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Foreword 

The Alexandria Archaeology Publications series is composed of 
papers on various aspects of research conducted under the 
auspices of Alexandria Archaeology, a division of the Office of 
Historic Alexandria, City of Alexandria, Virginia. The authors 
include professional staff members, university students and 
Alexandria Archaeology volunteers. Editing of the papers has 
been kept to a minimum. It should be understood that the papers 
vary in tone and level of technicality, since they were 
originally directed toward many different audiences. 

We are pleased to offer the papers within this series and in so 
doing are opening our "manuscripts on file" - including 
professional conference papers, background documentary studies, 
student course papers, and volunteer research papers - to 
professionals and public alike. 

Virginia Jenkins' paper on Edward Stabler and his commitment as a 
Quaker to African American freedom is a pioneering effort. 
Originally interested in Stabler by a historic study of the 
Stabler-Ledbeatter Apothecary Shop (see Alexandria Archaeology 
Publications Number 26) precipitated by a city excavation, the 
author began a lengthy search through primary documents to record 
Stabler's involvement in emancipation and abolition of slavery. 
In pursuit of this goal, she was able to link Stabler's actions 
to his life history and Quaker thought. In the process, she 
provided assistance to us in our work excavating the Apothecary 
Shop. 

This paper contains important information about the variety of 
methods conceived of and tried by Quakers and other like-minded 
Euro-Americans to free African Americans. As the paper 
chronicles, the Quakers attempted to reach this goal through 
different options over the years. Sometimes these attempts were 
directed at changing law in a general manner, such as multiple 
petitions to Congress; other methods were quite individualistic. 
The deed books are filled with Quaker actions to emancipate 
African Americans, sell land to free blacks, or act as witnesses 
to these events. 

This paper links with other Alexandria Archaeology publications 
dealing with African Americans and Quakers: Lorna Anderberg's 
comparative paper (Number 28); Ted McCord's book on the Hayti 
neighborhood (1985); and Perry Wheelock's research on Robert H. 
Miller (Number 61). It is hoped that the publication of this 
paper will provide concrete documentation for the Quaker role in 
supporting the cause of freedom in Alexandria. As is usually the 
case when an archaeological site is excavated, far more informa­
tion surfaces about the people than artifacts alone. 

iii 

Pamela J. Cressey, Ph.D. 
city Archaeologist 

1995 





Introduction 

Much of the history of Quakers in America has been published 
by the society of Friends to explain the Society to members and 
non-members. This material focuses on the history of the 
Pennsylvania Colony which, until the American Revolution, was 
dominated politically by Quakers. However, in the 1770s most 
Quaker politicians retired from active roles in government 
because of their pacifist beliefs. Quaker activities in New 
England are also discussed in many studies of the Society of 
Friends, since Quakers were actively proselytizing there and were 
subject to persecution. Although there were small groups of 
Quakers in other areas, very little has been written about them. 

In the late 1770s and early 1780S, there was a movement 
within the Society to abolish slaveholding among Quakers. In 
1784, the Virginia Meeting became the last Quaker community to 
reject slavery, and thereafter slaveholding Friends in all areas 
were supposed to be expelled from the Society. Historians of 
following periods have assumed that all Quakers were no longer 
slaveholders, but say little about their role in the abolition 
movement in the united States between 1790 and the Civil War. 

Very little scholarly attention has been paid to Alexandria, 
Virginia; most authors have focused on its famous people such as 
George Washington, or on the history of buildings surviving from 
before the Civil War. Little attention has been paid to the 
social, economic and political history of the city. Few of the 
works about Alexandria even acknowledge that slavery existed 
here, let alone discuss the abolition movement. Also, little 
attention has been paid to the Quaker community in Alexandria 
since there is no extant meeting house on which to base a 
history. A complicating factor in the history of Alexandria is 
that it was part of the District of Columbia rather than of 
Virginia between 1787 and 1846. Therefore, histories of the 
Commonwealth of Virginia do not include Alexandria during this 
period, while histories of the District tend to ignore 
Alexandria. 

Since the 1960s, a great deal of scholarly attention has 
been paid to the issues of abolition and race relations in the 
united States before the Civil War. This material provides 
helpful insights into white attitudes toward free blacks. 

Edward Stabler, born in 1769 in Petersburg, Virginia was the 
son of a Quaker minister who had immigrated from York, England in 
1753. Stabler moved to Alexandria in 1792 and established an 
apothecary business that remained in his family until 1934. He 
was a respected member of the community until his death in 1831. 
His son William wrote A Memoir of the Life of Edward Stabler, and 
stated that at his father's funeral, "The people of colour, who 
had found him a kind friend and a counsellor

t 
gave evidence of 

their respect by following in a large body." What little is 
known of the life of Edward Stabler and his relations with the 
black community in Alexandria reflects the political and social 
milieu of his time. 
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Edward Stabler: Quaker and Abolitionist 

until the middle of the 18th century, abolition was a 

minority position among Quakers in America. Many held slaves, 

and Quakers in Pennsylvania tolerated or were even deeply in­

volved in the west Indian slave trade. 2 By the time of the 

Revolutionary War, many Quakers had become actively involved in 

the effort to abolish slavery in the new country. In 1774, the 

Philadelphia Yearly Meeting instituted disownment for 

slaveholding, except in cases in which a slave was purchased as a 

preliminary to manumission (emancipation), and the Quaker Anthony 

Benezet "bombarded" the continental Congress with antislavery 

demands. 3 In 1775, Philadelphia Quakers organized the Society 

for the Relief of Free Negroes Unlawfully Held in Bondage, the 

first association to be devoted exclusively to abolition. 4 Then, 

in 1776, the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting declared that any 

Quakers holding slaves should be disowned. 5 However, it wasn't 

until 1784 that the Virginia Yearly Meeting became the last group 

of Friends to free their slaves. 6 

In 1786, at the age of seventeen, Edward Stabler was appren­

ticed to a Quaker in York, Pennsylvania to learn the tanning 

trade. While in Pennsylvania he may have been exposed to the 

active antislavery activity of the Philadelphia Friends. In 

1787, Stabler joined his brother William in Leesburg, virginia 

and assisted him in the drug business for two years. William and 

Edward married sisters, Deborah and Mary Pleasants, in 1789 and 

1794, respectively. 
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At the constitutional convention in 1787, the delegates were 

dedicated to the proposition that "government should rest upon 

the dominion of property.,,7 The idea of federal abolition of 

slavery was foreign to people with a strong belief in the 

sanctity of property. The prohibition of the international slave 

trade was proposed, but upon the objection of South Carolina, a 

twenty-year compromise was agreed upon under which the 

international slave trade would not be closed until 1808. 8 

There were many state and local antislavery societies scat­

tered from Massachusetts to Virginia by 1792. 9 Most of these 

societies were locally sponsored and dealt with local problems. 

There was no strong national organization, although nine state 

societies began to meet annually in Philadelphia in 1794. 10 When 

Edward Stabler moved to Alexandria in 1793, many Quakers were 

actively investigating the legal titles by which slave owners 

held their slaves, and suing for the freedom of individual blacks 

whenever such titles were in doubt11. Edward Stabler was active 

in the Quaker abolition movement. 12 In February, 1796, he adver­

tised a meeting of the Society for the Relief of People Illegally 

Held in Bondage in the Alexandria Gazette. 13 

The 1790s were years of national consolidation of the gains 

of the Revolution. One of its foremost goals had been the 

protection of private property, and slaves were considered 

private property. There was no clear distinction between human 

rights and property rights. 14 The Quakers were the only people 

who felt that enslavement of human beings was morally wrong and 

made such a distinction. However, strong post-revolutionary 
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belief in the political and economic dangers of slavery 

encouraged the northern states to free or provide for the gradual 

emancipation of all slaves by the 1790s. Virginia became the 

first slaveholding state to legitimize private anti-slavery 

action with the Manumission Act of 1782. 15 This policy 

recognized individual anti-slavery sentiment and allowed for 

gradual emancipation without state interference in private 

property. However, other than the Quakers, very few people freed 

all their slaves. Robert McColley's study of slavery in 

Jeffersonian Virginia finds that between 1780 and 1810 "far from 

being commonplace, emancipation was quite exceptional ... ,,16 

As the number of individual slaves who were freed for 

various personal reasons grew, whites began to fear that they 

would contribute to discontent among the remaining slaves and 

would cause a rebellion. Free blacks in both North and South 

faced a white racism that allowed them few economic 

opportunities. Urban blacks became an increasingly visible poor 

class, to the consternation of their white neighbors. 

