
May 14, 2018 
 
TO:    Mayor Allison Silberberg 
          City Council Members 
          Beauregard Design Advisory Committee Members  
 
CC:    Mark Jinks, City Manager  
          Maya Contreras, Principal Planner 
          Monday Properties:  McGuire Woods, Megan Rappolt, Jonathan Rak, and Chip Ranno   
          Seminary Heights Board Members 
 
REF:  Beauregard Small Area Plan (BSAP), Adams Neighborhood, CDD #21 – 

2000 N. Beauregard – Monday Properties’ Proposed Change from Commercial to 
Residential Redevelopment – Impacts to Seminary Heights’ Abutters 

 
As a follow up to the April 2, 2018, Seminary Heights Board President’s letter to you, we, the 
undersigned Seminary Heights abutters to the proposed redevelopment site, want to express 
ourselves, clearly and strongly, regarding the concerns raised and to identify additional 
concerns.  We are the most directly affected Seminary Heights’ residents of this proposed 
redevelopment.  Our row of townhomes is immediately adjacent to Mark Center Drive 
(entry/exit to 2000 N. Beauregard) and the parking lots spanning from 2000 N. Beauregard to 
1900 N. Beauregard.  Our patios, bedroom windows, and other key living areas face Mark 
Center Drive, the proposed site, and connected parking lots.  
 
In addition to the April 2 letter, we reference the CDD #21 Adams Neighborhood Conditions and 
Map notations that the Council approved in 2013, which protected our existing neighborhood 
from intrusions such as those that Monday Properties has proposed.  We are concerned that 
those commitments are not currently being considered in the proposed redevelopment. 
 
We support efforts to appropriately develop Alexandria’s West End and to bring new and 
vibrant neighborhoods and commercial opportunities.  However, we oppose any efforts that 
will worsen traffic congestion (Seminary and N. Beauregard), devalue our property, and lessen 
the quality of life for long-established communities such as ours.  Seminary Heights was built in 
1975-1977, adjacent to undeveloped woodlands.  In 1979, the office park was built as it stands 
today.  Our living next to an office park means quiet evenings and weekends with unobstructed 
tree-lined views.  Each of us bought into this way of life, and we are concerned about the 
significant change in our lifestyles should our neighbor’s commercially-zoned property that 
abuts our homes be changed to dense residential use.  The present configuration of Monday’s 
proposed 295-unit apartment building brings noise and disruption directly to our private living 
spaces 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 
 
The concerns raised by the Seminary Heights Board President’s April 2018 letter included the 
location of a parallel road very close to our homes, and the juxtaposition of the proposed 
locations of the parking garage entrance and main entrance drop off point; all of which will 



create, at a minimum, light and noise disturbances in our interior and exterior living spaces.  
We have already verbally highlighted some of the below concerns and want to be sure they are 
all well documented.    
 

1. The entrance/exit road for the property (Mark Center Drive) will draw a heavy flow of 
vehicular traffic (with incumbent noise and headlights) driving directly toward and, in 
some cases, up to our properties, due to the proposed locations of the garage entrance, 
the loading dock, and the apartment building’s main entrance.  The impact of heavy 
inflow of traffic to the Beauregard and Seminary Road area also needs to be evaluated, 
especially in light of recently added residential density from nearby St. James and 
Church of the Resurrection redevelopments. 

 
2. The proposed pool/clubhouse location will dramatically impact Seminary Heights’ 

residents with months of increased noise.  This will alter our lifestyles – limiting our 
ability to keep our windows open or enjoy our outdoor space. 
 

3. The proposed metal siding and curved-shape of the proposed building.  These will 
create a significant noise effect with wind tunnels or as an echo chamber for other 
noises. 
 

4. The loss of existing mature trees – an increased tree canopy is a stated priority for you, 
Madam Mayor. 
 

5. The noise generated 24/7 within a few feet of our bedroom windows by pedestrian foot 
traffic travelling from 2000 N. Beauregard to the BSAP proposed pedestrian opening at 
N. Stevens Street, in addition to all points of interest in the direction of John Adams 
Elementary School.  
 

6. The likelihood of overflow parking for residents and guests of the proposed 
redevelopment clogging our neighborhood and inviting increased pedestrian traffic. 
 

7. The inadequacy of potential noise buffers given our unique ‘up on a hill’ position. 
 

8. The proposed loading dock, which will inevitably have trucks backing up (with beeping) 
at a location that is less than 100 feet from our bedroom windows. 
 

We appreciate the City’s and Monday Properties’ responsiveness to our comments to date and 
reiterate our willingness to open our homes to BDAC members, City staff, and Monday’s 
representatives to enhance understanding of the impacts of the proposed residential 
redevelopment.  We look forward to continuing our engagement to ensure that any adjacent 
redevelopment plans are respectful to our living spaces and quality of life, and add overall value 
to our neighborhood, the West End, and the City of Alexandria.     
 
 



Sincerely, 
 
Agata Guardo                                 2655 Centennial Court     
 

Maren Brooks                                2653 Centennial Court  
 

Paulette Johnson                           2651 Centennial Court 
 

Rebecca Hierholzer 
Antoinette Foerster                      2649 Centennial Court 
 

Nicole Brockhoff                            2647 Centennial Court 
 

Jessica Wagner                               2645 Centennial Court 
  
Diane Ordes                                    2643 Centennial Court 
 

Sharon Dennis                                2641 Centennial Court 
 

 

 
 






	05_Monday Properties Abutters Letter_051418
	06_Seminary Heights BDAC Letter_040218

