaria en Alexandria. Tyler y su familia (esposo, hijo


https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.alexandriava.gov%2F100128&data=02%7C01%7Cjack.browand%40alexandriava.gov%7C796c73a5161047ffbfb608d7a069adc0%7Cfeaa9b3143754aeeadccc76ad32a890b%7C0%7C1%7C637154248057037055&sdata=YuzDLNpsOu5DTDuMO65HTvyjp7T3kx8UKOw7Y%2FKicK0%3D&reserved=0
mailto:dana.wedeles@alexandriava.gov&subject=re%3A%20City%20of%20Alexandria%20Solicits%20Feedback%20for%20Naming%20of%203550%20Commonwealth%20Avenue%20Park
mailto:dana.wedeles@alexandriava.gov&subject=re%3A%20City%20of%20Alexandria%20Solicits%20Feedback%20for%20Naming%20of%203550%20Commonwealth%20Avenue%20Park
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.alexandriava.gov%2F113309&data=02%7C01%7Cjack.browand%40alexandriava.gov%7C796c73a5161047ffbfb608d7a069adc0%7Cfeaa9b3143754aeeadccc76ad32a890b%7C0%7C1%7C637154248057047011&sdata=xarOhvbtDy1u0srTiKJUUF7YwbNMYoXpA7ZWaXzDoMU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.research.net%2Fr%2FAlexandriaVA-3550CommonwealthAvenuePark&data=02%7C01%7Cjack.browand%40alexandriava.gov%7C796c73a5161047ffbfb608d7a069adc0%7Cfeaa9b3143754aeeadccc76ad32a890b%7C0%7C1%7C637154248057047011&sdata=8Nrdowz5nZbzVZeuG5NHZEQkml9uk0Fp6d45cMWPgPE%3D&reserved=0
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e hija) se mudaron a Arlandria en 1965, donde ella era residente hasta su
muerte en febrero del 2018. Shirley y su familia eran los primeros propietarios
de viviendas afroamericanos en su vecindario. Tyler se involucro en la
Asociacion Civica de Arlandria. Era activa en la desegregacion de las escuelas
publicas de Alexandria. En 1973, Tyler fue nombrado miembro de la Junta
Escolar de Alexandria. De 1974 a 1976 era vicepresidenta y de 1980 a 1982 fue
la primera presidenta afroamericana. Ella era una educadora. De 1969 a 1979,
fue maestra de segundo y tercer grado en la Escuela Grace Episcopal. En 1975,
se convirtié en directora y permanecié en ese puesto hasta su jubilacion en
1989

En el otofio de 2019, el ayuntamiento adoptd una politica para nombrar y renombrar
los parques y centros de recreacién en la ciudad de Alexandria. El objetivo de esta
politica es establecer un proceso consistente para nombrar o renombrar oficialmente
los parques publicos, las areas de recreacion y las instalaciones de la Ciudad.

La politica permite un proceso liderado por la comunidad, que establece: “Una
persona o grupo presenta una recomendacién de nombre al director del
Departamento de Recreacion, Parques y Actividades Culturales, por correo o la web.
La sumision debe incluir la justificacidn para el nombre propuesto, incluyendo como
el nombre cumple con los criterios de esta politica, por lo menos una carta de apoyo
de los representantes de la comunidad, como una organizacién comunitaria (HOA
/Asociacion Civica) y una explicacion sobre el proceso comunitaria usada”.

Para mas informacién sobre el proyecto, visite al alexandriava.gov/100128.

Si tiene alguna pregunta o si necesita una copia de la encuesta en papel, por favor

contacta Dana Wedeles, Planeador principal a dana.wedeles@alexandriava.gov, o
llama al 703.746.5491.

Si necesita una acomodacion razonable por discapacidad, por favor contacta
dana.wedeles@alexandriava.qov o llama al 703.746.3808, Virginia Relay 711.

HH#H#H

Esta comunicacion de prensa es disponible en alexandriava.gov/113309.

You are subscribed to the free Alexandria eNews service. Replies to this message
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https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.alexandriava.gov%2F112592&data=02%7C01%7Cjack.browand%40alexandriava.gov%7C796c73a5161047ffbfb608d7a069adc0%7Cfeaa9b3143754aeeadccc76ad32a890b%7C0%7C1%7C637154248057056965&sdata=VnW29cshveb8dGHbLB6r9cNH7rr7j9Y8DPgjQyZcXu8%3D&reserved=0
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will not be received. For correspondence, please use the contact information in the
body of the message. To change your subscription choices or unsubscribe from an
individual subscription topic, click here to login. To stop receiving all emails from
Alexandria eNews, click here to completely unsubscribe.
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3550 Commonwealth Avenue Park Naming
Attachment 4

Q1 Which do you prefer as a future name for the park at 3550
Commonwealth Avenue?

Answered: 456  Skipped: 0

Unity Park

Shirley Tyler
Park

0%  10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Unity Park 17.76% 81

Shirley Tyler Park 82.24% 375

TOTAL 456

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 Wonderful example to the community. Perfect choice. 2/7/2020 10:43 PM

2 Dana Lawhorne Community Park (not Shirley Tyler - but it forces us to choose one or the 1/28/2020 1:44 PM
other...)

3 Bradley McAllister's Triangle 1/26/2020 8:41 PM

4 Del Ray Park 1/25/2020 11:51 AM

5 Ruth Bader Ginsburg Park -- NOTE survey doesn't Allow *other* as a response! | am NOT 1/24/2020 2:06 PM
interested in Unity or ST Park as names.

6 Shirley Tyler Unity Park 1/24/2020 11:02 AM

7 Parky McParkFace 1/23/2020 9:26 PM
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Q2 Please provide any comments regarding your response.

Answered: 193  Skipped: 263
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3550 Commonwealth Avenue Park Naming

RESPONSES

i think would be nice to name the park after a remarkable woman who did so much to improve
and bring about awareness in our community. Having the park named for her brings unity to the
community and honors a very deserving woman who WAS an integral part of the city. Please
honor her, her family and the City of Alexandria by naming the park Shirley Tyler Park

2020 is the 100th anniversary of the 18th amendment so naming this after a woman is fitting.

I think it's more appropriate for the park to be named for a member of the community,
especially one who worked as tirelessly for that community and its children as did Mrs.Tyler.
Our families attended the same church, where she also taught, and later ran, the grade school.
| learned years after the fact that Mrs. Tyler was an integral figure in the flood remediation plan
that helped make Arlandria the vibrant neighborhood it is today.

Parks should be named in honor of residents who who worked tirelessly to better the city. Mrs.
Tyler certainly meets that criteria.

Very worthy

Our family has been deeply humbled by the recommendation that our mother has been
submitted for consideration as the namesake for the new park on Commonwealth Avenue.
There are not enough words to convey her commitment to equal rights and opportunities for
everyone not to describe how tirelessly she (and our father, Richard) worked to make
Alexandria the best City in the nation. The attached newspaper article captures some of the
many, many activities and causes which Shirley Tyler worked/volunteered for or promoted
during her lifetime. We are forever indebted to the Arlandria/Humes Springs Association for
nominating her some eight years after she was no longer able to live in the community.