The manumission activity of the 1780s and 1790s had 

unexpected consequences. By the late 1790s, a reaction to the 

abolition movement began to set in. In Virginia, there was 

growing irritation with antislavery agitation and the steadily 

increasing population of free blacks. In 1795, Virginia 

reinforced the master's position in freedom suits, and in 1798 

the Virginia legislature passed a law to restrict the 

emancipation activities of the Quakers and Methodists, which 

stated, "In all cases wherein the property of a person held as a 
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slave demanding freedom shall come before a court for trial, no 

person who shall be proved to be a member of any society 

instituted for the purpose of emancipating Negroes from the 

possession of their masters shall be admitted to serve as a 

juror. ,,17 

In 1798 Edward Stabler was appointed an Elder in the Fair­

fax, virginia Monthly Meeting. This was the meeting closest to 

Alexandria. (Individual Quakers belong to a monthly meeting 

where they worship once a week and meet for business once a 

month. A group of monthly meetings join four times a year for 

quarterly meetings, and a group of quarterly meetings comprise a 

yearly meeting (Bacon, p. 8 - see Bibliography). Elders were 

responsible for the spiritual life of the meeting, encouraged 

young ministers, and made sure that the messages given during the 

meetings were in keeping with the doctrine and customs of the 

Society. 18 

By 1802, the Quaker community in Alexandria was large enough 

to establish the Alexandria Monthly Meeting. It was also in 1802 

that the residents of Alexandria petitioned Congress to forbid 

slave trading in the District of Columbia. 19 The petition was 

denied. 

The invention of the cotton gin and the Industrial 

Revolution in England provided a market for all the cotton Ameri-

ca could grow. The extension of slavery into the western 

territories and the compromise during the Constitutional 

Convention that extended the international slave trade until 1808 

also contributed to establishing slavery in the South even more 
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firmly than ever before. 20 In the South in the early 19th 

century, humanitarian efforts were directed at making slavery 

less brutal rather than at abolition. As paternalism grew, there 

appeared to be less reason why slavery should be abolished, 

particularly as there did not seem to be any place for free 

blacks in white American society and economy. People were far 

more concerned over the abolition of the African slave trade than 

over domestic slavery.21 

Resistance to abolition began to harden as Virginia, 

Maryland and Delaware found that raising and selling slaves was 

the most profitable activity in worn-out agricultural areas. The 

District of Columbia became a convenient center for slave traders 

who kept slaves in pens or in the city jail until they had a 

group together to ship south. However, the sight of the slave 

pens and of lines of slaves chained together moving through the 

streets offended many residents and visitors. It was an 

embarrassment in the capitol of the "Land of the Free." Instead 

of experiencing a gradual decline as many people had assumed, the 

slave trade was gradually increasing in importance between the 

states of the upper and lower South. 

In 1804, Edward Stabler escorted two English Quaker women on 

a religious visit to at least seven meetings in several southern 

states. In a letter to his wife, Stabler confided about the 

meetings: 

In many instances, it appears as though we were almost 
in the confines of the shadow of death, as it relates to 
the spiritual life which is hid with Christ. They 
appear most eminently to be slighting their own mercies, 
both in temporal and spiritual concerns, from the ex­
ceeding hardness of their hearts towards the poor, 
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afflicted black people. 22 

It comes as a surprise to find that in the same year, 

Stabler withdrew from the Society for the Relief of People Ille­

gally Held in Bondage. According to his son, "He believed that 

his efforts would be more purely directed by the right influence, 

standing alone, than when subjected to the control of persons who 

had not passed through the same discipline with himself. ,,23 He 

found himself required "to keep aloof from all human institu­

tions, whether civil, political or moral.,,24 As Edward Stabler 

was becoming more deeply involved in the Society of Friends, he 

may have come in contact with many Friends who strongly 

disapproved of contact with members of other religious denomina­

tions, particularly "hireling clergymen".25 

Stabler was not alone in dropping out of antislavery 

organizations. Between 1806 and 1814 the national organization 

begun in Philadelphia in 1794 almost disappeared. 26 organized 

anti-slavery societies in the North contributed to their own 

decline by achieving several of their main goals such as the 

abolition of the international slave trade and gradual abolition 

of slavery in the Northern states. 27 Many people's consciences 

were eased by the fact that something was being done about slav­

ery, and by the belief that slavery would gradually disappear. 

The end of the 18th and first part of the 19th century was a 

period of quietism and withdrawal from the world by members of 

the Society of Friends. Quakers tended to keep themselves and 

their children from contact with "the world's people" and 

withdrew to primitive simplicity in habits and dress. 28 However, 

6 



Edward Stabler's avoidance of the "world's people" did not extend 

to his business. In 1805 his apothecary business was flourishing 

to the extent that he was able to purchase his shop at 107 South 

Fairfax Street in Alexandria. 29 Shop records indicate that 

Martha Washington was one of his customers. 30 

In 1805, another resolution was submitted to Congress that 

called for the emancipation of all slaves in the District of 

Columbia when they reached the age of twenty-five. This was also 

defeated. 31 The backlash to abolition continued in virginia with 

the passage of an amendment in 1806 to the manumission law of 

1782. This amendment stipulated that all free blacks must leave 

the state within one year of emancipation; otherwise they were 

to be apprehended and sold by the overseers of the poor. 32 

Virginia was the first state to require newly freed blacks to 

migrate, and the number of free blacks in the District of 

Columbia increased nearly sevenfold between 1800 and 1810. 33 

Edward Stabler's wife, Mary Pleasants Stabler, died in 1806, 

leaving him with five small children. During his fifteen month 

period of deep depression and grief, his widowed sister-in-law, 

Deborah Pleasants Stabler, took the children into her home to 

live with her own five sons. In 1808, he remarried, and his 

bride was Mary Hartshorne, the daughter of a Quaker merchant in 

Alexandria. Edward and Mary Hartshorne Stabler had ten children 

in addition to the five from Edward's first marriage. 

During 1806, Stabler began to participate in the Alexandria 

Monthly Meeting as a preacher and minister. In 1808, he was 

called to visit families in the Alexandria and Baltimore monthly 
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meetings. His duty was to be sure that members kept to Quaker 

simplicity, did not drink to excess, and were not headed for 

marital difficulties. 34 As a minister, stabler traveled 

extensively on Quaker business after 1808, to meetings in New 

England, New York state, Pennsylvania and Maryland. 

By 1810, there were over 100,000 free blacks in the South 

who had established themselves as a major component of the econo­

my.35 After 1810, the rate of increase of free blacks fell 

sharply due to increasing opposition from whites who made it 

legally more difficult for masters to manumit their slaves. 36 

However, Ira Berlin has shown that many slave owners simply let 

their slaves live as if they were free to avoid the 

responsibility of removing freed slaves from the state, or to 

avoid the legal process. 37 In North Carolina where there were 

heavy penalties for manumitting slaves, the Quaker community, 

beginning in 1808, agreed to act as trustees for blacks 

emancipated by non-Quaker slaveholders. By 1825, more than 700 

blacks in North Carolina were living as if free under nominal 

Quaker ownership.38 According to Berlin, the practice spread 

throughout the South, with a large increase in the number of 

quasi-free blacks. 39 

During the Revolution, the British had promised freedom to 

slaves who would join the British army, and a number of blacks 

had done so. The War of 1812 with England renewed fears of a 

slave rebellion among the residents of the District of 

Columbia. 40 As in the Revolution, Quakers who refused to fight 

were ostracized. The Quaker community in Alexandria suffered 
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persecution at this time, and two of its leaders, one of them 

Edward Stabler, were imprisoned. 41 By 1814, Stabler was at 

liberty, and he spent four months traveling to the yearly 

meetings in Rhode Island, New York, Philadelphia and monthly 

meetings in New Jersey and Massachusetts. In 1815 he purchased a 

three-story brick residence in Alexandria for his growing 

family. 42 

By 1815 there was increasing national concern over the issue 

of the future of slavery and the free black population. Many 

Virginians viewed the internal slave trade as the only way to 

maintain a safe proportion between the races and opposed any 

efforts to close western territories to slavery.43 Many northern 

whites opposed the expansion of slavery into the western 

territories, yet they feared the eventual effects of a free black 

population within the white community.44 In 1816, the American 

Colonization Society was founded with the aim of establishing a 

colony in Africa for free American blacks. 45 This was a 

conservative response to the growing number of free blacks. 

