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THE AUDACITY TO 

DREAM 

Robert N. Dawkins, Founder 
Alexandria African American Hall of Fame 

Project Director 

"I Have a Dream." "Dare to Dream." "The American Dream." Synonyms for "dream" 

include: wish, hope, goal, ambition, and desire. Dreaming implies something that is 

outside of reality. For too many African Americans, a dream of freedom has always 

been out of reach. There is an opinion among some that once the "dream" of an 

African-American President was realized, that the United States reached a post-racial 

moment - that race didn't matter anymore. But Barack Obama didn't even have the 

freedom to wear a tan suit in the summertime. 

There are many freedoms today that African Americans did not have access to prior to 

the Civil Rights Era- the freedom to sit anywhere at a lunch counter, to ride a bus in 

any seat, to attend any school that suited our educational needs. Earl Lloyd was born 

in 1928- in the middle of Jim Crow in Alexandria, Virginia. He and his family lived 

in sub-standard housing in the "Berg." In his school years, he and his peers 

experienced extreme and intense segregation. Under "separate but equal" laws, he 

learned from second-hand textbooks, and played sports in a makeshift gymnasium. He 

and students who looked like him were barred from facilities such as the library, 

swimming pool, bowling alley, and roller-skating rink. He had access to none of those 

freedoms as a young man. Armed with an obstinate will to succeed, Earl overcame the 

obstacles in his path again and again, collecting accolades, which culminated in a 

place in the National Basketball Association Hall of Fame in 2003. 

It could be said that Earl had the audacity to dream. But dreaming is not new to 

African Americans. It is sometimes the only escape we can access to rise above our 

circumstances. It is dreaming that woke Earl up in the morning. It was dreaming that 

carried him day after day from the sub-standard housing where he lived to the 

separate, and certainly unequal, schools he attended. Dreaming can carry an 

individual through life. But it was a unique combination of dreams and action that 

carried Earl as far as he went. 

P.O. Box 1051 
Alexandria, VA 22313 

571-217-9951
Email: aaahalloffame13@gmail.com Website: www.alexandriaafricanamericanhalloffame.org 
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Action propelled Earl to attend West Virginia State College, where he was a two-time 
All-America selection, and where he helped lead his school to an undefeated 30-0 
season in 194 7-48. Action assisted when he was selected in the ninth round of the 
1950 NBA Draft by the Washington Capitols. Action was the reason Earl was the first 
African-American to play in an NBA game on October 31, 1950. The act of realizing 
those dreams in the face of insurmountable opposition, and facing that opposition 
every day - in the store, on the street, on his team, in the media - was how Earl 
succeeded. The act of tuning out all the messages that said he was not enough, that he 
was less than, that he was not human, would stagger most men. But for Earl Lloyd, it 
was the path he was given, and he would see it to the end. This combination of 
imagination, action, resilience, and courage is not one we see often. It takes a special 
person to be the first at anything. To be the first African American, playing a 
relatively new, exclusively white, sport at the national level, in the 1950s, requires 
levels of dedication and perseverance that many of us do not possess. 

We can trace a line from Earl Lloyd and his life of determination to today's 
domination of the NBA by African-American players. Earl dreamt, and acted, and 
overcame, so we could be amazed by Michael Jordan, Kobe Bryant, and Lebron 
James. They will continue to tread the path for those behind them. African Americans 
have done so in every sport, and in every profession. From law to space travel, we 
continue to pursue economic, educational and employment equity.

As we reflect on Earls incredible journey we ask him how did it feel to be the first 
African American to play in the NBA. "I do not play it up or down, I just hope I 
conducted myself where I made it easier for others, and I think I did." 

"Happy Birthday Earl" 
Welcome Home 

P.O. Box 1051 
Alxandria, VA 22313 

571-217-9951
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A Historical Legacy 

As chairman of the Alexandria African American Hall of Fame, I have had the benefit of 

learning and experiencing African American History in Alexandria, VA. Once again, another 

historical opportunity is upon us and the city today - an eight foot bronze statue of Alexandria's 

own Earl Francis Lloyd. 

