
   Design Review Board Case #2014-0001 
1900 Jamieson Avenue – Bright Horizons Playground 

                        _______________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Application General Data 

Project Name: 
Block G – Bright Horizons Day Care Center 
 
Location: 
1900 Jamieson Avenue 
 
Applicant: 
Bright Horizons Childrens Center  

DRB Date: July 17, 2014 

Site Area: Block G – east side 

Zone: CDD#1 

Proposed Use: 
Playground adjacent to 
proposed day care use 

Gross Floor 
Area: 

N/A 

Purpose of Application: 

New playground for adjacent day care use.   

Staff Reviewers: Thomas H. Canfield, AIA tom.canfield@alexandriava.gov 
              Robert Kerns, AICP, robert.kerns@alexandriava.gov 

Gary Wagner, RLA, gary.wagner@alexandriava.gov  
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I.  SUMMARY OF ISSUES  
  
Bright Horizons has submitted a special use permit to the City for a day care facility with 166 
children and 34 staff to occupy approximately 13,000 square feet of floor space at 1900 Jamieson 
Avenue. The hours of operation will be 7am to 6pm, Monday – Friday. A portion of this space is 
currently occupied by the Carlyle Club. The Carlyle Club’s lease expires in January and they are 
looking to occupy a new space at the Helicopter Association building at 1920 Ballenger Avenue. 
The day care facility wishes to use an existing pocket park on the west side of the existing 
building for a playground. Any change to the pocket park requires review and approval by the 
DRB. Currently the open space consists predominantly of a large grassy area, with some 
landscape beds along the west edge of the space. Concurrently with this review, staff is 
reviewing an administrative special use permit for the day care use in the building. One of the 
conditions that staff will impose is the ability for the public to use the playground when not in 
use by the day care facility. Staff has no issues with the proposed playground at this location and 
recommends approval by the DRB, with some suggested changes. 
 
II.  PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
Background 
The pocket park is essentially a green space located between a 5-story building (1900 Jamieson 
Avenue) to the east and a 10-story PTO office building to the west. The park was originally 
designed as a passive park, and consists of a lawn panel with plantings along the western edge. 
The space is not used intensely because there are essentially no amenities in the park. 
 
Project Details 
The pocket park is located on the west side of the existing building where the day care operation 
will be located, and is approximately 6,800 square feet in size. The applicant intends to provide a 
5 ft high fence to enclose the park with gates that will be closed to the public during hours of 
operation, but will be open to the public thereafter. A variety of playground equipment will be 
provided for the various age groups that will offer a variety of experiences for the different age 
children. 
 
III. STAFF ANALYSIS 
 
In general, staff is supportive of the playground at this location. The current park is underutilized 
and the playground will offer a place for other children in the neighborhood to play after day 
care hours and on weekends. However, staff has a few concerns with the design of the 
playground, and recommends the following changes: 
 

 Relocate the fence along the public sidewalk back to allow some public space. It is 
suggested that the fence be moved back beyond the existing gas meter on the adjacent 
building. See attached sketch. 

 Reduce the size of the fence from 5 feet proposed to between 3 and 4 ft. A 5-foot-high 
fence seems to be excessive and would privatize the space.                                                 
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 Place the existing bench that is currently in the park along the public sidewalk and 
provide landscaping between the fence and the bench. Provide another bench facing the 
playground. 

 Provide a low fence along the existing plantings along the west edge to protect the 
plantings from children playing. 

 Add another gate where the fence crosses over the existing concrete sidewalk. 
 

  
IV. CONCLUSION  
 
Staff recommends approval of the playground, subject to the changes mentioned above. 
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STAFF SKETCH – 7-14-14 
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