Colonization appeared a respectable alternative for conservative 

whites with misgivings about slavery. People of many different 

points of view supported the idea of colonization. Those who 

favored abolition supported the plan as well as those who felt 

that a decrease in the free black population would secure the 

institution of slavery. Many whites felt that the evils of 

slavery were equal to the evils of a free black population in 

their midst and looked at colonization as the answer to their 

dilemma. They believed that the only solution would be in the 
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separation of the races. 

Some Quakers supported colonization, but others denounced it 

as a clever way to quiet anti-slavery consciences while support­

ing slavery.46 Edward Stabler appears to have been a supporter. 

His son William described an incident in which Stabler was over-

come with emotion upon hearing that a young virginian had freed 

his slaves and had sent them "at his own expense, but with their 

consent" to the American Colony in Africa. 47 Some Quaker 

societies saw colonization as the appropriate second step after 

emancipation but looked for areas in the united States or its 

territories in which to establish black communities. Many other 

Quakers and free blacks denounced colonization as immoral because 

it would separate families, strengthen the institution of slav-

ery, and deport people who considered America to be their home. 

Despite Quaker beliefs in the dignity of all people as equal in 

the sight of God, many Quakers had difficulty with the actual 

integration of society and Quaker meetings only reluctantly 

admitted black members. 48 

Despite his withdrawal from the antislavery society in 1804, 

Edward Stabler was deeply concerned about the existence of slav-

ery. In an impassioned letter written in 1816, he discussed "the 

distressing and disgraceful circumstances of this internal 

traffic in the people of color in our country" and "the 

scandalous defect of our laws." He despaired over 

How very small a portion of the evil can be removed by 
the most zealous efforts of the few, whose feelings are 
alive to its iniquity and its consequences ... I have been 
almost at a loss to determine whether any advantage is 
derived from so feeble an opposition to its 
course .... And when all that the friends of humanity can 
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do, shall be done, I fear that the avarice and obduracy 
of America will force this tremendous corrective upon 
them. The general government has indeed acted nobly in 
annihilating the trade to Africa for slaves; - but the 
same thing is carried on in our own land, and no effort 
is made to deprive it of even its most horrid features. 
It sickens my heart to reflect upon it ... ,,49 

According to Weeks, Virginia Friends (in which he included Alex-

andria) were emancipationists rather than abolitionists and 

colonizationists. 50 They believed that an attempt by the federal 

government to abolish slavery would "cause excitement and alarm," 

and that the power over slavery rested in the States. 51 

In January 1816, the Alexandria Monthly Meeting appointed 

Edward Stabler to a committee to examine a proposal concerning 

slavery from the Yearly Meeting. The committee reported: 

"The committee have agreed to report ... in relation to 
our important testimony against slavery ... It is known 
that the nature of the case •.. prohibits Friends from 
hiring slaves from those who hold them; it is therefore 
believed ... that an application of the same principle 
renders it desirable, that in those cases in which we 
are dependent on others for the execution of our lawful 
business, we should give the preference to those who 
will perform the work by free men .•. also that Friends 
should avoid employing those as servants in their 
families who hire themselves from their owners. 

" ... [8}ut as our testimony strikes at ... slavery ... as 
well as traffic in them, it is believed that there is a 
strong obligation upon every member to guard assiduously 
against every violation of the principle [a~ainst the 
direct" or indirect employment of slaves 1 ••• " 2 

The 1820 census for Alexandria shows a community that was 

thirty-two percent black, with 1,435 slaves, 1,168 free blacks 

and 5,615 white residents. 53 The response to this large black 

population was mixed. In 1819, citizens of the District of 

Columbia submitted a third petition to Congress that would forbid 

the transport of slaves through the city and the keeping of 
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slaves in the city before being shipped south. 54 This petition, 

too, failed. In 1821, a city ordinance was passed that required 

all free people of color to appear in person before the mayor 

within ninety days, and show him their papers of freedom. They 

also had to have certificates signed by three white residents 

vouching for the good character of each family.55 Most blacks 

avoided the ordinance. An examination of the Free Negro Register 

for Alexandria shows that very few of the 1,168 free blacks in 

Alexandria actually complied. There was a total of 31 

registrants in 1826 and 48 in 1827. Many of these people had 

been born free and were just getting around to registering. 

Several Alexandria Quakers appear as sponsors and may have en­

couraged families to register. 

By the early 1820s, it had become obvious that gradualist 

abolition policies were not achieving their goal. The institu­

tion of slavery was thriving, and much of the national economy 

was dependent on slave labor. The efforts of the American 

Colonization Society had shown that individual contributions 

could not support the dream of sending large numbers of free 

blacks to Africa. As the Colonization Society began to look to 

the federal government for assistance, the issues of states' 

rights and limitation of the powers of the federal government 

took precedence over discussions of emancipation and 

colonization. The early 1820s witnessed a series of black 

rebellions and threats of Southern secession that forced 

conservative whites to draw back from abolitionist activity.56 

In Congress, the leadership of the major cotton producing states 
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made it clear that slavery was an essential and constitutionally 

protected institution that was no concern of the federal 

government nor of the non-slaveholding states. 57 Indeed, it is 

surprising that in the face of such opposition, the American 

Colonization Society persisted throughout the decade in trying to 

get federal support. This attitude in Congress also makes it 

clear why the various petitions by the residents of the District 

of Columbia to control the slave trade in the District met with 

failure. 

The 1820s witnessed an increasingly vocal attack on the 

institution of slavery by Quakers. In 1823, the American Conven­

tion for the Abolition of slavery met in Philadelphia. 58 Elias 

Hicks, a popular Quaker minister from Long Island, New York 

appealed against any voluntary participation with slavery and 

asked people to avoid the fruits of slave labor. 59 In 1824, the 

Quaker Benjamin Lundy began to publish The Genius of Universal 

Emancipation in Baltimore, and in 1825, it went from a monthly to 

a weekly periodical. 60 

From the deed records in Alexandria, it appears that the 

members of the Alexandria Monthly Meeting may have increased 

their emancipation efforts after 1825. In July, 1825, Edward 

Stabler and two of his sons witnessed an emancipation deed made 

by a fellow Alexandria druggist and apothecary, William Lamphier, 

for a female slave named Chaney Jackson whom Lamphier had 

purchased in 1813. 61 (Appendix I contains records of Quaker 

sales, purchases and manumissions of slaves.) 

During the summer of 1825, Edward Stabler "suffered with a 
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large and painful gathering in his right arm and hand" that left 

his right hand permanently crippled. 62 Despite this, stabler 

continued to travel as a minister and maintained a voluminous 

correspondence. It was at this time that his son, William Stab-

ler, took over much of the everyday business of the apothecary 

shop, although he had been a partner with his father since 

1819. 63 

In December, Edward Stabler purchased a slave named Sally, 

about twenty-five years of age, and her infant child, for one 

dollar from Eleanor C. Stuart. This deed was witnessed by George 

W.P. Custis, the grandson of Martha Washington, and Cassius F. 

Lee. 64 In January, 1826, Stabler purchased two more slaves, 

named Matilda and Harriet, for one dollar from Eleanor Stuart. 65 

This may have been the same type of transaction that was common 

among the Quakers in North Carolina who acted as trustees for 

emancipated blacks. Sally and her child were legally manumitted 

in May, 1827. 66 There is no record of Matilda and Harriet being 

legally freed. 

Edward Stabler spent three months during 1826 traveling on 

the Eastern Shore of Maryland and in Delaware visiting monthly 

meetings and individual Quakers. 67 A friend suggested that he 

write a series of essays for publication on the evils of slavery 

based upon his observations during this trip. Stabler refused 

because, he said, 

There are now so many combatants with political weapons 
engaged in this warfare, that it has assumed a new 
character; and it is now a difficult if not an imprac­
ticable affair to enter the field .... I have long been of 
the persuasion, that much of the good that might have 
been done, has been obstructed by the attempts which 
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have been made to abolish slavery, having originated and 
been prosecuted upon political, instead of religious 
motives and convictions. 

stabler was concerned with the moral effect of slavery on the 

slaveowners, but was convinced that no one would listen to him. 