Given Mrs. Tyler's significant contributions to the community, she is deserving of this honor.
Given her decades of serving as a leading educator, the location near a school, Cora Kelly,
makes it even more relevant. Thank you.

Unity park is great choice, no controversy within this name.

She was a community leader & activist and should be celebrated as an influential figure in the
City of Alexandria.

Shirley Tyler has left us with a marvelous legacy in education both with the City of Alexandria
School System and Grace Episcopal School and deserves this recognition.

| knew Shirley, and she was definitely a community-builder in her own quiet way. | would love
the city to honor her legacy by naming a park for her.

What a fantastic opportunity to honor and tell the story of community service!
Shirley Taylor was an outstanding educator and a prominent member of Alexandria.

It's better to name it after a person, Shirley Tyler, and her significant contributions to the
community than a general concept. It seems to me that her work "united" all of humanity, so
that by naming it after Ms. Tyler, we are also paying tribute to unity.

Tireless activist of whom we should always be proud and who should always be remembered
This seems to be the best choice for the park in question.

She deserves a park in her name because of her longstanding community service and efforts
to change the area for the better. community service.

Mrs. Tyler was a great influence to all who knew her.

Shirley Tyler broke new ground and was a pillar of the Alexandria community.
This was give honor for the tireless work she contributed to the City.

Shirley Tyler is an inspiration

Unity is a goal, Shirley Tyler lived the goal, the first African American family to buy a home in
Arlandria. Her life is a challenge to all to remember that change happens through people like
Shirley Tyler.
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DATE
3/1/2020 6:54 PM

2/20/2020 7:36 AM
2/19/2020 10:56 AM

2/18/2020 9:20 AM

2/18/2020 7:51 AM
2/17/2020 2:31 PM

2/16/2020 11:29 PM

2/13/2020 8:33 AM
2/12/2020 9:36 PM

2/12/2020 7:04 AM

2/10/2020 11:29 PM

2/10/2020 10:24 PM
2/10/2020 9:29 PM
2/10/2020 9:10 PM

2/10/2020 9:08 PM
2/10/2020 8:00 PM
2/10/2020 2:32 PM

2/10/2020 10:48 AM
2/9/2020 10:29 PM
2/9/2020 6:50 PM
2/9/2020 5:10 PM
2/9/2020 4:53 PM
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3550 Commonwealth Avenue Park Naming

Pillar of the community Amazing lady
She’s an inspiration and example!

Shirley Tyler exemplified that community service, dedication to our community, and working
towards unity in improving education, can improve the well -being of Alexandria and its
residents. The beneficiaries of improvements in education are no out in the world, doing great
things, and impacting our nation in a positive manner. | cannot think of a better person to
honor.

Respect the people who made the city what it is. Unity is too plain represents the unity off
anything .. good and/or bad. Unify the people, through the park, with the richness of the culture
and the history before them.

A great way to honor the legacy of Mrs Tyler.
What a rich history! Of course Tyler is the best option.

To name the park after an actual person will be more of an inspiration for young people to
strive to be of service to the community.

Shirley Tyler was a pillar in the community and it would be incredible to have a park named
after her.

The park should be nhamed for someone who worked tirelessly for Alexandria.
The city should honor the work and memory of Shirley Tyler by naming the park for her.

My children were interviewed and accepted to Grace Episcopal School by Mrs. Tyler. She was
a loving, dedicated woman of vision, who was filled with courage and passion to ensure a
diverse, Christian educational experience. Her other civic duties also reflect what a remarkable
woman she was in Alexandria.

Shirley Tyler was a dedicated educator and activist who believed in justice and opportunity for
all, and believed in supporting children in all ways to guarantee their success. Her character
and achievements should be honored, and her story not forgotten.

I find it inspiring to name the park after a woman who lived in the community, and contributed
to it, for so long. It shows that her community truly values what she did and who she was.

| knew Ms. Tyler personally. She was my elementary teacher. She made such an impact that |
remember her to this day.

| think it would be good to choose a name of someone who has made a positive impact to the
community, to honor her and to set an example for others to follow.

See comments above.
Everyone that knew her admired and respected her.

Shirley Tyler made a remarkable impact on education in Alexandria. | cannot think of a better
way to honor her many contributions than to name this park for her.

It will be nice to honor someone from the family that helped start the ethnic diversification. And
she was such a strong leader in the community, her legacy can continue to lead and diversify

Shirley's legacy to Alexandria is one that should be celebrated and recognized.

Shirley Tyler was a wonderful woman with a deep commitment to education and community in
the City of Alexandria!

Shirley is the perfect person to be honored by naming the Park after her. My husband and |
have lived in Alexandria for 46 years and were blessed to have Shirley teach all 3 of our
children. She was beloved by all who knew her and was committed to our Community.

"Unity" is a better name, however, it would be nice if you put a plaque or marker up for Shirley
Tyler in "Unity" Park.

A great leader in education, she should be honored. It is just down the street from Grace
Church where she was a teacher and headmistress from 69 to 89.

A wonderful citizen of Alexandria and a wonderful member of Grace Church!
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2/9/2020 4:20 PM

2/9/2020 3:41 PM
2/9/2020 1:03 PM

2/9/2020 12:08 PM

2/9/2020 10:03 AM
2/9/2020 9:38 AM
2/8/2020 10:52 PM

2/8/2020 7:50 PM

2/8/2020 6:54 PM
2/8/2020 5:49 PM
2/8/2020 3:04 PM

2/8/2020 11:21 AM

2/8/2020 11:16 AM

2/8/2020 11:11 AM

2/8/2020 8:45 AM

2/7/2020 10:43 PM
2/7/2020 10:34 PM
2/7/2020 9:07 PM

2/7/2020 8:35 PM

2/7/2020 7:43 PM
2/7/2020 6:50 PM

2/7/2020 5:48 PM

2/7/2020 5:38 PM

2/7/2020 5:35 PM

2/7/2020 5:03 PM
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3550 Commonwealth Avenue Park Naming

We need to recognize our civic leaders and especially our African American civic leaders. Ms.
Tyler needs to be an ongoing part of our city’s history. Naming the park after her will keep her
name in front of generations to come.

This beloved community member and trailblazer should be honored

Several neighborhoods and unity reflects true value. Afraid if Shirley Tyler used it may have to
be changed by a future generation

None at this time.

It's an uplifting and meaningful message and statement to have Mrs Shirley and her story be
remembered and honored by naming this park after her

She was a great educator and community leader

Should honor a community member

Appropriate recognition for an outstanding leader.

Mrs. Tyler was an exceptional person and educator. Loved by all who were her students.
| prefer honoring individuals.

| prefer to name a park after someone in the community then a generic name. We can Unify
around Shirley Taylor!

