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C h a n g e s  t o  L E E D

USGBC summary changes from LEED v2 to LEED v4

New Requirements 
Added

Previous Credits 
Now Required

Previous Credits Made 
More Stringent

Location & 
Transportation

(New Category Added)


Site Sustainability 

Water Efficiency   

Energy & Atmosphere   

Materials & Resources  

Indoor Environment 

Innovation & Design 



S e l e c t  M a j o r  C h a n g e s
New Requirements 

Added
Previous Credits 
Now Required

Previous Credits Made 
More Stringent

Water 
Efficiency

• Must reduce landscape water use by 
30%

• Must be capable of measuring whole 
building water use

• Must use 20% less water than baseline • Water savings credit increased from 
20% less water than baseline to 30% -
40% less than baseline

• Outdoor water use reduction credit 
requires 50% reduction in landscape 
water use

• Indoor water use reduction credit 
requires WaterSense labels on certain 
fixtures and fittings

Energy • Must be capable of measuring whole 
building energy use

• Engage Commissioning Authority by 
end of design development phase

• End-uses that represent 10% or more of 
the total energy consumption must be 
metered. 

• Meters must be connected to building 
automation system.

• Updated reference standards from 
ASHRAE 2004 to 2010

• Results in baseline required
energy savings of ~23% for office, 
~22% for retail, and ~8% for 
residential

• Minimum energy cost savings increased 
from 10.5% to 12%

USGBC summary changes from LEED v2 to LEED v4



C e n t r a l  P l a c e  R e s i d e n t i a l  C a s e  S t u d y

Building Overview

- Built directly adjacent to new Rosslyn Metro Entrance

- 377 Apartments

- 35k SF Retail

- 30 floors – 350’ tall

- Designed in 2008 by Beyer Blinder Belle

LEED Certification Level: 

When designed (2008) – LEED v2 Silver

When built (2014) – LEED v3 Certified

If built in 2019 – LEED v4 Not Certified
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