In 1827, with the assistance of the fiery Quaker editor from 

Baltimore, Benjamin Lundy, a group of Quakers and Methodists in 

Alexandria withdrew from the American Colonization society and 

established the Alexandria Benevolent Society to support manumis­

sion and colonization. 69 Thomas Jacobs, who owned two slaves, 

was the president. 70 Benjamin Hallowell, a well known Quaker 

schoolmaster and close friend of Edward Stabler, was the secre-

tary. Samuel Janney, another Quaker who had been active in the 

American Colonization Society, was one of the founders of the 

Alexandria Benevolent Society and wrote a series of essays that 

were published in the Alexandria Gazette. 71 These essays were 

titled "VIEWS of the Benevolent Society of Alexandria for amelio-

rating and improving the condition of the People of Color," and 

appeared as often as once a week beginning in April, 1827 through 

1828. The essays were on such subjects as the comparative cost 

of free and slave labor, the politics of slavery, and the slave 

trade. In his autobiography, published in 1884, Benjamin Hallow-

ell was careful to point out that the object of the Society was 

not to interfere with slavery, but to secure to the slaves their 

legal rights. 72 He noted that the Society met every month until 

the Nat Turner insurrection in 1831, when it was thought most 

prudent to suspend the meetings; they were never resumed. 73 

Despite the active participation of a number of Quakers in the 
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Alexandria community, Edward and William stabler did not join the 

Benevolent society. Hallowell noted that they were "fearful that 

the object of the society might be misunderstood. ,,74 

Additional evidence of increasing abolitionist sentiment can 

be seen in the formation of other local societies in 1827. The 

Baltimore Friends formed the Baltimore society for the Protection 

of Free People of Color to assist kidnapped blacks to regain 

their freedom. 75 Kidnapping and enslaving of free blacks was a 

continual problem with the District of columbia, the center of 

the slave trade. Also in 1827, the recently organized Washington 

Abolition Society issued a statement on the deleterious influence 

of slavery upon the welfare and prosperity of the city.76 

In 1827, the society of Friends split between the activist 

followers of Elias Hicks and the orthodox or quietist members. 

Edward Stabler attended the Yearly Meeting in New York where he 

visited Hicks on Long Island, and also attended meetings in New 

Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware and Maryland. 77 In 1828, the 

Alexandria Monthly Meeting united with the Hicksite branch. 78 

The Hicksite branch of the Philadelphia Monthly Meeting deter­

mined in 1828 to renounce the use of all products produced by 

slave labor. Edward Stabler attended the Philadelphia Yearly 

Meeting that year. Stabler appears to have been deeply involved 

in the politics of the Society of Friends. He corresponded with 

Elias Hicks and was deeply committed to the abolition of 

slavery. 79 Yet his scruples kept him from joining a society that 

included non-Quakers, and from making a public protest in the 

form of published essays. 
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In 1828, the firm of Franklin and Armfield opened their 

headquarters in Alexandria. They were the South's largest slave 

trading enterprise until 1837. 80 The firm kept their slaves in a 

pen on Duke Street, and sent one hundred or more to New Orleans 

every two weeks. 81 Perhaps in response to this development, the 

Alexandria Benevolent Society submitted yet another petition to 

congress that same year (see Appendix III) .82 The petition 

proposed that all children of slaves born in the District of 

Columbia after July 4, 1828, shall be free at the age of twenty­

five years. There was also a request for the repeal of those 

laws Which authorize the selling of "supposed runaways" and for 

the prevention of the removal of slaves into the District for the 

purpose of sale, hire or transportation. 

The petition was not granted. This petition was signed by 

1,056 citizens of Alexandria, Georgetown and Washington city, 

although Benjamin Hallowell claimed that over 1,500 voters had 

signed it. At least 153 residents of Alexandria signed the 

petition, and 90 of them were slave owners (see Appendix IV). Of 

these, 80 had four or fewer Slaves, and 64 had one or two, 

according to the 1830 Census. Twenty-two Quakers signed the 

petition, including William Stabler. Edward Stabler did not sign 

(see Appendix V). 

In 1829, there is further evidence of Edward Stabler's 

personal antislavery activities. In April, he purchased a slave 

named Lilly for one dollar from George W.P. Custis, and in Sep­

tember, he purchased Nelson Hams, or Harris, from Custis' daugh­

ter, "with a view to forthwith emancipating him," also for the 
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sum of one dollar. 83 Edward and William stabler also served as 

witnesses to the emancipation of a slave named Angy by James S. 

Gunnell, a dentist of the city of Washington in April, 1829. 84 

It was not until 1831, however, that Nelson Harris and Lilly were 

legally emancipated by William and Mary Stabler as executors of 

their father's estate. 85 The 1830 Census shows the Edward Stab­

ler household with 13 white members and 3 free black members. 

Unfortunately, it is not known who the free blacks were. 

Edward Stabler continued in his active ministry with a two­

month visit to the Philadelphia and New York Yearly Meetings in 

1829, and a three-month trip to the New York and Baltimore Yearly 

Meetings in 1830. 86 He died in January, 1831 of scarlet fever at 

the age of 62. 87 That summer a bill for gradual emancipation was 

defeated in the Virginia Assembly by one vote, and it was agreed 

to reconsider the proposal at the next session. 88 Nat Turner's 

rebellion erupted in August, which put an end to any serious 

consideration of emancipation in virginia. Despite an increas­

ingly radical Northern abolition campaign, it was not until 1850 

that the slave trade was ended in the District of Columbia as 

part of a compromise over admission to the Union of California 

and the new territories. 89 For Alexandria, no longer a part of 

the District, slavery would not be ended until after the civil 

War and the occupation of the city by Union troops. 
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Appendix I 

Quaker PUrohases, Sales and Manumissions 
of Afrioan Amerioans, from the Alexandria, Virginia 

county court House Deed Books Q2, R2 and S2 

DB Q2 p. 394 

Know all men by these presents that I William Lanphier of the 
Town and county of Alexandria in the District of Columbia have 
from the date of these presents for myself, my heirs, my 
executors and administrators for and in considerations of the 
inviolable justice I owe to all mankind and diverse other 
considerations, emancipated, manumitted and set free forever from 
my service, and from serving any and all other claiming under me, 
my female negro slave named Chaney Jackson (when I bought from 
Benjamin D. Patterson on the fourteenth day of April One Thousand 
eight hundred and thirteen, as per bill of sale then made 
together with her future increase, and by these presents do 
emancipate, manumit and set free forever from my service as 
aforesaid the said Chaney Jackson together with her future 
increase, and I the said William Lanphier for myself, my heirs, 
my executors and administrators, unto her the said Chaney Jackson 
and her future increase the freedom herein conveyed and conferred 
against the claim or claims of all and every person or persons 
whatsoever claiming under me. I the said William Lanphier will 
by these presents forever warrant and defend. 

have 
day 
and 

In witness of every particular herein before expressed I 
here unto signed by name and set my seal this twenty third 

of July in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
twenty five. 

Signed, sealed and delivered in presence of: 

Edw Stabler 
Thomas S. Stabler 
Robinson Stabler 

Recorded 12/5/1827 

DB Q2 p. 48 

Know all men by these presents that I Eleanor C. Stuart of the 
county of Alexandria and District of Columbia for and in 
consideration of reasons and in consideration of the sum of one 
Dollar to me in hand paid by Edward Stabler of said County do 
make and convey unto the said Stabler a certain slave woman named 
Sally - about twenty five years of age - and her infant child and 
by these presents I do warrant and defend the said slaves unto 
the said Stabler against the claim or claims of all persons 
whatever. As witness my hand and seal this seventeenth day of 
December 1825. 

Witnesses: George W.P. custis 
cassius F. Lee 
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At an United states Circuit Court of the District of Columbia 
continued and held for the county of Alexandria the 10th day of 
April 1827. This Bill of Sale from Eleanor C. Stuart to Edward 
Stabler was proved by the oath of Cassuis F. Lee to be the act and 
deed of the [sic) Eleanor C. Stuart and ordered to be recorded. 

DB Q2 p.47 

Know all men by these presents, that I Eleanor C. Stuart of the 
District of Columbia for and in consideration of the sum of one 
dollar, to me in hand paid, the receipt whereof is hereby 
acknowledged, do bargain and sell unto Edward Stabler of said 
county two slaves named Matilda and Harriet and by these presents 
I do hereby warrant and defend the claim of said Stabler, unto the 
said slaves against the claim or claims of all persons whatever. 
Given under my hand this thirty first day of January Eighteen 
hundred and twenty six. 

witnesses: George W.P. custis 
cassuis F. Lee 

At an United States circuit Court of the District of Columbia 
continued and held for the County of Alexandria the 18th day of 
April 1827. This Bill of sale from Eleanor C. Stuart to Edward 
Stabler was proved by the oath of Cassius F. Lee to be the act and 
deed of the said Eleanor C. Stuart and ordered to be recorded. 