Shirley was a Pilar in the Alexandria community, especially when it comes to education.
This would be a wonderful honor for a woman who gave so much to the community!
She was a wonderful woman, who has a great legacy.

Shirley was a wonderful educator who saw potential in every child. She spent her career
working to provide all children the chance to succeed. She was also a good person.

Shirley Tyler was a wonderful leader and cared greatly for the City of Alexandria and should be
memorialized as such.

Shirley was an amazing woman whose legacy lives on in all of the children she taught. This
would be a wonderful tribute to her & not far from Grace Episcopal School where she was Head
of School.

Shirley Tyler was an amazing citizen of the city!

| strongly support naming the Park after Mrs Tyler. She touched thousands of children’s lives
in her life, and worked tirelessly to make our city a better place.

Mrs. Tyler was a pillar in our community and | would be glad to honor her and memorialize her
example to others for years to come. A truly great woman.

Shirley Tyler deserves to be recognized as an Alexandria trailblazer. She was also a wonderful
human being.

Shirley Tyler did a lot for the community during her time.
This seems a no brainer - a leader in the community who should be honored.

My grandmother was an amazing woman who was very invested in the community where she
raised her children, worked in education and lived for many years.

An appropriate honor for a truly exceptional woman

She was truly a force for good in our city

| hope naming the park after a pioneer is a sign of Unity for all.

The city should take this opportunity to honor a trailblazer and an African American woman.

Shirley Tyler worked tirelessly for the children of the city. What a fitting honor to name the park
in her name.

Sounds great
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2/7/2020 4:58 PM

2/6/2020 9:20 PM
2/6/2020 8:42 AM

2/5/2020 4:19 PM
2/5/2020 11:48 AM

2/5/2020 10:02 AM
2/5/2020 9:50 AM
2/5/2020 9:45 AM
2/5/2020 7:40 AM
2/5/2020 7:33 AM
2/5/2020 3:05 AM

2/4/2020 10:39 PM
2/4/2020 9:40 PM
2/4/2020 8:40 PM
2/4/2020 8:19 PM

2/4/2020 7:44 PM

2/4/2020 7:33 PM

2/4/2020 6:40 PM

2/4/2020 5:34 PM

2/4/2020 4:35 PM

2/4/2020 4:21 PM

2/4/2020 3:45 PM
2/4/2020 3:17 PM
2/4/2020 3:09 PM

2/4/2020 3:07 PM
2/4/2020 3:04 PM
2/4/2020 2:55 PM
2/4/2020 2:22 PM
2/4/2020 1:56 PM

2/4/2020 1:36 PM
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3550 Commonwealth Avenue Park Naming

Tyler Park would be a great example of how Alexandria has been a community for the people
and by the people.

Over 40 years of Alexandria community activism, educator, and 2014 Living Legend.
Shirley Tyler, a great unifier

| believe it's more important to honor a resident who made a positive impact than to have a
very vague/general name.

She encompasses what Alexandria and United States stands for.
It's important to honor individuals who have local significance. Ms. Tyler certainly does.

Shirley Tyler actually embodies and exemplifies the concept of Unity in its truest and most
dedicated form. In naming the park after her, both proposals actually win. Thank you for the
opportunity to provide input.

I knew Shirley Tyler very well. This was her neighborhood and perfectly fitting that the park
should be named for Mrs. Tyler.

| believe it is important to recognize the contributions of Alexandrians who made a significant
impact on the people who live in the community. Shirley Tyler represented the values of the
city by serving as an advocate for those who were marginalize and did not have a voice. As
the voice for those she served, naming the park after her would commemorate her
contributions to the City of Alexandria.

rightfully deserving
She's a legend from the community.
She’s a local!

Honoring an educator, a community leader and a person of color seems to be a way to achieve
unity.

Having Shirley Tyler legacy to be remember in this way and location would provide the
community that she touched a convenient space to come together and remember her.

Wonderful tribute to an inspiring woman!!

Although | did not know Ms. Tyler personally, | think it is a splendid idea to commemorate local
people who have contributed to Alexandria. Both names are fine, but Unity Park just seems
too generic to me.

Mrs. Tyler was an educational and community leader, and the park naming would be an
appropriate way to honor her contributions.

| knew and admired Shirley Tyler, and | would be happy if the park were named after her. That
said, | really like the spirit of calling it unity park.

Shirley Tyler represents a life and legacy that all should be inspired by and some will aspire to.
What a wonderful Individual to recognize and a gift for generations to come.

She was a leader and an educator
Her legacy deserves this park to be named after her.

Recognizing a Legend is part of what we do for our heritage. Doing it in name, creates
ownership and accountability to a persons legacy. Although Unity is a great message, it's not
as powerful, persuasive and impactful as someones story.

Sounds like she was a wonderful and hard-working person to the betterment of Alexandria and
should be recognized for her long-time commitment to the improvement of our City.

Ms Park deserves recognition by the community she served.
We need more parks, buildings, streets named after women.

Shirley Tyler was a great community leader, and it'd be wonderful to name this community park
after her.
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2/4/2020 1:20 PM

2/4/2020 12:09 PM
2/4/2020 11:47 AM
2/4/2020 11:08 AM

2/4/2020 10:53 AM

2/4/2020 10:47 AM

2/4/2020 10:45 AM

2/4/2020 10:28 AM

2/4/2020 10:23 AM

2/4/2020 10:21 AM
2/4/2020 10:09 AM
2/4/2020 10:03 AM
2/4/2020 9:54 AM

2/4/2020 9:47 AM

2/4/2020 9:44 AM

2/4/2020 9:44 AM

2/4/2020 9:40 AM

2/4/2020 9:37 AM

2/4/2020 9:34 AM

2/4/2020 9:34 AM
2/4/2020 9:32 AM
2/4/2020 8:56 AM

2/4/2020 8:30 AM

2/4/2020 6:51 AM
2/1/2020 5:30 PM
1/31/2020 12:22 PM
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3550 Commonwealth Avenue Park Naming

| learned during a recent HCSA meeting that Shirley Tyler was an upstanding citizen of Hume
Springs. The members of the meeting wholly approved of honoring her with the park. I think it
would be great if Alexandria would recognize her as well instead of a generic sounding name
for the park. Hume Spring are also responsible for clean up of the park throughout the year. We
love having the new park and hope it is dedicated to Shirley!

N/A

Full Disclosure-l am Rick Tyler and Shirley N. Tyler is my mother, co-founder of the Alandria
(Now Hume Spring) Civic Association and leader along with Bertha Moten & former City
Manager, Vola Lawson in working with former mayor & congressman Moran to get Congress
and the Army Corp of Engineers to repair Four Mile Run, so the Hume Spring neighborhood
would stop flood, Ms. Tyler, a 2014 Living Legend of Alexandria was also the first African-
American women Chair of the Board of Education and leader of the group that reintegrated the
Alexandria City Schools in 1971. She was also very active in a variety of other education,
community and civil rights issues. In addition, for several decades, she was a long time
member and the school director of Grace Episcopal Church School (50-year educator) and
advisor for several city and state initiatives.

