Tracking the Brig Uncas in Historic Newspapers

One of the most useful sources for doing historical maritime research are local
newspapers. Just like today, newspapers in the 18th and 19th centuries were sources for all kinds
of information, ranging from national and international news, to local rumors and gossip, to
advertisements and other public announcements. From a surviving ship manifest, we know that
Franklin & Armfield sent 92 enslaved people from Alexandria to New Orleans aboard the Brig
Uncas in the fall of 1833. Using historic newspapers, we can better reconstruct the voyages of
specific ships as they moved from port to port.

The advertisements published in historic newspapers can tell us about the businesses that
were operating in the past. On October 30th, 1833, the same day the Uncas left Alexandria for
New Orleans, Franklin & Armfield published this ad in the Alexandria Gazette, advertising the
services of the firm’s two ships, the Uncas and the Tribune, and regular service between
Alexandria and New Orleans. During the shipping months (the fall, winter, and spring), these
ships would travel back and forth between Alexandria and New Orleans, carrying enslaved
people to New Orleans and goods and commaodities like sugar back to Alexandria.
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Alexandria and Neéw Orlenans
PACKETS. |
The Brig TRIBUNE, Captain Wm. LA |
Siwnith, and Brig UNCAS, Capt. Joseph J& ,
C. Moore. The ‘I'ribune is now ready for sea, and wiil
sail as-soon as the health of New Orleans is restored.
The Uncas will follow in fifteen or twenty days theve-
after. Should the Potomnac keep open, one of the
packets will sail from this port as above every thirly
days throughout the shipping season. These vessels
are commanded by experienced and accommodating |
officers—will &t all times go up the Mississippi dy
steam —and every exertion used to promote the inter-
est of shippers and benefit of passengers. For cabin
or steerage passage, only, apply to
FRANKLIN, ARMFIELD & Co.
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Port town newspapers published lists of arriving and
departing ships. Sometimes appearing under the heading
“Marine Lists,” “Marine Intelligence,” “Marine Journal,”
or simply “Ship News,” these pieces would list the
names of vessels coming into or leaving port and often
included the names of their captains and where they were
going/coming from. On October 31, 1833, the
Alexandria Gazette reported that the Brig Uncas,
captained by [Joseph] Moore, departed Alexandria the
day before, on October 30, 1833, for New Orleans.

ALEXANDRIA MARINE LIST.

. Saicep, Nov. 5, .
Shlp Virginia, Turner, Amsterdam.
British Brig Fair Barbadiab, Ryland, Barba-
does.
“British Schr. Caraboo, Doane, Hahfax.,

Ship Jupller, Knapp, sailed from Norfolk 2d
instant for leerm, with emigrants,

ALEMNDAI'A MARINE LIST.

SaiLep, QOor. 30,
- Brig Uncas, Monre, New Orleans.
Wind N. W

Schr. Washinutuu, Koapp, hence at New

Yurk 28th.
- Schr. Live Oak, in 13 days from St. Thomas,

left Brig Remittance, Beers, of this port for St.

Domingo. |
Spoken, October 224, off Cape May, Schr.

Ranger, from Bangor.for this port.

A week after the Uncas left Alexandria, it was
reported in the Alexandria Gazette [11-6-

1833] that the ship had made it to Hampton Roads
at the mouth of the Chesapeake Bay.
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CPORT OF NEW.ORLEANS.
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CLEARED. .
Vhip Howy, bee, Pieree, Liverpool,  Lincoln & (ireen,
Hnpgan Ballseun, Duldur, Hordeang, — Nagany e, & Co.
Brig Johu & Yobe, Butnet; Marsollea
L l_lurn‘cnn. Hrown & Cu,
mm%\'g;n.

Parket alip Lontsrille, S'elees 15 drya from N York, to
Puster & Thiton e

Blip Amelen, lllllmnﬁ?[wm N York, to White & ¢,

Bhip Limenld, Ton! from Hoaton 1, I8 Gale,

Brig Gasttva Baruat, Maniny from Bardeanx, to J
Gnroder.

Uit Uneas, Maaie, fraan Mexandel e,

W
h

On Friday, November 29, 1833, four weeks after
the Uncas departed Alexandria, the brig finally
arrives in New Orleans. This notice, while difficult
to read, appeared in the New-Orleans Commercial
Bulletin the following day and tersely states, “Brig
Uncas, Moore, from Alexandria,” noting that it was
towed into port by steam tow boat Huntress.

Beig Blvbiy Urace, Gom Portsisith, N, to Wi G ] e
Tlewen a3 ¢ T _
Heig Globy, Prute, 63 daye from Malaga, Win G Hewes, | - sty sy sttt | chea
mndeo. | WARING JOURNAL. | w
1hig ik, Coburn, frons Bath, tomaster, — A‘::'LT“IH' DF NEIW AR e — | ——
tehr 5t ligo, Lindner, fiom Apalachiedin, ' Held NEW 2RLEANS. .
Htcnner Chiestr, Peice, lrom #t Laalg, ; CLEARED TO-DAY. . A
Srewmer Varpaw, Knating, fron Clucinnatl, | Ship Serior, Stacey, Liverpool, - oral
Kteamer Zrab, Myery, (remn Natchez. n ) J Tievman, Curddy & co f:lr
ftenin Wy boat Huntvess, Merrimohy, from 1108 West Ship Lawsa, Gndday, New-Yark, Master | p o
- : ‘- ProorooroAaneme ‘o . ¢| Barque Hannibal, Lots, Liverponl, - SE Ny
Gurden, Forstall & co ‘cajl
{ | Brig Janet Dunlap, Scett, Glasgow, ::e )
) A & J Dennistown b b1
_| Brig Heary Pa'lman, Lemont, Pliladelphia, Fnlﬂl'l
g LH Gule B: E:
;. Brig Charles Miller, Inight, New York, 1 "
. . . . . . . Harrod &' Quasles ;:f:
While this marine list makes no mention of the 92 ;| Brig Waokineo, Wing, New Bedford, - —
, < . Cockayne, Walts & co ]]
enslaved people known to have been aboard the 1 | Schr. dntario, Wish, Port au-Prinee,)
. . . N s Harrod & Quarles | and
Uncas, the next time the brig lands in New Orleans s ARRIVED TO-DAY. e
Ty Stejmer Chugl Justice Marshal, from Gran e
on February 7, 1834, the does note, “Brig Uncas, Guit, jith ollop, &. to consionees. —
. . - " AXRIVED YESTERDAY. G
Moore, from Alexandria, via Norfolk, with slaves t0 3| . _fqiteat Natchiez, Mornson, from the Passes, | iis
Franklin. and to order.” “ Fowedlo sea ship Bolivar, brigs Horace and Na fe
, .