DB Q2 p.56 

To all whom it may concern, be it known, that I William H. Wilmer 
of the town of Alexandria in the District of Columbia, for divers 
good causes and considerations me thereunto moving, as also in 
consideration of one dollar to me in hand paid, do release from 
slavery, liberate, manumit, and set free at the times specified as 
follows, the following negro servants, now in possession of Mrs. 
Hannah Somers: viz. Maria, aged about twenty five, to be free on 
the first day of January ensuing, her daughter Tamer born about 
first day of January eighteen hundred and sixteen to be free on the 
first day of January eighteen hundred and forty one; her son Henry, 
born 14th Nov. Eighteen hundred and eighteen, to be free on the 
14th day of Nov. Eighteen hundred and forty three, her son George, 
born 12th July Eighteen hundred and twenty one to be free on the 
12th of July Eighteen hundred and forty six, her son Thornton born 
16th February 1823, to be free on the 16th February eighteen 
hundred forty eight, her son Armstead, born 1st August Eighteen 
hundred and twenty four, to be free on the 1st of August eighteen 
hundred and forty none, and her son Lewis, born 12th December 1825, 
to be free on he 12th December Eighteen hundred and fifty - which 
said servant Maria I sold to Mrs. Somers of Fairfax county for the 
term of ten years, which term expires on the first day of January 
ensuing (1827) her offspring being bound to serve Mrs. Somers until 
they attain the age of twenty five years, which term is 
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contemplated by this deed of manumission, in the several dated 
above specified, and by which its provisions are to be modified -
the same negro Maria, aged as aforesaid, and able to work and gain 
a sufficient livelihood and maintenance, and the said negroes her 
offspring aforesaid at the time specified, I do declare to be 
henceforth free, manumitted and discharged from all manner of 
servitude or service to me, my executors or administrators forever 
- In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal this 
twenty seventh day of November A.D. Eighteen hundred and twenty 
six. 

witnesses: John C. Mandell 
Isaac Cannell 
Daniel Morgan 

At an United states Circuit Court of the District of Columbia 
continued and held for the County of Alexandria the 10th day of 
April 1827. This deed from William H. wilmer to negro Maria and 
her six children was proved by the oaths of Daniel Morgan and Isaac 
Cannell to be the act and deed of the said William H. Wilmer and 
the said Maria personally appeared in open Court, and it appearing 
to the satisfaction of the Court, that she is, of sound mind, and 
body, and not over the age of forty five y,~ars it is ordered that 
the same be certified and the said deed recorded. 

DB Q2 p.122 

Item. - I give and bequeath to my grand niece Mary Clagett one 
Negro Girl called Clarissa and in case said Negro have a Child 
previous to or within nine months after my death, I give said child 
to my niece Elizabeth Page. 

Charles County, Maryland. 

I hereby Certify that the above is a true extract from Mary B. 
Barnes Will, Recorded in my office 12/14/1826. William D. Merrick. 

DB Q2 p.117 

Know all men by these presents, that we William Fowle and Henry 
Daingerfield, out of our desire to confer a Boon and benefit upon 
our slaves, Lewis Campbell aged about fifty years, Julia aged about 
twenty five years, Letty aged about sixteen years and Eliza aged 
about nine years, do emancipate and set free, the aforesaid slaves. 

In testimony whereof we have hereto set our hands and affixed 
our seals this twenty sixth day of January eighteen hundred and 
twenty seven. 

signed, sealed, and delivered in presence of us: 
Benjamin H. Lambert 
W.H. Foule 
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DB Q2 p.48 

To all whom it may concern, be it known that I Harriet M. Lloyd of 
the County of Alexandria and District of Columbia for divers good 
causes and considerations me these unto moving and also in further 
consideration of one hundred and fifty dollars of lawful money to 
me in hand paid, have released from slavery, liberated, emancipated 
and set free, and by these presents do hereby release from slavery, 
liberate, manumit and set free my negro woman named Mildred Jackson 
being of the age of forty three years and able to work and gain a 
sufficient livelihood and maintenance - and her the said negro 
woman named Mildred Jackson, I do declare to be henceforth free, 
manumitted and discharged from all manner of servitude and service 
to me, my Executors or Administrators forever. In testimony 
whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my seal this 12th 
day of April 1827. 

Signed, sealed and delivered in presence of: 
Thomson F. Mason 
Henry Lloyd 

At an united states Circuit Court of the District of Columbia 
continued and held for the County of Alexandria the 19th day of 
April 1827. This dead of Emancipation from Harriet M. Lloyd to 
Mildred Jackson, was proved by the oaths of Thomson F. Mason and 
Henry Lloyd to be the act and deed of the said Harriet M. Lloyd and 
ordered to be recorded. 

DB Q2 p.82 

I Martha Simms do swear that my removal into the District of 
Columbia, County of Alexandria, was with no intent of evading the 
laws for preventing the further importation of slaves; nor have I 
brought with me any slaves with an intention of selling them; nor 
have any of the slaves which I have bought with me been imported 
from Africa or any of the West India Islands since the first day of 
November One Thousand seven hundred and seventy eight. I have 
brought the following slaves to wit - Negro man Tom about twenty 
years old - dark complexion. Do. boy curlistus about four years 
old - Chloe Ann a bright mulatto girl abou·t eight years old - and 
Polly a dark coloured woman about twenty four years old, all slaves 
for life, which Slaves were all born and raised in the State of 
Maryland from whence they are now brought. 

Martha Simms - her mark 

Martha Simms whose name is subscribed above, personally appeared 
before the undersigned a Justice of the Peace for the County 
aforesaid, & made oath in due form of law, that the above Statement 
in writing tuching [sic] her intentions as regards the removal of 
her Slaves into this District, contains the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth. Given from under my hand this 13th day 
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of April 1827. Chs. Neale 

DB Q2 p.1l7 

Know all men by these presents, that I, Isaac Clark of the town of 
Alexandria and District of Columbia, for an in consideration of the 
love and affection which I have for my daughter Arbarilla free from 
bondage the said Arbarilla whom I purchased from Mrs. Rebecca 
Dulany - and I do hereby warrant and defend the said Arabeilla in 
the possession of her liberty against all claims, and claimants 
whatsoever. Given under my hand and seal this 26th day of April 
1827. 

Isaac Clark - his mark 

DB Q2 p.86 

Know all men by these presents, that whereas Eleanor C. stuart of 
the County of Alexandria and District of Columbia, from a desire to 
restore to their natural Right of Liberty a female slave by the 
name of Sally aged about twenty five years, and her infant child, 
did by her bill of sale, dated the seventeenth day of December 
1835, (and which was proved and ordered to be recorded at the 
united States Circuit Court of the District of Columbia and held in 
the County of Alexandria the 16th day of April 1827) convey to me 
all her right and title to the said slaves, and warranting the same 
against the claim or claims of all persons whatsoever. Be it known 
therefore to all whom it may concern, that I, Edward Stabler of the 
Town of Alexandria and County and District aforesaid do manumit and 
by this Deed of emancipation do set free the said female named 
Sally and her infant child, and by the powers conveyed to me be the 
said Bill of Sale above mentioned, do warrant and defend their said 
right of liberty against the claim or claims of all persons 
whatsoever - witness my hand and seal this third day of the fifth 
month (May) in the year 1827. 

witnesses: Wm Stabler 
Robert H. Miller 

At an United States Circuit Court of the District of Columbia 
continued and held for the County of Alexandria the 5th day of May 
1827. Edward Stabler acknowledged this deed of manumission to 
negro Sally and her child to be his act and deed, and it appearing 
to the satisfaction of the Court that the said negro years and of 
sound mind and body the same is ordered to be Certified and the 
said Deed recorded. 

DB Q2 p.176 

Know by all men by these presents that I Thos. Vowell do hereby 
emancipate and set free a certain coloured lad named Jospeh 
Williams aged about twenty years, born in Alexandria at my dwelling 
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on water street. His parents are Edmund & Sylvia Williams the 
mother is now a free woman, and on records in the County Court of 
Alexandria D.C. as per certificate of emancipation from myself -
given under my hand & seal at Alexandria D.C. this 12th day of 
November 1827. 

witness: W. Cranch 

DB Q2 p.209 

Know all men by these Presents I Peter Loggins of the Town of 
Alexandria D.C. for divers good causes and considerations do hereby 
emancipate my daughter named Janney whom I purchased of Bernard 
Bryan, as (per Bill of Sale recorded in the Clerks office of the 
County of Alexandria) and her child Sally and her grandchildren 
Georgeanna, Creaxeanna and John - children of said Sally - I 
purchased my said child Janney when she was seven years of age - As 
witness my hand & seal this 17th day of November 1827. 