She should have had something nhamed for her a long time ago

Please no generic names like "unity park" Our City is older than the country and we should
highlight those like ShirleyTyler and those that have done great things for our city in the past.
In doing so, we educate our citizens about a special figure who lived in that part of our city and
served our city for many years. | am sure there are plenty of "Unity Parks" in "Everytown
USA" and do NOTHING to honor and educate people who live in our city today about our long
history and the special people who contributed to make it better.

Unity Park as a name will truly reflect what the area is when a community comes together
uniting Arlington and Alexandria residents.

Unity Park sounds like something the 1950s Soviets in the USSR or Mao in China would have
come up with.

| like that it honors an important community member

Naming this space Unity Park is like calling yourself a lady, a gentleman, or a Christian. If you
have to say it, is probably not true. You have a chance to honor the humanity & contributions
of a great local activist who is an embodiment of unity.

N/a

Considering the current state of race relations in this country and the gender gap in public
commemorative works; and that Alexandria still has statues up honoring the soldiers that
fought to retain slavery in this country; losing a chance to name a public park after a
remarkable black woman to an unremarkable noun, is not a good choice.

I think we should name the park in the Hume Springs Neighborhood for Mrs. Shirley Tyler. She
earned that honor by the works she did in that community.

One of them is a generic name, and one of them actually recognizes a groundbreaking, black
female community leader. Not sure how this is actually a debate.

Deserves to be named in honor of Shirley Tyler and will Help people know who she was and
history of this area.

Dana Lawhorne is an active leader and advocate in Alexandria and has been for decades. He
deserves to be recognized for the many positive engagements he is a part of (doing many on
his own personal time away from law enforcement).

Honor the community leader
It's a great way to honor Shirley by naming the park after her!
It is important to honor our history so that we learn from and are inspired by it.

Shirley Tyler is a wonderful representation of the community and leader than impacted much of
the neighborhood.

Great opportunity to commemorate
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1/31/2020 12:09 PM
1/31/2020 8:14 AM

1/30/2020 5:57 PM
1/29/2020 4:32 PM

1/29/2020 11:14 AM

1/29/2020 11:03 AM

1/29/2020 10:24 AM

1/28/2020 10:44 PM

1/28/2020 8:18 PM
1/28/2020 8:00 PM

1/28/2020 6:25 PM

1/28/2020 4:47 PM

1/28/2020 2:28 PM

1/28/2020 1:44 PM

1/28/2020 12:51 PM

1/28/2020 12:17 PM

1/28/2020 11:27 AM
1/28/2020 10:50 AM

1/28/2020 10:38 AM
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Let’s honor a real life African American woman who broke down barriers rather than a generic
feel-good concept.

So nice to honor her!

After reading Mrs. Tyler's her bio, | understand why she's noted as a legend. She was a
courageous lady who worked tirelessly to rid her neighborhood of vices, made government
officials live up to their responsibility for dealing with flooding and other problems that plagued
her neighborhood and worked diligently to ensure that African Americans got equitable
treatment and African American students receive a quality education. She was a phenomenon
woman.

Shirley Tyler was a significant role model and community leader. Please remember her
important contributions by naming this park after her.

considering the history of this location, | think unity is good name choice
Honor a person, Mrs. Tyler.
Shirley Tyler was our introduction to childhood education in 1998 and made a great start for us

Unity Park reflects an idea -- a future -- that | believe this City has tried to embrace. The
concept of this park and much of the sweat to initially build it was from neighbors who got
together from Hume Springs and Lynhaven neighborhoods, as well as students from Cora Kelly
- it was "the tale of a community coming together". [http://www.arlandria.org/2018/01/a-plan-for-
commonwealth-park.html ] Ms Tyler sounds like an amazing person but too many of our City's
recreation centers, schools, etc are named after people in the past. Its important to pay
respects to those before us, but I'm partial to Unity Park in this instance.

She was a wonderful educator and administrator who touched so many lives!

Shirley Tyler loved children and honoring her by naming the park would be a lasting legacy to
an educator

Love the idea that we can honor Shirley, especially during black history month.

| have long been opposed to any public infrastructure named after a human, no matter how
worthy.

No comment. Thanks
Thanks for this policy

When we moved to Del Ray over 30 years ago, we were warned to stay away from that area
because it was not safe. But because of the efforts of so many residents of many ethnicities
in the Reed, Mt. Vernon and Glebe communities, the area has thrived. Unity is the best name
to represent this transformation.

It feels like the world is very divided these days. The promotion of unity within our
communities feels 1. Important to me 2. A good reminder. 3. It rolls off the tongue nicely when
spoken.

Honoring black leaders in our community should be a priority

None

N/a

Better to remember people than to use arbitrary, impersonal names.

Unity park is not a good name for this park. It's just a small park for kids, not the whole
community. | prefer not to have parks honoring peoples names because there are two many
great Alexandrians for them to all have a park named after them. No signage would be
preferred as all the new signs which are too large and obtrusive are becoming quite an eyesore
in Alexandria. Just plant a tree instead of posting a sign and call it a del ray pocket park. Stop
wasting our tax money on naming parks and making signs and instead lower our property tax
rates, repeal the 1% restaurant tax and cancel the after 6pm parking meter requirements in old
town.

| like this as a park is a place bringing people together, uniting to visit, have fun, people
meeting for the 1st time because of the dog or child that they brought to this park.
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1/28/2020 8:24 AM
1/28/2020 12:08 AM

1/27/2020 3:46 PM

1/27/2020 1:19 PM
1/27/2020 12:19 PM
1/27/2020 10:16 AM
1/26/2020 6:59 PM

1/26/2020 5:14 PM
1/26/2020 9:21 AM

1/26/2020 9:01 AM
1/26/2020 8:28 AM

1/26/2020 7:51 AM
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1/26/2020 7:32 AM

1/26/2020 6:58 AM

1/25/2020 5:43 PM
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1/25/2020 2:43 PM
1/25/2020 1:15 PM
1/25/2020 11:51 AM

1/25/2020 10:29 AM
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All encompassing and indicative of the areas direction and motto of growth.
This historically black neighborhood should highlight it's awesome citizens!
Great idea to honor a wonderful person.