It is because of Earl's love for Alexandria, that Charlita Lloyd, his widow, donated the bronze 

statue to the Alexandria African American Hall of Fame, on April 28th, 2020 to be placed in the 

Charles Houston Recreation Center, the former site of Parker-Gray High School where Earl 

attended and played basketball. The Alexandria African American Hall of Fame then donated the 

statue to the city of Alexandria. 

I have only had the opportunity of meeting Mr. Earl Francis Lloyd briefly on two occasions. But 

during those brief occasions, I had the opportunity of witnessing what I have been hearing others 

say about Mr. Lloyd and the kind of man and person he was. 

Through the countless conversations with numerous people, I have experienced many stories 

from his wife, Charlita, the Lloyd family, and all who provided pre-recordings for the virtual 

statue unveiling program. A number of friends reiterated how he was not only a good basketball 

player but a kind, humble and caring human being, who was about laying the footprints for 

others who followed. 

When speaking of or remembering Earl Francis Lloyd, legacy is not enough to convey the 

breadth and scope of what he shared with us and what he leaves behind. His groundbreaking 

career was anchored in a higher calling. His choices were purposeful and honest. With a career 

full of firsts, he forged a path for those to come after him. He spent his entire career uplifting 

humanity. I am forever grateful for his legacy and for the way he answered his calling. 

The statue is a strong historical legacy that will add to the rich African American History and 

benefit visitors, the community and future generations to come. 

Julian "Butch" Haley, Jr. 

Chairman Alexandria African American Hall of Fame 
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The NCAA basketball Final Four is the culmination of what is known as March Madness and 
the NCAA Division I basketball tournament crowns the National Champion. It is also the 
National Association of Basketball Coaches (NABC) national convention full of coaches of all 
levels from all over the world. It is a time for coaches to gather, connect, learn, see the new 
gear and equipment and celebrate the year of college basketball. 

In 2012 the Final Four was held in the wonderful city of New Orleans, Louisiana. I had not 
been attending the Final Four for several years as my wife, Jennifer, and I had two young 
children that keeps you from doing non-essential travel. However, this year was different, it 
was New Orleans!! My wife had never been there and she requested that we go so she could 
experience Bourbon Street and all the food, music and culture the area offers. So we booked 
our trip and headed to the Big Easy!! 

One of the big attractions is the expo with all the various vendors that has anything from 
sneakers to awards to travel assistance to technology that could possibly be used to give 
basketball coaches and their program an advantage. As soon as I picked up my credentials 
and walked into the vast Ernest N. MoriaI Convention Center on Canal Street a large statue 
of Shaquille O’Neal caught my eye from across the expo. West Virginia State University had 
already procured the funds for a new basketball arena to be built in the next couple of years 
and my mission was to honor my dear friend and the first African American to ever play in a 
NBA basketball game, Mr. Earl Lloyd. 

I immediately went to see what this Shaq statue was all about and how could I get one done 
of Earl Lloyd for our lobby. I walked up to the booth and stood staring up at the Shaq statue 
like a kid window shopping during Christmas. Oh how I wanted one of Mr. Lloyd. I was startled 
a bit when a man walked up and said, “Hello, how can I help you?” I learned the man was 
Brian Hanlon, the official sculptor for the Naismith Basketball Hall of Fame. I said, “How much 
would one of those cost?” pointing at the Shaq statue. He simply replied “oh I don’t know, 
who do you want one of?” When I said Earl Lloyd, he quickly snapped his head and looked 
at me with pure enjoyment and said, “Do you mean THE Earl Lloyd?” I was shocked because 
very few people know Earl Lloyd’s story and certainly not a caucasian sculptor. I said, “Yes the 
Earl Lloyd who was the first African-American to play in a NBA basketball game, he played his 
college career at West Virginia State University and I am the coach there.” Brian calmly and 
confidently said, “Well, I am the guy who is going to do it for you and we will figure out the 
price later.” 

He then went on to tell me of how he met Mr. Lloyd at the first Final Four he had ever 
attended and as Mr. Lloyd always did, he warmly welcomed Brian to his world and sat with him 
at the games and dinners. So by the end of the weekend, Brian had the same feeling about 
the trailblazing pioneer we all do who met Mr. Lloyd, LOVE!! Later that year Brian invited me 
to the Naismith Basketball Hall of Fame induction where he introduced me to the gracious, 
Manny Jackson, who provided the funding to make my dream come true!! 

