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Unoanoy Sicht in » Graveysrd-—Color
Republicuu _(!nnvqntluu—llru*ﬁtiai.

‘. One of the mast nnounuy lacalities in Alexa

driz I2 10 the vicinit, . of the old “c,ontmbnnsé
graveyard,” at the end of South Washingtogr
“streot und just opposite the Catholic cemetonyt!
This burial place was established by the Un!:qﬂn

States Government about 1862 for the interment
of decersed contrabandz, and Is contiguous to
the old smallpox burying gronnd and hospital.
Durlng the war many contrabantds flocked to
Alexandria from all puarts of Vieginia, snd n
grent many of them dled from want and oxs
posure. The graveyard is on a lavel stretoh
about 200 yards square, and many of the moundy
ara stlil pretty weli presarved.

The properly is nwned by privata parties. the
Govercment having taken possession without
‘thelr consent when tho city wus under martial i
Iaw. Of late the owners have been allowing
the neighboring brick yards to dig clay feom the
ocutsr edges of the gravevard with which to
make brick. This digging, seconded by heavy
rains, has resuited In unocarthing many coffias
and gkeletons and leaving ths outer graves in
very bad conditions Some time ago, it is sald,
coffin ends protruded frond the banks like cannon
from the embrasures of some groat fort. ‘There
are many bones soattered around., and & visitor
rotired from the fleld yesterday aftecnoon with
the shonlder-blade of some poor old black con-
traband whe had found his last rostinp-place
there in 1802, Thers is only one tombstons on
the antlre site. It I3 = small marble affaicr and
bears the Inscription: “‘Moses James. dle
Septamber 4, 1265, sgad seventy years' One of
the briok-yard man, In referring to the taking of
olay frown this graveysard, suld yesterday: “The
bricks made from that clay will be good to
build hauntad houses with.” ‘Ihe old site has
been used of Inte 85 & sort of potter's field.
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