First off, | want to honor Shirley Tyler. She does deserve to be remembered and to have
something named after her. | would propose that renaming the Hume Springs Park after her. To
me, this makes a little more sense given all the work she has done for the children and
schools of this city. It is also closer to where she lived. To give some background. The name
Unity Park emerged as the leading contender during the time the City was soliciting names
form the community. A group of stakeholders met on several occasions to hammer out a
consensus, solicit feedback, and propose the name to the City. Included were representatives
from the Lynhaven Association, Rebuilding Together, Four Mile Run Conservatory, and even
Hume Springs Association. Even though later another name was submitted at the last minute
by a member of the Hume Springs Association. My reasoning why Unity Park is twofold. A)
The name also speaks to the fact that it sits between several neighborhoods B) Given this
history of this block of the city (including the incident outlined below), we believe that Unity
Park is a fitting name because speaks to hopes and dreams that we have for this park. That it
would be a place on connection, recreation, and fun for all of the people that live in the
neighborhoods surrounding it. It would also serve as a reminder of where we have come from
and where we are going. B) Given this history of this block of the city (including the incident
outlined below), we believe that Unity Park is a fitting name because speaks to hopes and
dreams that we have for this park. That it would be a place on connection, recreation, and fun
for all of the people that live in the neighborhoods surrounding it. It would also serve as a
reminder of where we have come from and where we are going. As you may know, in 1970, 19-
year-old Robin Gibson was murdered at the 711 that was located next to the current site of the
park. This ignited the racial tensions that had been brewing throughout desegregation. John L.
Hanna, assistant manager of the store, said he observed Gibson putting razor bags into a bag.
“Gibson then allegedly pulled a knife on Hanna. Hanna told police he then pulled a revolver
from his right hip pocket and fired once. Gibson staggered toward the door and collapsed.”
Immediately after the shooting at 6:35 p.m., a crowd began to gather outside the store. By 9
p.m., approximately 500 to 600 people had gathered outside the store. Violence broke out as
persons in the large crowd began hurling rocks. The crowd spread to other nearby stores,
where more rocks were thrown through windows and a fire was ignited. As the night went on,
the violence spread throughout Del Rey, more cars destroyed and cars overturned. Over the
next three nights, violence continued across the city: 14 arrests and seven cases of arson.
Hanna was charged with murder that night, but was released on $10,000 bond shortly
afterwards. In mid-June, Hanna admitted he had planted his own knife near the body. After one
trial ended in a hung jury, he pled guilty to manslaughter and served less than a year in prison
before he was paroled.

Would love to see strong female leaders and contributors honored.

The description neglected to say that she was the first female African American on the school
board.

Honor a community leader who made Alexandria better
Unity is what we strive for in our neighborhoods

Shirley Tyler has left a strong legacy in Alexandria. Serving both public and private schools,
she was an educator at heart and touched the lives of many children. Grace Episcopal School
honors her with Shirley Tyler Scholarships that allow eligible students to attend on a full
scholarship. Her passion for children and her desire to build strong communities are reasons to
name the park in her honor. She spent a lifetime celebrating the joy of childhood, the
importance of play and the benefit of community. A park also embodies those same virtues.

People like Shirley needs to be recognized in our city and their memory needs to live on.

This supreme court justice was the second woman on the highest court of the land and has
done more for the people of this country than the majority of public figures put together.

The best way to truly commemorate Unity in a town.

Regardless of the name, a plaque commemorating Ms. Shirley's contributions should be
available for all to read and understand at the park.
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1/25/2020 10:29 AM
1/25/2020 10:01 AM
1/25/2020 8:54 AM
1/25/2020 6:14 AM

1/24/2020 10:49 PM
1/24/2020 8:50 PM

1/24/2020 6:46 PM
1/24/2020 3:22 PM
1/24/2020 3:12 PM

1/24/2020 3:07 PM
1/24/2020 2:06 PM

1/24/2020 1:53 PM
1/24/2020 1:19 PM
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3550 Commonwealth Avenue Park Naming

| prefer names to have human associations honoring those who gave of themselves for the
benefit of the community.

UNITY speaks to me. | have no idea who Ms. Tyler was.
| rather Parks not be named after people.

| like a name that supports everyone in the community
nice to remember our history

It is more community-building and heritage-honoring to remember the people who contributed to
building our community than to simply use general terms for parks. Shirley Tyler Park is a
great choice!

Had not heard of her before now and so the name is a way to teach local history and honor.
Unity is way too generic, could be in any town.

My suggestion honors the past, the present, and a hopeful future.
She was a hero.
She well deserves this honor for she worked for everybody on this city

Can the next project be getting rid of the confederate statue on Washington Street? Hard to
have a Unity Park in a town that still celebrates segregation.

Naming for a local citizen that is well resptand gave much to the city is better than a generic
“feel good” name.

| like the name “unity park” as it sends a message of Community and inclusivity. You can add
a sign that includes an example of a an Alexandrian who embodied ‘unity’. Be sure to define
‘unity’ as a concept for the public. Great idea!

A fitting tribute.

"Unity" feels too abstract and personal, while the name of a person who has made significant
contributions to the community (and its unity) is more personal and meaningful.

Call it Unity Park and have a plague explaining who Ms. Tyler is...this overall unifies both ideas
She’s a wonderful person to memorialize and honor for all she represents

Thank you for opening this up for a vote! It would be great if the park could have some public
art.

N/A

| submitted this to the city on July 23rd, 2019 --- | apologize for contacting you at the 11th hour
to suggest a name for “3550 Commonwealth Park.” Unity Park has been put forward by
Lynhaven Civic Association. | would like to counter with “Shirley Tyler Park.” | submit to you
the following information. This is gleaned from her Living Legends tribute in 2014: For more
than 40 years, Mrs. Shirley Tyler was a community leader in Alexandria. Tyler and her family
(husband, son and daughter) moved to Arlandria, Alexandria in 1965 and she was an
Alexandria resident until her death in February 2018. She moved from Edison Street in Hume
Springs to Goodwin House in 2014. They were the first African American homeowners in their
neighborhood. Tyler became involved in the Arlandria Civic Association because of the
problems of: Flooding from Four Mile Run Tyler worked tirelessly to bring about what became
the Four Mile Run Flood Control Project by the US Army Corps of Engineers. Rat infestation
The group’s community efforts at resolving the problems with rats led to city rules requiring
trash to be placed in cans with lids. Drug dealing Their efforts at curtailing drug traffic were
ongoing and led to the establishment of a satellite police facility in the neighborhood. Housing
Also, as part of the Arlandria Citizens Association, she fought the intentional redlining by real
estate agents where absentee landlords did not keep their property in good shape or illegally
subdivided houses and apartments into multiple units. She was active in the desegregation of
Alexandria public schools. She worked closely with Living Legends Ferdinand Day and
Lynnwood Campbell and others to assure that her children and all children received a first-
class education. In 1973, Tyler was appointed to the Alexandria School Board. From 1974 to
1976, she served as vice chair and from 1980 to 1982 served as the first African American
female chairperson. She was an educator. From 1969 to 1979, she was a 2nd and 3rd grade
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1/24/2020 12:45 PM