Peter Loggins - his mark 

DB Q2 p.488 

Know all men by these presents, that I Townshend Waugh of the Town 
of Alexandria and District of Columbia believing that to hold a 
human being to unconditional and involuntary slavery, is contrary 
to justice and humanity, have resolved to emancipate, discharge and 
set free, and by these presents do emancipate, discharge and set 
free from slavery, and from all claims to labour or services of any 
kind, a certain coloured woman named Jane Ross about forty two 
years of age. In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and 
seal this sixth day of April 1828. 

DB Q2 p.500 

Know all men by these presents, that I Solomon Pas sons of the Town 
& County of Alexandria and District of Columbia, have emancipated 
and set free, a black man named Mayfield - aged sixty years or 
thereabouts, who formerly belonged to the estate of John Coffee of 
Fairfax County Virginia, and sold by Henry Gunnel Administrator to 
the widow Mary Coffee. 

Whereas in 1816 Mary Coffee departed this life, and as 
administrator of the said Mary Coffee I sold at auction (as will 
appear by my account of second in the County Court of Fairfax) the 
said Mayfield, and became the Purchaser for his benefit, whenever 
he should refund the purchase money four hundred dollars and 
interest, he having paid the same I do hereby emancipate and 
whatsoever. witness my hand & seal this fifth day of May Eighteen 
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hundred & twenty eight. 

witnesses: Robert H. Miller 
Saml Miller 

DB S2 p.533 

Know all men by these presents, that I George W.P. custis of the 
District of Columbia, for and in consideration of the sum of one 
dollar to me in hand paid, the receipt whereof is hereby 
acknowledged, do bargain, sell & confirm to Edward Stabler of said 
District, all my right and title to a certain woman Slave named 
Lilly, and by these presents do warrant and defend the said Lilly 
to the said Stabler against the claim or claims of all persons 
whatever. Given under my hand and seal this 27th day of April 
1829. 

Witnesses: Mary A.R. Custis 
Marietta Furner 

DB S2 p.14 

Know all men by these presents, that I, Jacob Hoffman of the Town 
of Alexandria in the District of Columbia, did about the year 1813, 
sell for the term of ten years, the bearer hereof Clary to Samuel 
Harper then of this place, the said Clary with her issue to be free 
at the expiration of the said ten years, the said Harper sold her 
for the remainder of her term to Reuben Dyre then of Alexandria & 
he to Jonathan G. Thay and he to Thomas Patton, and he to Wm 
Henderson of Washington and he to John C. Wilson, and for the 
residue of the term to a Mr. Golden, that at the expiration of the 
said ten years the parties gave her liberty, but referred her to 
the subscriber of her freedom papers. I do hereby manumit, set 
free and fully discharge from my services the said Clary to enjoy 
her liberty, together with her three children, William a son, now 
about nine years old, Elizabeth a daughter about three years old, 
and a second daughter named Martha Ann, now about seven months old, 
the said Children to be subject to clary their mother. The Son 
until he be fully of the age of twenty one years, the daughters 
until they shall arrive at the age of eighteen years. Given under 
my hand and seal this 27th of May 1829. 

witnesses: Wm Simms Registered 4/20/1830 
Charles Bennett 

DB S2 p.357 

Know all man by these presents, that I Catherine Ramsay of the city 
of Washington in the District of Columbia, for and in consideration 
of the sum of three hundred dollars to me in hand paid by Samuel 
Miller of the Town and county of Alexandria, in the District 
aforesaid the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, have 
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bargained, sold, aliened and confirmed unto the said Samuel Miller 
a certain mulatto boy named Daniel about twenty years of age, to be 
held by the said Miller as his Slave for the term of ten years from 
the after the date of the signing and sealing of these presents: 
and then from and after the expiration of the term of the ten years 
aforesaid, I do declare the said boy Daniel to be free and 
emancipated from the claim and demand of all persons whosoever. 
And further, I do hereby warrant and defend the said Slave for the 
term of ten years as aforesaid to the said Samuel Miller against 
the claim or demands of all persons, whomsoever. And the said 
Samuel, for himself and his assigns, doth hereby covenant to 
release the said Daniel from his services at the expiration of the 
said term; and to permit him to enjoy his liberty free from this 
control, or the control of any person claiming by, through or under 
him; and that he will not sell or dispose of the said Daniel 
without his consent to any person to carry him out of the District 
of Columbia. In witness whereof the said parties have hereunto set 
their hands and seals this sixteenth day of July eighteen hundred 
and twenty nine. 

In presence of: G. Ramsay 
Elizabeth Ramsay 
Mordecai Miller 

DB S2 p.387 

Know all men by these presents, that we William H. Fitzhugh and 
Mary L. Custis having heretofore made to Edward Stabler of 
Alexandria a bill of sale for a certain negro man named Nelson 
Harris with a view that he said Stabler might forthwith emancipate 
the said negro - And whereas it appears that the said bill of sale 
has been lost or mislaid: now therefore we the said William H. 
Fitzhugh and Mary L. custis, as well in consideration of the sum of 
one dollar to us in hand paid, as that the said Stabler may at the 
next court for the county of Alexandria, proceed to emancipate the 
said Nelson Harris, do sell, grant and confirm to the said Edward 
Stabler all our right and title to the said: witness our hands and 
seals this 26th day of September 1829. 

witnesses: Rosalie E. Stuart 
Eleanor C. Stuart 

DB R2 p.441 

Known all men by these presents, that I James S. Gunnell (Dentist) 
of the City of Washington and District of Columbia, from a desire 
to restore to her natural right of liberty, my female slave Angy, 
have manumitted, and by this my act and deed to manumit and se at 
liberty the said Angy, a pale mulatto, and now about fourteen years 
of age. And I do hereby oblige myself, my heirs, executors, and 
administrators, to warrant and protect the said Angy, in possession 
of her said natural right of liberty, against all claims and 
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claimants whatsoever. In witness whereof I affix my hand and seal 
in Alexandria this fourth day of November, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty nine. 

witnesses: Edward Stabler 
Wm Stabler 

At an United States Circuit Court of the District of Columbia 
continued and held for the county of Alexandria in the 7th day of 
November 1829. This Deed of Emancipation from James S. Gunnell to 
Negro Angy was proved by the affirmative.s of Edward Stabler & 
William Stabler to be the act and deed of the said James S. 
Gunnell; and it appearing to the satisfaction of the court, that 
the said negro Angy, is under the age of 18 years, the same was 
ordered to be certified and the said deed recorded. 

DB S2 p.112 

Know all men that I Robert H. Miller of the Town of Alexandria in 
the District of Columbia for divers good reasons me thereunt.o 
moving, have emancipated and set free, and do by these present.s 
emancipate set free the following Slaves belonging to me vis. a 
negro woman named Maria Craney aged about eighteen years and 
purchased by me from B.H. Lewis - also a negro man named Oliver 
Edwards, purchased by me from Joseph B. Ladd of the Town of 
Alexandria. In witness whereof I have hereto set my hand and seal 
this twenty fourth day of March in the year eighteen hundred and 
thirty. 

In presence of: Johnathan Butcher 
Charles Ross 
Nathaniel E. Janney 

DB S2 p.353 

Recorded 4/21/1830 

Know all men by these presents that I Richard H. Henderson, 
Executor of Thomas R. Nott decd, in consideration of three hundred 
and twenty five dollars by James Townsend, a man of Color, to me in 
hand paid; the receipt of which I acknowledge, have bargained, 
sold, conveyed, and confirmed, and do by these presents, bargain 
and sell, convey, and confirm to him the said James Townsend negro 
slaves Cardine and her children Sophia, William, and Eliza. To 
have and to hold the said slaves to him the said James Townsend his 
Executors, administrator and assigns. In testimony whereof I have 
hereto set my hand and affixed my seal this 28th day of May 1830. 

Witness: W.R. Fitzhugh Recorded 11/8/1 

DB 52 p.216 

Know all men by these presents, that I William Morgan of Alexandria 
D.C., do hereby for and in consideration of the sum of one hundred 
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& seventy five dollars to me in hand paid by William Morrison the 
receipt of which I hereby acknowledge, emancipate and forever set 
free the said William Morrison from the claims and demands of all 
persons claiming, by, through or under me, and will warrant defend 
unto him his freedom against the claims of all persons whomsoever. 
I purchased the said William from Thomas Sanford of Alexandria as 
by Bill of Sale dated 27th July 1829 for the sum of one hundred and 
seventy five dollars. Given under my hand and seal this 4th day of 
October 1830. 