poleol; and schr. Elzabeth—brought up ship [ —-
Cf’gsc; £, _nnd brig Uncas. MNothing new tn the ] !
river,/Lelt the bar on Tuesday. At anchor ont | A®-
side, ofe brig and packet ship Lomsvilie waiting | Just
sleam

81 Shij Cresernt, Haley, 18 days fim Portsmonth, j
1, | with @rgo to the master. E;
. Bri; Uncas, More, from Alexandrin, via Nor-

11 folk, vith slaves o Frankhn, and to order. Mal

5 Steuner Herone, Castleman, fin Tehula, with pare
= | cargn ta Rreyrolds, Byme & co; Harris, Wiight & fe
t. | en; Martiy, Plessunts & co; Wilkinsen, MeNeill w
r 1 & co; J G Greeves, Lockhart & Arrot, and others. I
Steamer Baycu Sara, Maomford, from Bayou D

Sara, with eargs 10 J Hogan & co; Harrie, Wright (;-:
n| & co; Walldes & co, and others, i
r«|  Stezmer Abeonn, Glover, fin Marchester, with E]
3t | carge to Harris, Wrght co; J Hagan & co, aimd
nthers.

Sreamer Lady Washingtan, Gordon, from.Ope-
lousas, wuth cargoto J Hagan & eo, and others.
n Steager Caspan, Kunball, fin Nutchitoches,
« | with cajzo to J Hayun & co, and others.

' Sicaner Amu'er, Busham, lm Point La Hache,
i with eafuo and passengers, -

Steaner Adolphe, Carrier, fin Opelousas, with
¥5 | cargn D order. )
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. Georze.)
b.—Saged, Prince Rezent, White, $1.
oy, doMagzuet, Sullivan, do,; An,
‘'eveoRRale, Chambers, Baltimore;
AdetaNe, Moran, Philadelphiv-
2ith, Potomae, Miarbury, lkln\nn, e \hcluel
Philadelphia.—290th. arr. & Aghington, Holdredse, N
York, (of)) Sailed, Tally -Ho, ]‘cabodj, Virginia; (.Low
Bristol, Boston.

0150]‘-1‘0\' Dee. 7.—Arr. brig Aquilla, Boardman, Londn
et. 15, -

PROVIDENCE, Dee. 7.—The brig reported on the Torty
X l:i proved to be the Franklin, {of Warren,) as stated yes
terday.

HOLM OLE, Dec. 5.~Arr. briz Grampus, Brewstr,
Malaga; schr. Ea paichinan, Trinidad.

A pilot was \m(enlw tit~axt hoard of & brig from Hondy-
s, {probably the Frauklin ») andtras. Do doub: putinto e
Jove "--..
NEW-ORLE: ANS, Dec. 7.—Arr. ship Isaac Hicks, Iogr-
wll. Havre 41 days.
Cleared, brig Uncas, Mgy

LIVERPOOL, Oct.
vannah; hnd-—lmu M
Underwond, N. Orleans
Superior, Brown, Mobil

re, Alexandria.

While no New Orleans newspapers could be

found online for December 1833 to document the
Uncas’s departure from that city, the comings and
goings of ships was newsworthy enough that some
papers frequently published regional or even national
arrivals and departures of ships. Listed on December
18 as the very last line in this two-column list, the
Charleston Courier in South Carolina notes the Brig
Uncas of Alexandria left New Orleans two weeks
prior on December 7.

—ALDXANDRIA ’\IARI\TE 'LIST.

Anmven, Decrmren 29,
Brig Uncas, Moore, New Orleans 14 days;

to Franklin, Armiield & Co, and Sugar to Edw.

Datngerlicld,
Schr, Armada, Phithrook, Eastport; Salt to

A. C. Cazenove & Co.

Schr, Globe, Snow, Boston; Plaster to W.
Fowle & Co. and freight to the District.
. ‘Fhree-masted Schr. Mary, Caborn, Boston;
Plaster to W. Fowle & Co.

Wixp Suulh Eas!

! Brig Kmnr Lear, Arey, hence at Charleston
23d. de Lliza Jane, Keily, do. do. 1
| Schooner Palestine, Wilsen, hence atUlarles-‘
"ton, 72 hours from the Capes, 234.

Scheoner Baltimore, Dutch, hence at New

York 28th,

—— " yeres v— T —h

Finally, on the last day of the year, the Alexandria Gazette reported that the Brig Uncas
arrived back in port from New Orleans two days earlier. The paper also reported that it was
carrying a cargo of sugar belonging to Edward Dangerfield and that the trip took 14 days, about

half the time of the journey there.

Combining information published in historical newspapers with other kinds of documents
(like ship manifests) helps us reconstruct the movement of specific ships and trace the domestic
slave trade between places like Alexandria and the rest of the country.
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