This all happened because my wife wanted to see New Orleans!!!

How the Earl Lloyd statue came to be

Brian Poore
West Virginia State University Coach
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DREAM TEAM

Despite the inadequate facilities and resources, the 1946 
Parker-Gray boys’ basketball team, became known as the 
“DREAM TEAM”, after they defeated a select All-Star team 
from Washington D.C.’s Inter-High high school league. The 
segregated inter-high high school league was considered 
one of the hotbeds for boys’ basketball during that time.

16

“My senior year in high school, we enjoyed a lot of success, 
and it was even more of an accomplishment when we saw 
what we had to deal with. We didn’t have a gymnasium, 
a baseball field, a track-absolutely nothing. Here we’re 
sitting in Alexandria, eight miles from Washington, capital 
of the nation, and we had nothing.”

“Here we’re sitting in Alexandria, eight miles from 
Washington, capital of the nation, and we had nothing.”



18 1918

Earl Lloyd (#22) poses with his 
1948 championship teammates 

and Coach Mark Cardwell.
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The West Virginia State College 1946 basketball team’s 
mode of transportation was not one of “Luxury” ... they 
had to make regular stops in the fields or in the woods.

TRANSPORTATION
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FORT SILL, OKLAHOMA

“For me, at every major stop along my 
incredible journey, there was nothing 
for me but a whole lot of love.”

Against all odds from Parker-Gray High School, West 
Virginia State College, the Washington Capitols, Earl 
navigated the negative challenges he encountered and 
excelled far beyond anyone’s expectations academically,
socially and athletically, to become a Champion and a 
Hall of Famer.

FACING PAGE: Earl is the third person from the left in the front row 
with 4th Army Champions Fort Sill.

THE RESILIENCE
OF A CHAMPION
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The other day, thinking of the magnitude of the statue that would soon be unveiled in 
Alexandria, I went back and found the first column I ever wrote about Earl Lloyd. It was 30 
years ago, when I was a young columnist with The Post-Standard in Syracuse, and December 
1991 marked the 100th anniversary of the creation of the game of basketball. 

I wanted to find the right person to signify the moment in Syracuse, a town rich in basketball 
lore and history. I was still new to the community, and I had learned only recently that one of 
the stalwarts on the old Syracuse Nationals of the National Basketball Association had also 
been the first African-American to set foot in a sanctioned regular-season NBA game. 

That was a stunning contribution, not simply to sport but to the national fabric. Yet Earl 
Lloyd, who should have been a household name to anyone who loves basketball, was hardly 
remembered for that milestone in Syracuse - or nationally, for that matter. So I tracked 
him down in Detroit, where he was involved with a school district program to rekindle the 
educational passion of teenagers at risk of dropping out, and he did exactly what anyone 
who knew Earl would expect:

He downplayed his own significance. He spoke with reverence and appreciation of Jackie 
Robinson, who shattered longstanding segregation in Major League Baseball. Earl spoke of 
the importance of the work he was doing in the schools, and he established a pattern that 
would continue through the extent of what I now gratefully describe as a friendship that 
ended only with Earl’s death in 2015: 

Over the years he would unfailingly mention such groundbreakers as Dolly King and William 
“Pop” Gates, among the Black pioneers who made a mark in the old National Basketball 
League that was so foundational to the NBA. He would speak with warmth and gratitude of 
Chuck Cooper and Nathaniel “Sweetwater’’ Clifton, who came into the league at the same 
pivotal time as he did, in 1950.

Earl was unceasingly and unfailingly humble, which in a beautiful way is part of why his old 
Parker-Gray community will celebrate this statue in his honor, and why I think it would have 
held such staggering meaning for him. I know that he would look in memory at childhood 
home in Alexandria - at his family and his classmates and the teachers to whom he offered 
such respect - and he would say:

They are the ones who deserve a monument, and I think he would insist that what you are 
doing today is really a tribute to all of them. Whenever he spoke of his success, he always 
measured his own life by the “handprints” of those who helped him navigate what at the time 
seemed an almost impossible passage.
 
