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Slavery in Alexandria



Benjamin Banneker, a Free Man of Color in 
Alexandria

Benjamin Banneker, a gifted and
educated free Black, was a federal
surveyor during the planning of the
new District of Columbia. He camped in
Alexandria in 1791 at Jones Point
during the project.



African American Sites along the Duke Street 
Corridor

Franklin and Armfield slave 
coffle in Alexandria, VA, 1836

Courtesy of the Library of Congress

Duke Street ─ site for hiring out slaves by some slave owners ─ would see
coffles of slaves being marched to the waterfront or further south for sale

Bruin Slave Jail

Mary and Emily
Edmonson

Alexandria African 
American Heritage 

Park





Alexandria’s earliest organized civil rights action

National Cemetery on Wilkes Street 
in Alexandria, VA
Courtesy of the National Archives, Brady Collection United States Colored Troops 

(USCT), c. 1864
Courtesy of Charles Joyce



Fighting Against Racial Injustice

These two Alexandria residents fought for African American rights 
at the local and national level

Freeman H.M. Murray (right) 
with Niagara Movement 
leaders at Harpers Ferry

Dr. Oswald Durant, 
physician and NAACP 

member



The Historic 1939 Library Sit-In

Samuel Wilbert 
Tucker

1939 sit-in arrest in 
front of Alexandria 

Library 
717 Queen Street

Robert Robinson 
Library, c. 1940



The Secret Seven and the 42 Points
Front row (l-r): Ferdinand Day, Nelson Greene Sr., back row: 

Connie Ring, Gwen Menefee-Smith, Patsy Ticer, Mayor Bill Euille
and Melvin Miller 

Courtesy of Steven Halperson

Alexandria Civil Rights Leaders



Annie B. Rose Lorraine Funn
Atkins

Grassroots Activists in  Alexandria

Eudora Lyles



Forgotten Moments in Alexandria Civil Rights History

Ira Robinson, activist and attorney, 
calmed rioters. He then became the 
first African American elected to City 

Council since Reconstruction

Robin Gibson, age 19, killed at 
7-11 in 1970. His murder 

sparked 3 days of rioting with 
14 arrests and 7 cases of 

arson.

Blois Hundley, an ACPS cook fired by 
T.C. Williams in 1958 for suing to 

integrate Alexandria schools



New Spotlight on African American Heritage

African American 
Heritage Trail 
Committee

Committee is working to design 
heritage trails offering a 
comprehensive focus on African 
American history in all areas of 
the City

Fort Ward Interpretive Plan
An African American community developed on the 
grounds surrounding Fort Ward that endured for 
nearly a century. In the 1950s, the City of Alexandria 
began to acquire land from the residents to restore 
the historic fort and establish Fort Ward Park. The 
new interpretive plan seeks to unify the African 
American and Civil War experience into a cohesive 
narrative about freedom.



Upcoming Programming

Coming Fall 2019
In partnership with Northern Virginia Community College (NVCC)
• 1619: Race, Gender, and the State, a panel discussion about issues 

impacting race relations in Virginia 
• Gabriel’s Revolt, a short film produced by NVCC students
• Premier of the short film Our Alexandria by Robin Hamilton

Coming February 2020
• Screening of The Rape of Recy Taylor
• Lecture by Dr. Thomas Wallace of Howard University on his new book 

Rethinking Rufus: Sexual Violations of Enslaved Men
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