
Proposed Designs for Ramsey 
Homes



Original Plans by Delos Smith of Smith, Werner and Billings, July 15, 1941 

First proposed Site Plan with center larger apartment building and two quadplexes (not built to this plan)



Original Plans by Delos Smith of Smith, Werner and Billings, July 15, 1941 

First proposed elevation of center large apartment building with concrete piers and shiplap siding (not built)



Original Plans by Delos Smith of Smith, Werner and Billings, July 15, 1941 

First proposed elevation of quadplex units with concrete slab and drop and shiplap siding (not built)



Revised Plans by Delos Smith of Smith, Werner and Billings, Oct. 10, 1941 

Revised Site Plan with four quadplexes (constructed)



Revised Plans by Delos Smith of Smith, 
Werner and Billings, Oct. 10, 1941 

Elevations with Fabcrete: Entrance Door Side and 

Living Room Side(constructed)



Revised Plans by Delos Smith of Smith, Werner and Billings, Oct. 10, 1941 

Floor plans of typical unit in quadplex with first floor on left and second floor on right



Revised Plans by Delos Smith of Smith, Werner and Billings, Oct. 10, 1941 

Detail of proposed skylights over bath since bath had no windows. 



Wooden plaque to be 

installed once completed.



Delos H. Smith, FAIA (1884-1963)
• Project Architect and Noted Architectural Historian

• Inaugural member of the OHAD Board of Architectural Review

• Worked for US Housing Authority and Alexandria Housing Board

• Noted ecclesiastical and civic architect
• Rebuilding of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church Rock Creek

• US Capitol Prayer Room

• New York Avenue Presbyterian Church

• Montgomery County Court House in Rockville, MD



Elements of Modern Design
• Influenced by Bauhaus and International Style

• Underlying social purpose

• Overtly unornamented

• Use of experimental, industrial and durable materials (precast 

concrete panels, metal canopies)

• Structure informs design

• Rectilinear: Flat roofs, punched windows, flat façade 

• Use of green space and courtyards to encourage health



Concrete Panel Construction (Fabcrete or Vita Crete)

Cameron Valley Homes under Construction with Experimental Precast Concrete Slabs 

(Source: The Architectural Record, 1942)





Fabcrete Patent (1939)