1/24/2020 11:53 AM
1/24/2020 11:37 AM
1/24/2020 11:35 AM
1/24/2020 11:29 AM
1/24/2020 11:24 AM

1/24/2020 11:12 AM

1/24/2020 11:02 AM
1/24/2020 10:55 AM
1/24/2020 10:39 AM
1/24/2020 10:31 AM

1/24/2020 9:42 AM

1/24/2020 9:13 AM

1/24/2020 9:02 AM

1/24/2020 8:55 AM

1/24/2020 8:52 AM
1/24/2020 8:35 AM
1/24/2020 8:05 AM

1/24/2020 3:28 AM
1/24/2020 2:41 AM
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3550 Commonwealth Avenue Park Naming

teacher at Grace Episcopal School. In 1975, she became the Headmistress and remained in
that position until her retirement in 1989. Under Tyler's leadership the school’s scholarship
program provided opportunities for children from adjacent impoverished neighborhoods to
attend. Tyler was also involved with the addition of two recreation centers at Cora Kelly
School. Her Living Legend tribute goes into much more detail. You can find the link here if
more information is needed https://alexandrialegends.org/shirley-tyler/ | hope the above
information provides a picture of why | believe the name “Shirley Tyler Park” should be put
forward for the renaming of “3550 Commonwealth Park.” If you have any questions, please
contact me by email or at 571-265-8009. Thank you for your consideration. Sincerely,
Catherine Corp 133 Dale St Alexandria, VA 22305

name resonates and has an important message

| like naming the park for someone who has made a difference in the community, and think it's
important to highlight the lasting, positive contributions of African Americans in Alexandria.
Additionally, the name 'Unity Park' is very bland.

Appreciate historical context behind naming the park for one of Alexandria’s own.

I love the idea of this park being named for what we hope it will do: create unity in the
community. | also don't like naming things after people, no matter how wonderful they are/were.

It's important to recognize African American citizens of Alexandria who have made such
contributions, especially given Alexandria’s role in our nation’s racist past, from slavery to
housing discrimination

| like Parky McParkFace better.
No comment
None

| think honoring a woman, an African American woman, someone who helped build our
community is making a statement about who we are as a community. A community that
honors women, a community that honors and respects African Americans and a community
that is so 2020 and not an ok boomer community.

While | would be content with the first choice, the second choice commemorates a woman who
is important to the modern history of Alexandria, whose long service in many areas was so
important to the life of this city, and whose name should be remembered.

No additional comment.

It's a great tribute to an outstanding citizen.

| like this name because it is all inclusive.
Community leadership should be acknowledged.

We don’t have enough landmarks named after our residents of color. Remembering her with
this park is a way to remember this remarkable lady. | hadn’t heard about her until this survey.
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1/23/2020 10:50 PM
1/23/2020 10:30 PM

1/23/2020 10:22 PM
1/23/2020 10:21 PM

1/23/2020 9:54 PM

1/23/2020 9:26 PM
1/23/2020 9:21 PM
1/23/2020 8:58 PM
1/23/2020 8:42 PM

1/23/2020 8:39 PM

1/23/2020 8:29 PM
1/23/2020 8:21 PM
1/23/2020 8:14 PM
1/23/2020 8:14 PM
1/23/2020 8:13 PM
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Q3 If you would like to be contacted on the next steps of this process,
please provide your information below.

Answered: 102  Skipped: 354

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES
Name 99.02%
Company 0.00%
Address 0.00%
Address 2 0.00%
City/Town 0.00%
State/Province 0.00%
ZIP/Postal Code 0.00%
Country 0.00%
Email Address 97.06%
Phone Number 83.33%
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NAME

Lane Stone

Tim Twinam
Kathryn Tyler Prigmore
Lorrussia Averett
Eliza Engle
Michael Jones
Elizabeth Imphong
Valerie Williams
Andrea Collins
Ellis Barksdale
John J Roy

Mary

Debra Macklin

E. Smith

KR Williams

Jay Haigler
Amadoma Bediako
Annie Green
Travis Hopson
Bette Yancey

Lynn Rohrs

Ria Lurie

Ted Prosser
Joanne Eudy Davis
cleve corlett

Susy Howard

Rich Kelly

Ford E. Chinworth
Anne (Nancy) Thompson
Brenda Adams
Boyd Walker
SHERRYL DODD
Flanagan Family
Anne Berry
Gregory L Murphy
Charlie lovino

The Rev. David M. Croshy

3550 Commonwealth Avenue Park Naming
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DATE
2/20/2020 7:36 AM
2/18/2020 9:20 AM
2/17/2020 2:31 PM
2/13/2020 8:33 AM
2/12/2020 9:36 PM
2/12/2020 7:04 AM
2/10/2020 9:29 PM
2/10/2020 2:32 PM
2/10/2020 10:48 AM
2/9/2020 6:50 PM
2/9/2020 4:53 PM
2/9/2020 3:41 PM
2/9/2020 1:03 PM
2/9/2020 12:08 PM
2/9/2020 10:03 AM
2/9/2020 12:03 AM
2/8/2020 10:52 PM
2/8/2020 10:05 PM
2/8/2020 6:54 PM
2/8/2020 5:49 PM
2/8/2020 11:21 AM
2/8/2020 11:16 AM
2/8/2020 8:45 AM
2/7/2020 10:34 PM
2/7/2020 9:07 PM
2/7/2020 5:48 PM
2/7/2020 5:35 PM
2/7/2020 5:08 PM
2/7/2020 4:58 PM
2/5/2020 4:19 PM
2/5/2020 3:05 AM
2/4/2020 8:19 PM
2/4/2020 7:44 PM
2/4/2020 7:33 PM
2/4/2020 7:11 PM
2/4/2020 6:40 PM
2/4/2020 4:35 PM
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Christine M Crosby

Rukaiyah J Tyler
Anne Caputo
Renee Rutkowski
Alison Campbell
Chris Byrnes
Alison Kindler
Brooke scanlan
Peter G Baldwin

David Gak

Suzanne Higgins O'Malley

Stephanie Sykes
Lillian Patterson
Marian Pegram
john haines
Edward Blau

Eric Waskowicz

Catherine Richardson

Martha Lloyd

Lee Hernly

Clark Rachfal
Dustin Whitlow
Frank Mikolajczak
Rick Tyler, Jr.
Sandra Rangel
Jocelyn Moses
Laura LaVertu
Rosa Etta Byrd
Julia Byrnes
Adam Lipera

N/A

William Buschur
Sabrina Wear
Gwendolyn Halford
Nancy Lorentz
Richard Foley
Kathleen Bonck

