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Landmaking in the 18" and 19 centuries Banking Out in Alexandria

When a young George Washington mapped the town in 1749, it was located on a crescent-shaped bay between two points. The original
shoreline consisted of 15-20 foot tall cliffs rising above the Potomac’s mud flats. The immediately adjacent river was only 4-5 feet deep, too
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Vernacular Architecture Approach to Land Making

* Situates wharves in broader context of early American vernacular of when shorelines were filled in and a physical, concrete understanding of the

architecture techniques and strategies used to make land.

* Better captures diversity of styles and

. The same basic construction methods were used to make land; there are only so many
techniques used

. ways to construct soil filled boxes. However, a broader view of land construction
* Investigates:

. suggests that the process of banking out differed even in the Anglo-American world.
* materials used

The corporate and economic environment under which shoreline extension occurred

* joinery methods . . . .. . .
) Y influenced the construction strategies and methods. This in turn directly impacted the

e fill materials

+  overall form and strucure type physical form of landmaking structures, that can be archaeologically recovered.
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Robinson Landing Site, E161 cobbing
bulkhead wharf (Alexandria Archaeology)

Robinson Landing Site, E161, bulkhead wharf (Alexandria Archaeology)
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