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Agenda  
 

I. Introduction  
II. Staff Presentation 

a. Role of BDAC 
b. Overview of documents 

i. BSAP 
ii. CDD Rezoning 
iii. Design Guidelines 

c. BDAC Goals 
d. FOIA/Sunshine Laws 101 

III.Administrative Items 
IV.Next Steps 
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Role of BDAC 
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• Section 5-612 (B) The Beauregard Design Advisory Committee shall consist nine 
members appointed by City Council as follows: 

– Four qualified professional members skilled in architecture, planning, landscape 
architecture and/or urban design; 

– Three citizen members;  
– One member representing the business community; and 
– One at-large member. 

• Section 5-612 (C) The purpose of the Beauregard Design Advisory Committee is to 
review preliminary development plan applications under this ordinance, within CDD 
No. 21 (Beauregard Corridor) and CDD No. 22 (Seminary Overlook), for compliance 
with the Beauregard Urban Design Standards and Guidelines.  The committee will 
make recommendations on such applications to the Planning Commission and City 
Council through the Director.  

• Section 5-612 (D) The director shall send to the committee a copy of any 
application subject to its review, and the committee shall send its comments to the 
director in time to be sent to the Planning Commission together with the staff report 
on the application. Each applicant shall discuss their application with the committee 
prior to filing.  

• Section 5-612 (E) The committee and director shall establish a regular schedule 
which provides for meeting at least once per calendar quarter. Additional meetings 
may be called by the chair of the committee and the director. 

Role of BDAC (Ordinance) 
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• BDAC members, appointed by Council, consist of the 
following: 

– Four qualified professional members skilled in architecture, planning, landscape 
architecture and/or urban design; 

– Three citizen members;  
– One member representing the business community; and 
– One at-large member. 

• BDAC reviews preliminary development plan applications in 
CDDs #21 & #22 for compliance with the Beauregard Urban 
Design Standards and Guidelines 

• BDAC will make recommendations to the Planning Commission 
and City Council through the Director of Planning and Zoning.  

• Planning and Zoning will provide BDAC with every 
application in CDD 21 & 22  

• BDAC will submit comments in time to go to hearing, after 
meeting with the applicant 

• BDAC will meet regularly, at least once per quarter, but more 
often if projects come in or other reasons 

Role of BDAC (Summary) 
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Overview of Governing Documents 
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Governing Documents 
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Coordinated Development District (CDD) Zoning 

CDD 21 

CDD 22 
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CDD Implementation 
1990 2000 2010 2020 2030 

Carlyle: 36 DSPs/DSUPs 

South Potomac Yard: 17 DSUPs 
80% planned, 20% built 

Cameron Station:  
7 phases, 7 DSUPs 

Beauregard: 20-25 years to completion 

1989 

1999 

1996 

2013 

2012 

2007 
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Development Review Process 

Phase 1 

Phase 2 

Phase 3 

Phase 4 

Phase 5 

Pre-Concept 
Meeting 

Completeness 
Review 

Concept Plan 
Stage 1 

Concept Plan 
Stage 2 

Preliminary 
Review Public Hearing 

Final Site Plan 
#1 

Final Site Plan 
#2, etc… 

Mylars & Site 
Plan Release 

Building Permit Wall Check Certificate of 
Occupancy 

As-Built 
Review 

Bond 
Reduction/ 

Release 
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Preliminary DSUP (Example) 
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Beauregard Urban Design  
Standards & Guidelines 
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Neighborhoods - Placemaking 
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Neighborhoods - Placemaking 
Importance of Quality Design 
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Unique Identifiable Neighborhoods 
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A Balanced Mix of Uses – Incomes  
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Contemporary, High-Quality Design 
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Streets and Street Character 
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Beauregard Neighborhoods 
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Greenway Neighborhood 
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Garden District Neighborhood 
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Town Center Neighborhood 
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Adams Neighborhood 
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Beauregard Design Basics 



28 Beauregard Design Advisory Committee October 29, 2013 

Framework Streets 
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Street Hierarchy 



30 Beauregard Design Advisory Committee October 29, 2013 

Block Size 
• Required block size in Beauregard: 1600’ perimeter, 

shown here as a 400’x400’ block. 
• Comparable in size to other block patterns throughout 

Alexandria 
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Block Creation 
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Cross-Section of Beauregard Street 

TRANSIT 30’ setback 30’ setback 

10’ shared 
use path 

10’ shared 
use path 
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Street Adjacent to Dora Kelley 

Appropriate design for Dora Kelley 
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Mid-Block Connections 
The mid-block pedestrian connections in 
the Greenway and Garden District 
neighborhoods will be generally 30-60 
feet wide, surrounded by buildings.  
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Land Use 
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Building Heights Map 
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Building Heights Relationships/Examples 
45 – 55 ft. (3-5 stories) 70 ft. (5-6 stories)   

90-110 ft. (6-7 stories)   110-130 ft. (7-9 stories)  
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Retail 
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Open Space 
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Types of Open Spaces 
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The whole document is important, but these are the 
areas to focus on: 

• Chapter 4 – Urban Design 
– How the building interacts with the street, 

neighborhood, context 
• Chapter 5 – Building Design 

– What the building looks like, is made of 
• Chapter 6 – Parking 

– Liner uses, architectural screening 
• Chapters 7 & 8 – Streets & Public Realm 

– Sidewalks, street furniture, street assembly 
 
 

BDAC’s Focus in the Design Standards 
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• Building Character & Massing 
• Frontages & Setbacks 
• Heights & Transitions 
• Orientation and Entries 
• Retail Uses & Storefronts 
• Signage 
• Fenestration 
• Materials 
• Roofs & Building Tops 
• Building Elements (porches, stoops, chimneys, 

columns) 
• Parking 

 
 

Design Standards & Guidelines Topics 
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FOIA and Sunshine Laws 101 
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• Letter from City Attorney’s Office 
– Start with the FAQ 

• Read the booklet: Local Government 
Official's Guide to the Virginia 
Freedom of Information Act 

• Reference the Virginia Code 
• If you have questions, please ask! 

FOIA and Sunshine Laws 101 
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• Important things to remember: 
– BDAC is subject to FOIA 
– More than 2 people talking about anything = 

public meeting 
• In person 
• On the phone 
• In emails 

– No secret ballots 
– No remote participation in the meeting (no 

conference calling in) 
– Enforced through civil suit -> fines 
– If you have questions, just ask us! 

 

FOIA and Sunshine Laws 101 
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