


JUNETEENTH

The Alexandria Black History Museum has celebrated Juneteenth for almost 30 years. Then Museum 

Director Eugene Thompson worked with Randy Stevens and the African American Heritage Committee to 

realize his idea for the Museum to host an annual Juneteenth celebration.

The early celebrations were small festivals with a mayoral reading of the Emancipation Proclamation 

followed by food, vendors, performances, and children’s games and crafts.

Later events featured film screenings, children’s programming, an open house featuring doll houses of 

historic Alexandria, and lectures by notable speakers, such as U.S. Senate Chaplain Barry Black, co-

sponsored by the Northern Virginia Urban League, and historian C.R. Gibbs.

For the second year ABHM’s celebrations are virtual so we thought we would take a trip down memory 

lane at some of our past celebrations together…



2003

Featured storytelling with Princess Ayo



2005

Featured the Psi Nu 

Chapter,

Omega Psi Phi 

Fraternity 



2006



2007



2007

Featured 

Alexandrian 

comedian 

Andy Evans, 

Smooth & EZ 

Hand Dance 

Institute 



2007

Featured storyteller 

Baba Jamal Koram



2008

Featured a dance performance by 

the Lesole Dance Project and a 

book signing by Charles E. Cobb Jr.



2009



2010



2011

Featured The Washington Revels Jubilee Voices 

and members of a Buffalo Soldiers education group



2018 & 2019

For our last two in-person Juneteenth celebrations in 

2018 and 2019, the Alexandria Black History Museum 

partnered with the Northern Virginia Urban League to 

host events at both Freedom House and the Shiloh 

Baptist Church.



In the News: Alexandria 

Gazette Packet June 7, 2007



These are just some of the many films we have screened at our Juneteenth celebrations 

over the years. Some have a national/international theme and others focus on Alexandria

Back to Africa – A Spiritual Search for Family and Ancestral Heritage – follows Sade’s spiritual quest from 

America to Nigeria in search of her father, Professor Ajayi Esan

Workin’ from Can’t to Can’t: African American Cowboys in Texas

Black Pioneers: True Facts of the West

Dreadlocks and the Three Bears

Earl Lloyd: A Living Legend – a biographical sketch of the Alexandrian basketball player

Funn Around Town: Black Facts: An Alexandria Historical Perspective

Quilombo – Carlos Diegues’ historical saga about the self-governed communities of self-emancipated 

people in the mountainous regions of Brazil

Rhythms of the World Anthology – the very best of world beat music hosted by Peter Gabriel and Bobby 

McFerrin

Roots of Resistance: A Story of the Underground Railroad

The Massachusetts 54th Colored Infantry

Uncle Tom’s Cabin – an adaptation of Harriet Beecher Stowe’s novel



Adbul Malik Sabazz - Artist

Aboki

African Heritage Dancers & Drummers

Andrew Robinson – Black history speaker

Andy Evans – Alexandria comedian

Anita Boyd – musical performer

Arnie “Stoker” Russell

Baile’s African Drum Works

Bi-Divine Band

“Captain Fly” – WPFW disc jockey

Captain Moorehead – children’s entertainment

Char McCargo Bah – genealogy workshop

Chaz Conic – comic and hip hop artist

Christian Love Gospel Singers

Christopher Fields - poet

Clarence Turner Blue Band

Company of Sisters – oral history program

Dancing with a Purpose – praise dancers

Daoud Adamu – singer

DC Blues Society Inc.

Dean Drummers

DeLoris L. Davis

Dena N. Newman – gospel singer

Dr. Akinsola Akiwowo – Yoruba language classes

Dr. Feelgood – ULS band

Dr. Judith Saunders Burton - storyteller

Dr. Robert Byrd Blues Band

Dr. Schroeder Cherry – puppet performer

East of the River Boys & Girls Steel Band

Edith Sodolo

Eternity Gospel Singers

Extreme Band

These are just some of the many artists, performers, musicians, dancers, historians, 

educators and more that have featured in our many Juneteenth celebrations over the years



Habeebah Muhammad – history of the Muslim 

community

In The Basement Productions

Isabelle Smith – martial arts

Jeanette Carson – lecturer on Black memorabilia

Jermaine Shannon “Soul Enforcer”

Jim Beck Blues

Joe Carter – educator

Joel Davessel – recording artist

Kim Gordon - dancer

Kwabena Sawyer - drummer

Larry Jarvis – motown and jazz band

Louis Carter

Louis Chamberlain – genealogy workshop

Mr. Chet Hines – D.C. Blues Society

Mt. Jezreel Specials

Nyemiah Wigglesworth - African head wraps 

One Stop Entertainment

Ondrea Ryhems - poet

Pam Ward

Pearline Waldrop, The Anacostia Museum – face 

painting

Princess Ayo Durodola – storyteller

Richmond Boys Choir

Robert Byrd Blues Band

Robert Norhern – wind instruments & African drums

Sandi English - storyteller

Sandra Y. Johnson – singer

Shamel Turner, aka “Ms. P” – a capella vocal 

performance

Sherwood Blues band

These are just some of the many artists, performers, musicians, dancers, historians, 

educators and more that have featured in our many Juneteenth celebrations over the years



Smooth & EZ Hand Dance Institute 

Sons of Shiloh Step Team

Sonny Warner – R&B artists

Steven Samuel & Company

Tapestry Theatre

T. C. Williams Step Center

The Amazing Clown

The Amazing Josini - actor, illusionist, ventriloquist

The Charles Houston Dancers

The Poetry Man

The Singing Angels

The Twirl Factory

The William Ramsay Center Dancers

Toni Samuel

Trinidad Musical Group

True Expressions

These are just some of the many artists, performers, musicians, dancers, historians, 

educators and more that have featured in our many Juneteenth celebrations over the years

Twana Williams

Voices of Agape Choir

Wanda Aikens – children’s crafts

Washington Revels Jubilee Voices

Xavier Jackson



These are just some of the many organizations and groups that have worked with us at our 

many Juneteenth celebrations over the years

African American Female Re-Enactors

Association for the Study of African American Life 

and History (ASALH)

Boy Scouts of America

Buffalo Soldiers of Alexandria

Center for Afro-American History & Culture

City of Alexandria Information services 

Democratic Committee

Departmental Progressive Club

Ebenezer Baptist Church

First Agape Baptist Church

GMMAC

Hopkins House

Housing Development Authority

Mary McLeod Bethune Council House National 

Historic Site

MHCDO Headquarters

Mount Jezreel Baptist Church

NAACP Alexandria Va. Branch

National Coalition of Blacks for Reparations in America

National Underground Railway (NPS)

Saint John Baptist Church

Shiloh Baptist Church

Sixteenth Tabernacle (Black Jewish Congregation)

The Great Blacks In Wax Museum

The National Associations of Juneteenth Lineage, Inc.

The Ovation Group

The Red Hatters of Alexandria

Vincent Walker

Washington City Paper

WETA 

Whole Foods

Wholistic Family Agape Ministries Institute

Wm. Euille & Associates



We would like to say a big thank you 

to all the many members of staff and 

volunteers who have helped us run 

these events over the years. We 

could not have done it without you!

Did you attend a Juneteenth event at 

the Alexandria Black History Museum? 

If so we’d love to hear from you. 

Recognize anyone in the photographs? 

We’d love to hear about that too.