He preferred not to speak about himself, and it was only in many conversations over the 
years that what Earl endured was laid clear: The brutal insults and taunts hurled at him 
from the stands in many cities. The hotels and restaurants that served his white teammates 
and sent him away. The landlords in white neighborhoods who refused to consider renting 
him a home, even when he was a starter in Syracuse on one of the best teams in the best 
professional basketball league in the world.

Reflections 
Sean Kirst

 
While he would say it, his unshakeable grace and courage were made clear over the years 
by his contemporaries. It explains why such giants of the game as Bill Russell and Oscar 
Robertson were there to see Earl’s first statue dedicated in 2014 at West Virginia State, the 
college he loved as a cradle and a refuge.

“He was everything to us,’’ said Jim Tucker, who died in 2020, some 65 years after joining Earl 
as one of the first two Blacks to ever play on an NBA champion when the 1954-55 Syracuse 
Nationals won it all.

Tucker revered Earl, and he grew emotional when he saw him seven years ago, at that earlier 
dedication. Tucker was only 21 when he arrived in Syracuse, and he quickly grew frustrated 
at the constraints he saw and felt everywhere throughout the league, from the fashion in 
which he was often treated when the team was on the road to the limitations put on the way 
in which he was asked to play the game. 

Earl was a friend, a guide, a listener, a protector. He knew his way around the league, knew 
what it took to survive, knew they had to meet an entirely different and unwritten standard 
than what was demanded of their white contemporaries.
 
He knew - he always knew - they were there for everyone still waiting to come in.

Certainly, Earl imparted a lesson to Tucker and other young African-American players he 
learned himself from Louis Johnson, his coach at Parker-Gray. Johnson’s own experience and 
perspective were the major reasons Earl went on to West Virginia State - meaning the coach 
was a critically important figure in his life. 

Of Johnson, Earl said: “He taught me early: So much in life comes back to how you carry 
yourself. If you’re angry, make it work for you. Or else it buries you.”

Tucker, who went on to a successful career in business, never forgot. Those lessons were 
offered with warmth and relentless humor and above all else, with love - which was really 
Earl’s defining quality, and the reason we all gather today.
 
I was fortunate enough, in the late 2000s, to be the guy who wrote it down as Earl laid out 
his memoir. What was most interesting about the process was what he sought to do. He kept 
going back and sculpting it down, cutting away material until the book came together as a 
few central themes Earl wanted to make clear, and one of them certainly was this: 

Alexandria would always be the place he associated with everything he achieved. It was 
home to the parents who showed him the meaning of devotion, courage and hard work and 
to the teachers he saw as noble and selfless in a suffocating era of Jim Crow segregation. It 
was where he attended Parker-Gray, a chance to meet inspired classmates he recalled with 
admiration, the school that he felt prepared him to face a system built in so many ways to 
shut him down.

Instead, Earl broke through in unforgettable and enduring ways. I am lucky to know Earl’s 
wife Charlie and their family, the most powerful of witnesses to a truth that we all know: The 
extraordinary nature of Earl’s presence explains why it is so easy to call up his voice even now, 
to feel his words as much as hear them at the times we miss him most, and I think if we pause 
to listen we can be sure of one thing. 

What you are doing here would have meant the world to Earl Lloyd.
 

Sean Kirst, a longtime friend of Earl Lloyd, was co-author of Earl’s memoir, ‘Moonfixer’ 
and is a recipient of journalism’s Ernie Pyle Award for human interest writing.
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My Letter Of 

Thanks, Gratitude & Love
To My Mentor, Earl Francis Lloyd! 

26

In December of 2007, the pupil and his teacher are joined 
together again as the naming of the T.C. Williams basketball 
court becomes officially, “The Earl Lloyd Court!” Jimmy Lewis 
and Earl Lloyd both attended and played basketball at Parker-
Gray High School in the 1960’s and 1940’s respectively.

