
Early Industrial Development in Western Alexandria 

The Cameron Mills as they appeared in the late 19th century. On the left is the grist mill, by 
then partially steam-powered. The building on the right is the Alexandria Water 
Company's pumping station. 
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The 1803 map of  the lower 
Cameron Valley showed 
early roads, the "Head of  
Navigation" of  Cameron 
Run and Hunting Creek, 
and the twin Cameron 
Mills. 
Sl"'i"ii1/Col/ee1irms. 
Ah:xandriaLibmry 

Water from Cameron Run was channeled through a long 
millrace whose stone and earthen embakments (right) 
maintained the force of  the water and channeled it to the top 
of  the mill wheel. The weight of  the water, caught in the 
buckets on the wheel. caused it to turn. Excess water flowed 
back into Cameron Run through a meandering tailrace (left). 
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