
North Potomac Yard  

Advisory Group Meeting #5| July 25, 2016 



• Summary 6/27 & Worksession Discussion 

• Framework Streets Briefing 

•Group Exercise/Discussion      

•Public Comment  

•Next Steps & Wrap Up   
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Concept Option Feedback 
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WORKSHOP OPTION #1 



Concept Option Feedback 

5 

WORKSHOP OPTION #2  NORTH 



Concept Option Feedback 
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WORKSHOP OPTION #2 SOUTH 



Concept Option Feedback 
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• The design of the plaza should provide visual cues between the Metro, BRT, and 
adjacent uses that are inherent and intentionally achieve the following: sense of 
arrival, orientation, and destination.  

 
• Important  that transportation modes (BRT and Metro) interact and are connected, 

but a direct connection may not be the only solution; visual connections can still 
achieve the same outcome.  

 
• The function of BRT, serving as an alternative transportation mode to Metro.  
 
• Short term drop-off/parking adjacent to Metro should be efficient and 

accommodated within the street framework. 
 
• Option 2 South as the least favorable choice among the groups, and the proximity 

of the 2 South station entrance to the Glebe Road station entrance is the closest of 
all the options (and therefore the least efficient in terms of ridership capture). As a 
result, in order to narrow the focus of the discussion, Option 1 and Option 2 North 
will be used for discussion and evaluation of the Framework Streets/Blocks 
discussion in AG Meeting #5.   
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Pedestrian Access 

1. Which option achieves the best pedestrian access to open 

spaces, transit modes, and destinations? 

 

Integrated Transit 

2. Which option best achieves an integrated transit network 

(Metro, BRT, and local bus circulation)? 

 

3. Which option best accomplishes the 2010 Plan and 

Transportation Master Plan goal of accommodating 

pedestrian, bicycle, transit, and cars, prioritized in that order? 
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• Streets 

• Block Sizes 

• Mix of Uses 

• Integration with 
transit 

• Open space – 
Parks 

“The building of cities is one of man’s greatest achievements”  
  - Edmond Bacon 

10 



• Streets are an 
important 
resource, for 
transportation, 
retail, 
neighborhood 
interaction and a 
sense of identity 
 

• Access to diverse 
spaces – such as 
great streets and 
blocks are 
important open 
space resources 
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1 street 

1 route 
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2 streets 

2 routes 
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• 5x5 streets = 70 routes 

• 6x6 streets = 252 routes 

• 7x7 streets = 924 routes 

•8x8 streets = 3,432 routes 

•9x9 streets = 12,870 routes 
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Bike Paths & Trails 

Sidewalks 

Promenades 

Mid Block Connections Shared Streets 15 

Roads 
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B Pedestrian 
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A 
 Frontage  

Zone 
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North Potomac Yard  
(Generally)  

Old Town  Del Ray 
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• Interconnected series of pedestrian scale streets, blocks, 
and open spaces. 

• Required street grid based on Alexandria’s historic pattern 
• Block size/ grid variations at Metro station and Crescent 

Park 
• Street connections to existing street network, rest of 

Potomac Yard, and Arlington 
• Hierarchy of streets that serve different vehicular and 

pedestrian needs.  
• All streets designed to favor the pedestrian and keep 

vehicle speeds low.  

Pg. 14 & 15, North Potomac Yard SAP 



24 

Note: Open space can be located in  

either location in Phase II 
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Note: Open space can be located in either location in Phase II 
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Note: Open space can be located in  

either location in Phase II 
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31 Note: Open space can be located in either location in Phase II 
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Option 2 Framework Streets & Open Space 

Option 1 Framework Streets & Open Space 

310’ 

120’ 

410’ 

600’ 

180’ 
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Option 1 

Option 2 
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Typical Section 

Option 2 - Park Road 
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Group Discussion 



Criteria 
Option 1 

(Potomac Avenue located 

along Landbay K Park) 

Option 2 
(Potomac Avenue located 

within development) 

Notes 

Pedestrian Access 

Which option achieves the best 

pedestrian access to open spaces, 

transit modes, and destinations? 

      

Integrated Transit 

Which option best achieves an 

integrated transit network (Metro, 

BRT, and local bus circulation)? 

      

Which option best accomplishes 

the 2010 Plan and Transportation 

Master Plan goal of 

accommodating pedestrian, 

bicycle, transit, and cars, 

prioritized in that order? 
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