Earl,
I believe without any doubt, that you were my guardian Angel who had a tremendous 
influence on the arc of my life. Like you, I grew up in Alexandria, Virginia and at an 
early age, fell in love with sports. I was one of many young Alexandrians who heard 
of you, saw you on the playgrounds and felt the comfort of your genuine interest. It 
was the summer of 1958 and as a twelve year old, all I knew about the NBA was Elgin 
Baylor and you. Baylor, because he was from Washington, DC and you because you 
were right in front of me as I tried to learn about sports. It is true that young people 
can sense sincerity and will trust those who show them by example that they care. 
My development in basketball led us to a crossroads where you greatly assisted in 
my earning a full basketball scholarship to West Virginia University. Your call to your 
former teammate George King, who was the new Head coach at WVU, set my path 
towards higher education and college basketball. “THANK” you for helping me to 
gain that wonderful opportunity! 

My “GRATITUDE” remained strong as you also helped me to get my first job after 
college with Chrysler in Detroit, Michigan. Two years later, you made another call to 
Ed Martin at Tennessee State University and he hired me as his graduate assistant 
coach purely on your recommendation. I just retired from a fifty year coaching career 
which was inspired by watching you coach during a time when I was not sure of a 
career choice. I am so “GRATEFUL” that like you, I have hopefully touched the lives 
of young people through a Ministry of coaching! 

I “LOVED” my father and next to him, you were the most significant male figure in 
my life. When I was able to bring you to Fordham University to speak to the student 
athletes, we all felt your loving words of wisdom. When you were inducted in to the 
Naismith Basketball Hall Of Fame, I drove from our home in Stamford, Connecticut 
to join in with the crowds as you walked by so that I could shake your hand and 
show my “LOVE”. When you had the gym floor at T.C. Williams High School in our 
hometown of Alexandria named after you, I was thrilled to introduce you before I 
coached the girls team that marvelous day. When I called to check on your health 
and share my latest coaching opportunity, you always said to keep riding that horse 
and that you loved me ... l always knew that you did from that first encounter on the 
playground in Alexandria in 1958 and I know that you knew and felt my “LOVE” for 
you as well! 

Rest in Peace in Eternity as your work on GOD’s earth was well done!
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A house cannot stand for long without a strong foundation. 
Neither can a man of great character like Earl Lloyd, who 
frequently praised his foundation that was laid by the black 
men and women of Alexandria, Virginia.
 
Earl was raised by struggling but proud folks when strict racial 
segregation was the practice and the law of the land in his 
hometown. So it’s truly fitting that the statue that celebrates 
Earl’s incredible success at Parker-Gray High School, West 
Virginia State College, and as the first black player in an NBA 
game will now be a focal point of the Alexandria African 
American Hall of Fame. 

As I interviewed Earl many times for my book “They Cleared 
the Lane: the NBA’s Black Pioneers,” he often spoke about the 
people he revered who shaped him. “In my hometown, I could 
have started a role model agency: two older brothers, my Mom 
and Dad, my teachers and your coaches,” he said. “You just 
knew what was expected of you. If we had a curfew, the whole 
town knew it.” 

His father, Theodore Lloyd, supported the family by working in 
a coal yard, but if there was balloting for sainthood, Earl would 
have voted for his mother, Daisy Lloyd. “Cleanliness is next to 
Godliness” would have been her motto, and it served Earl well 
throughout his life. He was always respectful, well-scrubbed 
and well-dressed. If someone rejected him, it might be because 
of his color, but not because of his behavior or attire. 

Ron Thomas
“They Cleared the Lane” 

Director, Morehouse College 
Journalism and Sports Program 

Earl’s high school basketball coach, Louis Johnson, showed 
him what respect and trust looked like. “Never raised his voice, 
never cursed, but he was the man,” Earl recalled. So when 
Coach Johnson recommended his alma mater, West Virginia 
State, to Earl and his mother, no other college mattered. The 
coach was right. Playing for Johnson’s college teammate, Mark 
Cardwell, Earl’s teams went 80-14 and in 1947-48 became the 
CIAA’s first undefeated team. 

But you didn’t need to be a parent or someone with a title to 
impact Earl’s life. Just the fact that Alexandria’s black adults 
left their sofas to watch Earl and his peers play basketball on 
dirt courts on Friday nights made him feel appreciated as a 
teenager.