Signed, & delivered in presence of: 

Recorded 11/1/1830 

DB S2 p.407 

cassius F. Lee 
John L. Hampson 

Know all men by these presents, that I Robert Jamieson of the Town 
and County of Alexandria in the District of Columbia for and in 
consideration of the faithful services of negro Dennis Carpenter. 
And in accordance with certain stipulations in a Bill of Sale from 
Thomas Vowell of said negro Dennis Carpenter to the late Andrew 
Jamieson, I hereby do emancipate the said Dennis Carpenter and 
Declare him free. Given under my hand and seal this 27th day of 
November 1830. Said negro Dennis is in the 31st year of his age. 

DB S2 p.544 

Know all men by these presents that we Mary Stabler Administratrix 
and William Stabler Administrator of Edward Stabler decd for good 
an suff icient and causes us thereunto moving, do set free and 
emancipate a certain slave woman named Lilly, about thirty three 
years of age, and by these presents do warrant & defend the said 
Lilly in he possession of her liberty against the claim or claims 
of all persons whatsoever. Given under our hands and seals the 
23rd day of the 4 month (April) 1831. 

Witnesses: 

DB S2 p.691 

Thomas S. Stabler 
John Leadbetter 

Whereas Wm. H. Fitzhugh and Mary L. custis did by a Bill of Sale 
convey to Edw. S. Stabler of Alexandria a certain negro man named 
Nelson Harris in order that the said Edw. S. Stabler might 
emancipate him - Therefore, know all men my these presents, that we 
Mary Stabler Admx and William Stabler Admr of Edward Stabler decd 
do emancipate and set free and by these presents have emancipated 
and set free the said Nelson Harris, as witness our hands & seals 
this 7th day of the 11 mo. (November) 1831. 

Witnesses: Thomas S. Stabler 
David H. Reed 
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Appendix II 
African American Manumissions 
Alexandria County Court House 

Deed Book Q2 

Owners 
William Vietch 

Mary Green Hardy 

John Whiting 

Francis Hoy 
his mark 

Harry Darnell 
his mark 

Thomas Preston 

p.48 Harriet M. Lloyd 

p.56 William H. Wilmer 

p.86 Edward Stabler 

7/11/1827 

6/13/1827 

5/14/1827 

5/28/1827 

2/8/1821 

5/3/1825 

4/12/1827 

11/7/1826 

5/3/1827 

p.117 William Fowle 1/26/1827 
Henry Daingerfield 

p.117 Isaac Clark 
his mark 

p.155 Wm Gibson 
Moses Gibson 

4/26/1827 

12/3/1826 

Susanna Garner Gibson, etc. 
Heirs of Isaac Gibson 
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Slaves 
Nicholas Snowden age 30 

Selina age 35 
Charlotte age 14 
William age 12 
Emeline age 10 
Amy age 7 
Unah age 4 

Ellen Cole & her child 
Louisa 

Betsy Bond 

Tabitha Minor (Tabby) 
William Minor age 13 

Fanny Grinage 

Mildred Jackson age 43 

Maria 
Tamer 
George 
Thornton 
Armstead 
Lewis 

Sally 
& her infant 

Lewis campbell 
Julia 
Letty 
Eliza 

Abarilla Clark 

Alfred Clark 

age 25 

age 25 
child 

age 50 
25 
16 
9 



p.176 Thomas Vowell 11/12/1827 Joseph Williams age 20 

p.209 Peter Loggins 11/17/1827 Janney Loggins 
his mark Sally her child 

& her grandchildren 
Georgeanna 
Creaseanna 
John 

p.235 William A. Williams 12/6/1826 Ann to be freed at age 25 
Richard Stanton 

p.394 William Lamphier 7/3/1825 Chaney Jackson 

p.488 Townsend Waugh 4/6/1828 Jane Ross age 42 

p.500 Solomon Pas sons 5/5/1828 Mayfield age 60 

35 



p.24 

p.52 

p.65 

p.84 

p.90 

p.149 

p.176 

p.228 

p.240 

p.248 

p.249 

p.308 

p.367 

Alexandria County Court House 
Deed Book R2 

Manumissions 

Qwners 

George Lindenburger Machenheimer 
Eliza Machenheimer 10/10/1828 

Robert Jamieson 11/8/1828 

Reuben Johnston 11/11/1828 

Charles McKnight 11/14/1828 

Mordecai Miller 11/15/1828 

Henry Darnell 11/29/1828 
A free Coloured man 

James P. Coleman 4/18/1829 

Jonathan Chambers 1/30/1821 
Registered 4/18/1829 
vouched for by Robinson Stabler 

Charles W. Knight 1/5/1829 

John Child 1/6/1829 

Delia Clarke 9/11/1828 

Colin Auld 11/24/1829 

Children & heirs 6/24/1825 
of Joseph Brick 
registered 11/14/1829 
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Richard Knight as of 
7/23/1836 when he is 21 
years old 

Jane Turley & her 
Marie Ann 
Thomas 
John 
George 

Sandy Butts 

James Townshend 

Harry Nokes 

His children: 
Mary 

Charles 
Priscilla 
Henry 

Harriet Ann Dyson 

Manuel 

children: 
12 yrs. 

4 
2 
5 wks. 

age 28 

age 22 
20 
18 
16 

age 17 

Carolus Anthony Chin age 26 

Rose age 17 to be free age 21 
her offspring to serve 

until age 25 

Julia Gray, her daughter 

Flora Johnson age 22 

Alice & her children 
Fanny 

Betsy 
James 
John Henry 
Sarah, granchild mother 



deceased 

p.378 John Childs 1/26/1829 Margaret age 14 to be 
free at age 21 

her offspring to serve 
until 25 

p.441 James S. Gunnell 11/4/1829 Angy age 14 

p.482 Caesar Valentine 6/5/1829 John Henry Richards 
to Jonathan Schofield until they age 15 
reach age 21: Samuel L. Williams 

age 14 
the future increase of the females Cecilia Whiting age 6 
to become free when they do 

Thomas Wesley Whiting 
age 4 

Alexander Washington 
age 2 

Murray Fairfax age 2 mos. 

p.483 Caesar Valentine 6/5/1829 Priscilla Washington 
William Caesar 
Eloias Whiting 

p.157 Elizabeth A. Cracroft 12/20/1829 Grace Marvell age 28 
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p.14 

p.14 

p.110 

p.112 

p.117 

p.124 

p.215 

p.216 

p.216 

p.357 

p.363 

p.407 

p.413 

p.414 

p.424 

p.436 

Alexandria County Court House 
Deed Book S2 

Owners 

Jacob Hoffman 

Isaac Clark 

Peggy Ashton 

Robert Miller 

John Morgan 
his mark 

John M. Massie 

Wm. Fowle 

Manumissions 

5/27/1829 

3/26/1830 

1/18/1830 

3/24/1830 

3/19/1830 

4/23/1830 

11/11/1830 

William Morgan 10/4/1830 
see p.220 for sale document 

Mana Blue 
her mark 

Catherine Ramsay 

Isreal Lunt 

Robert Jamieson 

Thomas Preston 

catherine Ramsay 

simon Dame 

James Irwin 

11/19/1830 

7/16/1829 

11/24/1830 

11/27/1830 

11/23/1830 

11/3/1830 

11/6/1830 

9/6/1830 
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Slaves 

Clary 
William 
Elizabeth 
Martha Ann 

Delia 

Edward Oldham 

Maria Craney 
Oliver Edwards 

Cornlius Watson 

Jane Barney (Jenny) 

John Payne 

William Morrison 

age 9 
age 3 
7 mos. 

age 39 

age 18 

Maria Morris (daughter) 

Daniel in ten years at 
age 30 

Joseph Frazer age 42 
Letty Frazer(wife) 40 

Dennis Carpenter age 31 

Somerset Chase 

Joseph age 7 when he 
reaches age 30 

Daniel Peter West age 30 

Miran Seals & children 
Marsolina 
William Henry 



p.544 William stabler 4/23/1831 Lilly age 33 
Mary Stabler 

p.545 James M. steuart 4/25/1831 David Brooks 

p.545 Thomas R. Moott 3/1/1831 Letty 
at his death 

p.691 William stabler 11/7 /1831 Nelson Harris 
Mary Stabler 

p.696 Robert Anderson 5/10/1830 Calvin Jones 
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Alexandria County Court House 
Deed Books 

African American Manumissions. 1826-1831 
Alphabetical List of Owners 

(Numbers in parentheses represent transactions which are not 
manumissions but are intended to result as such at a later date.) 