Emily Allen

3550 Commonwealth Avenue Park Naming
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Attachment 4
2/4/2020 4:21 PM

2/4/2020 3:09 PM
2/4/2020 3:07 PM
2/4/2020 3:04 PM
2/4/2020 2:55 PM
2/4/2020 1:56 PM
2/4/2020 1:18 PM
2/4/2020 12:14 PM
2/4/2020 12:09 PM
2/4/2020 10:53 AM
2/4/2020 10:45 AM
2/4/2020 10:28 AM
2/4/2020 10:28 AM
2/4/2020 10:23 AM
2/4/2020 10:21 AM
2/4/2020 9:44 AM
2/4/2020 9:37 AM
2/4/2020 9:34 AM
2/4/2020 8:56 AM
2/1/2020 6:24 PM
1/31/2020 2:51 PM
1/31/2020 12:16 PM
1/31/2020 12:09 PM
1/31/2020 8:14 AM
1/30/2020 5:57 PM
1/28/2020 8:18 PM
1/28/2020 8:00 PM
1/28/2020 6:25 PM
1/28/2020 3:45 PM
1/28/2020 1:44 PM
1/28/2020 10:38 AM
1/28/2020 9:48 AM
1/28/2020 9:47 AM
1/28/2020 12:08 AM
1/27/2020 3:46 PM
1/27/2020 10:16 AM
1/26/2020 9:21 AM
1/26/2020 7:33 AM
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Ginny Richards
Diane Durant
Matthew Levens
Matthew Gillette
Betsy Whalen

Rich Hart

Sarah Bergin
Bethany LaMois
Patti Culbreth

XX

Shawn Eyer

none

Richard A Pantoja
Nelson E Greene Jr
Juanita Cheeks
Marian Robinson
Elizabeth Braverman
Catherine Corp

u

Sean Fredericks
MaryLynn Saunders
Claudia Garay
Monica Buek
Barbara Seaman
Liz Doughty Kane
Sara Martinez

COMPANY

There are no responses.

ADDRESS

There are no responses.

ADDRESS 2

There are no responses.

CITYITOWN

There are no responses.

STATE/PROVINCE

There are no responses.

ZIPIPOSTAL CODE

There are no responses.

3550 Commonwealth Avenue Park Naming
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Attachment 4
1/26/2020 7:32 AM

1/25/2020 8:54 AM
1/25/2020 7:41 AM
1/25/2020 6:14 AM
1/24/2020 10:27 PM
1/24/2020 7:20 PM
1/24/2020 7:17 PM
1/24/2020 5:05 PM
1/24/2020 3:12 PM
1/24/2020 2:06 PM
1/24/2020 11:24 AM
1/24/2020 11:02 AM
1/24/2020 10:55 AM
1/24/2020 10:39 AM
1/24/2020 10:15 AM
1/24/2020 9:13 AM
1/24/2020 7:25 AM
1/24/2020 2:41 AM
1/23/2020 10:50 PM
1/23/2020 9:55 PM
1/23/2020 8:42 PM
1/23/2020 8:29 PM
1/23/2020 8:20 PM
1/23/2020 8:14 PM
1/23/2020 8:13 PM
1/23/2020 8:09 PM
DATE

DATE

DATE

DATE

DATE

DATE
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COUNTRY DATE

There are no responses.
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3550 Commonwealth Avenue Park Naming

EMAIL ADDRESS

info@lanestonebooks.com
t_twinam@yahoo.com
ktpra5000@msn.com
theopolis3@yahoo.com
eengle@hcm2.com
mike.jones@gracealex.org
lizimphong@aol.com
williams515@ verizon.net
cnadine304@gmail.com
ehbark@aol.com
030478dc@gmail.com
marylwhiyehouse3@verizon.net
dtmacklin@verizon.net
ebabypoems@hotmail.com
kathrwms@gmail. com
JVista@aol.com
betterbirth52@gmail.com
drgreen2004@gmail.com
shoguntee@hotmail.com
betteyancey@comcast.net
weaverlynn47@gmail.com
me.lurie@me.com
tedpro3@yahoo.com
joanne.davis2016@outlook.com
cleve.corlett@verizon.net
showard@tmg-dc.com
richkelly@aol.com
chinworth.fe@verizon.net
nncythmpsn@gmail.com
bma815cap@aol.com
boydwalker2012@gmail.com
sherryldodd@gmail.com
gloriabill@comcast.net
anneberryva@gmail.com
glm69@icloud.com
charlie.iovino@gracealex.org

therevdmc@gmail.com

17722

Attachment 4
DATE
2/20/2020 7:36 AM
2/18/2020 9:20 AM
2/17/2020 2:31 PM
2/13/2020 8:33 AM
2/12/2020 9:36 PM
2/12/2020 7:04 AM
2/10/2020 9:29 PM
2/10/2020 2:32 PM
2/10/2020 10:48 AM
2/9/2020 6:50 PM
2/9/2020 4:53 PM
2/9/2020 3:41 PM
2/9/2020 1:03 PM
2/9/2020 12:08 PM
2/9/2020 10:03 AM
2/9/2020 12:03 AM
2/8/2020 10:52 PM
2/8/2020 10:05 PM
2/8/2020 6:54 PM
2/8/2020 5:49 PM
2/8/2020 11:21 AM
2/8/2020 11:16 AM
2/8/2020 8:45 AM
2/7/2020 10:34 PM
2/7/2020 9:07 PM
2/7/2020 5:48 PM
2/7/2020 5:35 PM
2/7/2020 5:08 PM
2/7/2020 4:58 PM
2/5/2020 4:19 PM
2/5/2020 3:05 AM
2/4/2020 8:19 PM
2/4/2020 7:44 PM
2/4/2020 7:33 PM
2/4/2020 7:11 PM
2/4/2020 6:40 PM
2/4/2020 4:35 PM



38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75

3550 Commonwealth Avenue Park Naming

cmcfaddencrosby @gmail.com
Rukaiyah.tyler@gmail.com
anne.caputo@gmail.com
flyingfish224@aol.com
alimal@aol.com

chrissbyrnes@gmail.com

ecdirector@graceschoolalex.org

brooke.3.murdock@gmail.com

pbaldwin@marketforcestrategies.com

davidgak@gmail.com
JSMKO@aol.com
stephanie.mash@gmail.com
lylpat@gmail.com
pegrammarian@gmail.com
john.haines3@verizon.net
ecb404@hotmail.com
ericwaskowicz@yahoo.com
catherine.richardson@ciab.com
martha.lloyd8@verizon.net
lee@portcitywire.com
clarkrachfal@aol.com
whitlowd@gmail.com
kojczak77@gmaill.com
arteetyler@gmail.com
sandyrwriter@gmail.com
jocelyn.moses@gmail.com
lelavertu@gmail.com
rebyrd@comcast.net
jbyrnes@graceschoolalex.org
alipera@arlingtonva.us
buschwacker87@gmail.com
sabrinabwear@gmail.com
gnhalford@gmail.com
nancylorentz@yahoo.com
rjpfoley @aol.com
colleen1900@gmail.com
rodneybonck@gmail.com

ejwhitingl@yahoo.com
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2/4/2020 4:21 PM