Today, black youth have evidence everywhere that intelligence 
and diligence can be rewarded. Look no farther than former 
President Barack Obama, current Vice President Kamala Harris 
or Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin Ill to know that is true. 

But Earl was raised in Alexandria when such stature could not 
have been imagined by its black residents. A black policeman 
wasn’t hired here until Earl was 37 years old, so the foundation 
beneath his feet was based on adults in this community having 
blind faith in the future. 

Let’s all thank Earl’s wife, Charlita Lloyd, for donating to this Hall 
of Fame a duplicate of the statue West Virginia State erected in 
his honor. There could be no better tribute to the black people 
of Alexandria who lifted Earl with their love.
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1020 MONTGOMERY STREET ALEXANDRIA, VA - 
On Saturday, Alexandria City Council will consider an honorary 
street name proposal for a groundbreaking athlete who hailed 
from the city. The Alexandria African American Hall of Fame 
proposed naming a section of Montgomery Street for the late Earl 
Lloyd, an Alexandria resident who was the first African American 
athlete to play in an NBA game. 

The name “Earl F. Lloyd Way” in the 1000 block of Montgomery 
Street would honor Lloyd and recognize his legacy in the 
community, according to a city staff report. This block of 
Montgomery Street between North Henry Street and North 
Patrick Street is the site of his childhood home in the Parker-
Gray area.

A STREET NAMED

In the application, the Alexandria African American Hall of Fame 
described Lloyd as a pioneer who came before Michael Jordan, 
Magic Johnson, Julius Erving, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, Bill Russell, 
and Wilt Chamberlain. He is credited with helping to “knock down 
the barriers of racism in the NBA, showing the rest of the world 
that African Americans know how to play the game of basketball 
on the highest level.”

Lloyd grew up in a segregated community known as “The Berg,” 
attending segregated public schools in Alexandria and graduating 
with honors. As one of Parker-Gray's most celebrated student 
athletes, he went on to West Virginia State with a basketball 
scholarship and helped his team win two CIAA Championships. In 
1950, he was selected by the former Washington Capitols, one of 
three African Americans drafted into the NBA that year. After his 
playing career ended in 1960, he became the first Black coach in 
the NBA and was inducted into the Naismith Memorial Basketball 
Hall of Fame in 2003. Lloyd died in 2015. 

The Alexandria Planning Commission unanimously recommended 
approval of the name. The property owner on both sides of the 
Montgomery Street block, the Alexandria Redevelopment and 
Housing Authority, endorsed the request.

ROBERT N. DAWKINS, Founder of AAAHOF
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The Visit
Joe Biden’s dad was a stock holder of the Syracuse Nationals 
Basketball Team. He and his dad often went to the games and saw 
Earl as a player. As you know Earl was the only black player on the 
team at that time.

Well, fast forward to 2010 when Earl and I went vacationing in DC, 
we got a call from Vice President Joe Biden inviting us to visit him 
in his White House office. Wow, what a wonderful surprise. Come 
to find out the Vice President Biden got my cell number from Sean 
Kirst, friend and author of Earl’s book (The Basketball Journey of 
Earl Lloyd). The visit was marvelous!!! Vice President Biden then 
took us down the hall to meet President Obama but, unfortunately 
the President was just taking off to another engagement, so we just 
missed him.

Now, it’s 2012 and we got a call from Vice President Biden’s office 
inviting us to attend the “Motown Concert” which was to be held in 
the White House ... again, yippee, wow!!! Of course, it was a grand 
event and we enjoyed every minute of it. Being from Detroit we 
knew all of the entertainers personally; Detroit is a big city but a 
small town, at least for all of us old timers. What a fabulous evening!!!

Thinking back those were really fun and happy times. 

