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MAURY ELEMENTARY WALKABOUT DETAILS

Å Date: November 22, 2016

Å Observation: Arrival

Å Participants: 

Å Toole Design Group staff

Å City of Alexandria Transportation Planning staff

Å Alexandria Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Committee members

Å Maury ES Parent Teacher Association representatives

Å Maury ES parents

Å Purpose:

Å Observe school arrival process

Å Evaluate school-zone infrastructure

Å Assess existing Safe Routes to School programming
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OVERVIEW OF MAURY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

85%
15%

1 mile >1 mile

As reported in 2016 Parent Survey.

441
Total students

Average of ñto schoolò and ñfrom schoolò modes

as reported in 2014 Student Travel Tallies.

STUDENT DISTANCE FROM SCHOOL

STUDENT TRAVEL MODES
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STUDENT DISTANCE FROM SCHOOL DETAIL

Distance
Percentage

of Students

¼ mile 45%

½ mile 27%

1 mile 13%

2 miles 11%

>2 miles 4%

The hollow circle on the map 

represents the direct distance 

buffers from the school. The 

colored polygons show the 

distance along the road network.

As reported in 2016 Parent Survey



EXISTING CONDITIONS

5



TRAVEL PATTERNS
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Fall 2014 Student Travel Tallies
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TRAVEL PATTERNS CONTINUED
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Fall 2016 Parent Survey

Issues reported to affect the decision to not allow a child to walk or bike 

to/from school by parents of children who do not walk or bike to/from school

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%

Convenience of Driving

Weather or climate

Child's Participation in After School Programs

Time

Violence or Crime

Adults to Bike/Walk With

Sidewalks or Pathways

Distance

Crossing Guards

Speed of Traffic Along Route

Amount of Traffic Along Route

Safety of Intersections and Crossings

Percent of Responses

Top 3 issues are:

-Safety of intersections and crossings (79%)

-Amount of traffic along route (70%)

-Speed of traffic along route (67%)
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PEDESTRIAN NETWORK

There are only a few gaps in 

the sidewalk network

SidewalksïMost 

sidewalks are at least 4 

feet wide, and include a 

buffer from the roadway

Crosswalksï

Intersections immediately 

adjacent to the school 

have marked crosswalks 

that have faded and 

inconsistent markings

Curb rampsïCurb 

ramps are present at all 

intersections but many are 

missing detectable 

warning surfaces
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BICYCLING NETWORK

King Street ïEast-west 

connection with bike lanes

Commonwealth Ave ï

North-south connection 

with bike lanes

Braddock Road ïEast-

west connection with bike 

lanes

Residential Side Streets 

ïEast-west streets 

adjacent to school with low 

traffic volumes and low 

traffic speeds



Arrival

- All students enter the building through the front 

door on Russell Road

Drop-off Zone

- The designated bus drop-off zone is on Russell 

Road between W Chapman St and W Oak St. 

Six buses drop-off at Maury ES.

- Vehicles drop-off at the same location once 

buses depart

- Drop-offs were also observed at:
- W Oak St

- Northbound Russell Rd between W Walnut St and W Oak St

Vehicular Drop-Off

ARRIVAL OBSERVATIONS

Bus Drop-Off



ARRIVAL OBSERVATIONS

Russell Rd and W Oak St

- The crossing guard at this 

intersection helps students and 

parents cross Russell Rd. 

However, a short pedestrian 

crossing phase and vehicular 

congestion that blocks the 

intersection are challenges. 

- Heavy flow of pedestrians from W 

Oak St with a few bicyclists.

School Zone Signage

- School zone flashing beacon 

facing southbound traffic on 

Russell Rd not operating.

- School zone flashing beacon 

facing northbound traffic on 

Russell Rd not operating and 

obscured by vegetation. 

Russell Rd and W Walnut St

- Over 25 students observed walking 

from this intersection.

Crossing Guard



ENGINEERING 

RECOMMENDATIONS
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INFRASTRUCTURE RECOMMENDATIONS MAP



GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS WITHIN ½ MILE OF SCHOOL 
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Recommendations

Restripe existing crosswalks

Update curb ramps to meet current ADA guidelines

ADA Accessible curb ramp at W Maple St & Russell Rd



SCHOOL ZONE SIGNAGE
Additional Detail on 
Following Slide