2/4/2020 3:09 PM
2/4/2020 3:07 PM
2/4/2020 3:04 PM
2/4/2020 2:55 PM
2/4/2020 1:56 PM
2/4/2020 1:18 PM
2/4/2020 12:14 PM
2/4/2020 12:09 PM
2/4/2020 10:53 AM
2/4/2020 10:45 AM
2/4/2020 10:28 AM
2/4/2020 10:28 AM
2/4/2020 10:23 AM
2/4/2020 10:21 AM
2/4/2020 9:44 AM
2/4/2020 9:37 AM
2/4/2020 9:34 AM
2/4/2020 8:56 AM
2/1/2020 6:24 PM
1/31/2020 2:51 PM
1/31/2020 12:16 PM
1/31/2020 12:09 PM
1/31/2020 8:14 AM
1/30/2020 5:57 PM
1/28/2020 8:18 PM
1/28/2020 8:00 PM
1/28/2020 6:25 PM
1/28/2020 3:45 PM
1/28/2020 1:44 PM
1/28/2020 9:48 AM
1/28/2020 9:47 AM
1/28/2020 12:08 AM
1/27/2020 3:46 PM
1/27/2020 10:16 AM
1/26/2020 6:59 PM
1/26/2020 9:21 AM
1/26/2020 7:33 AM
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ginnyrmail@aol.com
dianeyoungdurant@gmail.com
mklevens@gmail.com
betsywhalen@gmail.com
richardwhart19@gmail.com
sarahmbergin@gmail.com
litiheongo@gmail.com
pculbreth@graceschoolalex.org
none@nope.com
shawn.eyer@gmail.com

none
richapantoja@gmail.com
negjt@verizon.net
nita3882@verizon.net
marianrob@ymail.com
betsy.braverman9@gmail.com
ccorp9@aol.com
FREDERICKS.SEAN@GMAIL.COM
marysaunders@msn.com
claudia_v_garay@yahoo.com
jdbmub@aol.com
seacob@comcast.net
liz.m.kane@gmail.com

sara.j.martinez@gmail.com
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1/26/2020 7:32 AM

1/25/2020 8:54 AM
1/25/2020 7:41 AM
1/24/2020 10:27 PM
1/24/2020 7:20 PM
1/24/2020 7:17 PM
1/24/2020 5:05 PM
1/24/2020 3:12 PM
1/24/2020 2:06 PM
1/24/2020 11:24 AM
1/24/2020 11:02 AM
1/24/2020 10:55 AM
1/24/2020 10:39 AM
1/24/2020 10:15 AM
1/24/2020 9:13 AM
1/24/2020 7:25 AM
1/24/2020 2:41 AM
1/23/2020 9:55 PM
1/23/2020 8:42 PM
1/23/2020 8:29 PM
1/23/2020 8:20 PM
1/23/2020 8:14 PM
1/23/2020 8:13 PM
1/23/2020 8:09 PM
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PHONE NUMBER
7033072431

7866796758
703-568-0932
7033092086
7038877649
7035174737
4106726210
4435277026
7039947757
7039464366
202-575-0475
6466574913
7035997761
7035487681
405-269-3885
2027359092
7039663832
703/671-0996
703-999-8635
7039797790
571-329-2107
7033798199
7032128882
17037327269
7035829355
7039318766
7038379765
7039098118
202-669-7709
7032986241
3019227325
7037511412
7033070944
7036846018
7035773655
703-589-6726
9187408317

3550 Commonwealth Avenue Park Naming
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DATE

2/20/2020 7:36 AM
2/18/2020 9:20 AM
2/17/2020 2:31 PM
2/13/2020 8:33 AM
2/12/2020 9:36 PM
2/10/2020 9:29 PM
2/10/2020 2:32 PM
2/9/2020 6:50 PM
2/9/2020 3:41 PM
2/9/2020 1:03 PM
2/9/2020 12:03 AM
2/8/2020 10:52 PM
2/8/2020 10:05 PM
2/8/2020 5:49 PM
2/8/2020 11:21 AM
2/8/2020 11:16 AM
2/7/2020 10:34 PM
2/7/2020 9:07 PM
2/7/2020 5:48 PM
2/7/2020 5:35 PM
2/7/2020 5:08 PM
2/7/2020 4:58 PM
2/5/2020 4:19 PM
2/5/2020 3:05 AM
2/4/2020 8:19 PM
2/4/2020 7:44 PM
2/4/2020 7:33 PM
2/4/2020 7:11 PM
2/4/2020 6:40 PM
2/4/2020 4:21 PM
2/4/2020 3:09 PM
2/4/2020 3:07 PM
2/4/2020 3:04 PM
2/4/2020 2:55 PM
2/4/2020 1:56 PM
2/4/2020 1:18 PM
2/4/2020 12:14 PM
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7032000362
2159839827
2023661367
2674719654
7035780632
7034027854
703-518-4472
7036180366
2023206057
3017939418
2026420775
5404541846
7035174279
2406873883
5734620081
7169132470
5712059513
7035492931
7035495067
7032286557
864-423-8208
7032013012
7032160051
7036848563
15712121838
7039839042
7039090700
5856538367
2022550716
2027705659
7033990923
7038957087
5555555555
7034004950
none
7036081255
5712161128
7036839437

3550 Commonwealth Avenue Park Naming
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2/4/2020 12:09 PM

2/4/2020 10:53 AM
2/4/2020 10:45 AM
2/4/2020 10:28 AM
2/4/2020 10:28 AM
2/4/2020 10:23 AM
2/4/2020 9:44 AM
2/4/2020 9:37 AM
2/4/2020 9:34 AM
2/4/2020 8:56 AM
2/1/2020 6:24 PM
1/31/2020 12:16 PM
1/31/2020 12:09 PM
1/31/2020 8:14 AM
1/30/2020 5:57 PM
1/28/2020 8:18 PM
1/28/2020 8:00 PM
1/28/2020 6:25 PM
1/28/2020 3:45 PM
1/28/2020 1:44 PM
1/28/2020 9:48 AM
1/28/2020 9:47 AM
1/27/2020 3:46 PM
1/27/2020 10:16 AM
1/26/2020 9:21 AM
1/26/2020 7:33 AM
1/25/2020 8:54 AM
1/25/2020 7:41 AM
1/24/2020 10:27 PM
1/24/2020 7:20 PM
1/24/2020 7:17 PM
1/24/2020 3:12 PM
1/24/2020 2:06 PM
1/24/2020 11:24 AM
1/24/2020 11:02 AM
1/24/2020 10:55 AM
1/24/2020 10:39 AM
1/24/2020 10:15 AM



76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85

17034746574
4088289044
571-265-8009
5712416782
5712448516
7033007661
7037259220
7038232536
7039947685
7086926162

3550 Commonwealth Avenue Park Naming
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Attachment 4
1/24/2020 9:13 AM

1/24/2020 7:25 AM
1/24/2020 2:41 AM
1/23/2020 9:55 PM
1/23/2020 8:42 PM
1/23/2020 8:29 PM
1/23/2020 8:20 PM
1/23/2020 8:14 PM
1/23/2020 8:13 PM
1/23/2020 8:09 PM
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