Sincerely,

Charlita Lloyd

33

Destination
The White House

Charlita D. Lloyd, Vice President 
Joseph R. Biden and Earl F. Lloyd
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Men Of Stature

34

William F. (Bill) Russell and Earl 
Francis Lloyd at the unveiling of the 

Earl Lloyd statue March 7, 2014, 
West Virginia State University.
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Denver Dan

STATUE UNVEILING 
Karen Lloyd  •  Cornelius Lloyd

STATUE DONATION
Charlita Lloyd

SCULPTOR
Brian Hanlon

PROGRAM LAYOUT
Robert N. Dawkins  •  Jack Browand, Acting Deputy Director

Emily Bielen, Graphic Designer, Recreation, Parks & Cultural Activities

AUDIO / VIDEO / VIRTUAL 
Derek Lymus, Municipal Media Services 

Justin Thompson, New Media Content Coordinator

CONSULTANTS / CONTRIBUTORS
Lynne Harris Taylor Productions  •  Stephen A. Martin

Julian Brown, NOVA Legends  •  Simpson Development Co.
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In 1997 at the request of Robert Dawkins, Director of Hoop Academy 
International Inc., I Derek Lymus, Director of Video Productions for Hoop 
Academy Project, had the distinct pleasure of conducting an impromptu 
interview with Alexandria’s most celebrated Hall of Fame Basketball 
Player Earl F. Lloyd. It was during an event in honor of Earl F. Lloyd at 
Bolling Air Force Base that I began to interview Earl for the next 15 
years on different occasions. I cannot recall whether one interview was 
more significant than the other, however 10 years after I had met Earl, I 
had no idea that I would be interviewing him in his home.

At the request of Mr. Dawkins, in 2007, I was en route to Crossville, 
Tennessee, with Video production equipment and cameraman Rodney 
Clark in tow as a welcomed guest in the home of Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd, to 
conduct a unique and unprecedented interview, (that included lodging 
and superb hospitality) with Earl Lloyd and Harley “Skeeter” Swift, 
a former National Basketball Association (NBA) player, who is also a 
native Alexandrian residing in Tennessee.

This three-day interview was one that rarely occurs involving two living 
legends from the same hometown, one black disadvantaged, one 
white priveleged from different sides of the tracks. Earl grew up during 
extreme racial Segregation with limited resources, and where the system 
was designed for him and all black people to fail.

Skeeter, on the other hand, who is white, grew up during integration 
and with white privileges. During the interview Earl stated that Skeeter 
was a very unique individual and that there will never be another Harley 
“Skeeter” Swift story in Alexandria again. You see, from kindergarten 
through his college graduation, Earl F. Lloyd, growing up Alexandria, 
Virginia never had a white classmate much less a white friend.

Robert Dawkins, HOOP ACADEMY DIRECTOR, another Skeeter Swift 

“A Revelation”
Robert N. Dawkins

Hoop Academy International INC.

& Derek Lymus
Alexandria African American Hall of Fame, Honoree

observer stated, “Skeeter was unique and blessed, because he was 
able to enjoy life on both sides of the Tracks.” As a result of these 
blessings, he was never inconvenienced or denied the opportunity to 
journey to the other side of the tracks to satisfy his curiosity about 
some unresolved issues he had concerning his ability to compete with 
talented inner-city African Americans.

The lesson Skeeter learned from these experiences speak for itself, 
because of the multitude of distinguished and prestigious awards he 
accumulated during his career.

Although they played in the NBA, and are from the same hometown, 
these legends had never met until this historical occasion. Here I was in 
Earl’s home for three days of videotaping an eloquent, unrehearsed, and 
unapologetic account of their life’s experiences. There are no words I 
can use to express the emotions that engulfed me during this interview, 
which resonate within me to this day. I am blessed and honored to have 
had two such legends of affluence and influence, to indiscriminately 
deem me and the Hoop Academy worthy and responsible enough to 
document their profound life stories. Without their understanding, 
sacrifices, and patience we could not have shared and preserved their 
rich legacies.

Today Saturday April 3, 2021 we celebrate Earl Francis Lloyd’s Legacy 
by unveiling an 8-foot bronze statue at the former site of his alma mater 
Parker-Gray High School and the current Charles Houston Recreation 
Center in Alexandria, VA.

There will never be another Earl Francis Lloyd story!!

“Happy Birthday’’
Earl

Welcome Home

Visit AAAHOF.org for the Tracks Black &
White Skeeter Swift & Earl Lloyd
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Earl F. LLoyd

"LegacyMattersLegacyMatters"