Owners 

Robert Anderson 
(R.P. Anderson 
signed petition) 

Peggy Ashton 

Colin Auld 

Mana Blue her daughter 

Joseph Brick - heirs 

Elizabeth A. Caracroft 

Jonathan Chambers 

John Child 

Isaac childs 

DB S2 p.696 

DB S2 p.110 

DB R2 p.308 

DB S2 p.216 

DB R2 p.367 

DB R2 p.517 

DB R2 p.248 

DB R2 p.378 

DB Q2 p. 117 
DB S2 p.14 

Delia Clarke-her daughter DB R2 p.249 

James P. Coleman 
signed petition 

Mary L. Custis 

Henry Daingerfield 

simon Dame 

Harry Darnell 

Henry Darnell 
a free Coloured man­
his children 

William H. Fitzhugh 

William Fowle 

Moses Gibson 

DB R2 p.176 

DB S2 p.387 

DB Q2 p.117 

DB S2 p. 424 

DB Q2 

DB R2 p.149 

DB S2 p.387 

DB Q2 p.117 

DB Q2 p.155 
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# Slaves 

5/10/2830 

1/18/1830 

11/24/1829 

11/19/1830 

6/24/1825 

12/20/1829 

1/30/1821 (1829) 

1/26/1829 

4/26/1827 
3/26/1830 

9/11/1828 

4/18/1829 

9/26/1829 

1/6/1827 

11/6/1830 

2/8/1821 

11/29/1828 

9/26/1829 

1/6/1827 

11/11/1830 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 
1 

1 

1 

(1) 

(4) 

1 

2 

4 

(1) 

4 

1 



Wm Gibson DB Q2 p.155 12/3/1826 1 
signed petition 

James 8. Gunnell DB R2 p.441 11/4/1829 1 

Mary Green Hardy DB Q2 6/13/1827 6 

Jacob Hoffman DB 82 p.14 5/27/1827 1 

Francis Hoy DB Q2 5/28/1827 1 

James Irwin DB 82 p.436 9/6/1830 3 

Robert Jamieson DB 82 p.407 11/27/1830 1 
DB R2 p.52 11/8/1828 5 

Reuben Johnston DB R2 p.65 11/11/1828 1 

Charles W. Knight DB R2 p.240 1/5/1829 1 

William Lanphier DB Q2 p.394 7/23/1825 1 
signed petition 

Harriet M. Lloyd DB Q2 p.48 4/12/1827 1 
DB 82 p.407 6/9/1830 1 

Peter Loggins DB Q2 p.209 11/17/1827 5 
his family? 

Israel Lunt DB 82 p.363 11/24/1830 2 

George Lindenburger DB R2 p.24 10/10/1828 1 
Machenheimer 

Eliza Machenheimer DB R2 p.24 10/10/1828 (1) 

John M. Massie DB 82 p.124 4/23/1830 1 
signed petition 

Charles McKnight DB R2 p.84 11/14/1828 1 

Mordecai Miller DB R2 p.90 11/15/1828 1 
signed petition 

Robert H. Miller DB 82 p.112 3/4/1830 2 
signed petition 

Thomas R. Moott DB 82 p.545 3/1/1831 1 

John Morgan DB 82 p.117 3/19/1830 1 
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William Morgan DBS2 p.216 10/4/1830 1 
signed petition 

Solomon Passons DB Q2 p.500 5/5/1825 1 
signed petition 

Thomas Preston DB Q2 5/3/1825 1 
DB S2 p.413 11/23/1830 1 

Catherine Ramsay DB S2 p.357 7/16/1829 1 
DB 82 p.414 11/3/1830 1 

Edward Stabler DB S2 p.86 5/3/1827 2 
DB S2 p.691 11/7 /1831 1 

Mary Stabler DB S2 p.544 4/23/1831 (1) 
DB S2 p.691 11/7/1831 (1) 

William stabler DB S2 p.544 4/23/1831 (1) 
signed petition DB S2 p.691 11/7 /1831 1 

Richard stanton DB Q2 p.235 12/6/1826 (1) 

James M. Steuart DB S2 p.545 4/25/1831 1 

Eleanor c. Stuart DB Q2 p.48 12/17/1825 (2) 
DB Q2 p. 47 1/1/1826 (2) 

Caesar Valentine DB R2 p.482 6/5/1829 9 
DB R2 p.483 6/5/1829 3 

William veitch DB Q2 7/11/1827 1 
signed petition 

Thomas Vowell DB Q2 p.176 11/12/1827 1 
signed petition 

Townshend Waugh DB Q2 p.488 4/6/1828 1 
signed petition 

John Whiting DB Q2 5/14/1827 2 

William A. Williams DB Q2 p.235 12/6/1826 1 
signed petition 

William H. Wilmer DB Q2 p.56 11/27/1826 7 
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Deed Books in the Alexandria county Court House 

Property 
Transfers 

Sale of Slaves 

Manumissions 

Other 

Total Deeds 

Tabulations of Deed Types 

Deed Book Q2 
2 Years 

5/1826-5/1828 

218 

5 

18 

8 

249 

Deed Book R2 Deed Book S2 
1 Year 2 Years 3 Months 

11/1828-11/1829 8/1829-11/1831 

188 202 

3 8 

18 21 

11 11 

220 242 
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Property 
Transfers 

Sale of 
Slaves 

Manumissions 

Other 

Total Deeds 

Percent of Total Deed Types 

Deed Book Q2 Deed Book R2 
5/1826-5/1828 11/1828-11/1829 

88% 85% 

2% 1% 

7% 8% 

3% 5% 

249 220 
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Deed Book 82 
8/1829-11/1831 

83% 

3% 

9% 

5% 

242 



Appendix III 

Memorial of the Inhabitants of the District of Columbia praying 
For the Gradual Abolition Of slavery In the District of Colubmia. 
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SLAYERY-DISTRICT OF COLUMBl.\. 

lUE~lOn.U.L 

0'-

lNILUHT.\NTS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLU:'IDU., 

Praying Jar the grlld,,"l aboliliolL "J s{Il'Cay in Ifte J)i,/n'c/ oj t"(IImbia. 

~LlRCII 2~, lS~8. 

Referred to the Committee for lhe 1Ji~trict o( Columbi.l. 

FEUHUAIIY 0, 18!J5. 

Ord{T(d, On motion of ~lr. HubbllrrJ. of New H;l.mp5hire, to be printed. with the n.lmef 
thereto &t!;tcheu. 

To tfte J1anornble /I" Senn/e a"d J1.nse oj Rrl'rlSen/n/ivi.l of tI,. Unillr/; 
Slalc3 of w'lmt:rica in r,OJ/grcs.~ 1t3sernblui: 

'Ye, the undersigned, citizen!i of thr c!lunlie~ of 'Yashingtnll :\1\11 ,~le:c .. 
anuria, in the Dbtrict of C"lllmoht, lJrg It:i\\'e to call tIle attclIlion of your­
hOllorable hody to nn evil uf 3crillll!i IlIflgni[(Hlt" which greatly irnpair.i the 
Jlro!:!perity and happines~ of tlli~ Di.'I(l'ict, and ca!it~ tile I"('pruaclt of incult. 
sbitency upon the rfC'e insliltJtiDn~ c:'ItniJiishcd among U!'f. 

'Vhilc the law.'! of the United Sl9tc~ dl~nflllnce the foreign sla\'(~ traue 
as pir;lc)" anu punish \\o'itll riE'ath those who al't~ founu eng:1.g;cu in it." per .. 
petration, there rxi~t9 ill this Dhitl'il.:t, the scnt of the National Gon~rn. 
ment, a uomcstic sian! h'ntle, !ir::\I'ccl,Y !e.c;s di,qgracerul in its ciJaracter, 
and even mOl'e dcmul'nlizing in its :JlflIlCllce. Fur' this ;!'f lIot, like tile for. 
met', carriell on against a uill'!.mrolls nation; its "ictims ,we rrnrc!.l op 
among the pr0l'le "f thi", ctJun!l")" ,duc,letl in the precepts of the s~me 
religion, anu imiJued with simihU' uornr.sfic altaclllTient~, 

'l'hese people are, without thcit' cnll~ent, tnrn fl'om their homrq i hWI .. 

ban,1 antI wife arc fl;equclltly sepi"lrnled allit 1-010 into di~tnllt part.'i~; chil~ 
• .hen al'e taken from tbeil' pi\I·f'nt~. willHHll rrgartl to the tiCtl of nature; 
and the mosl entlenring bllnd~ of ;dTectioll nc:~ ul'oken" rOI'ever. 

Nor is this traffic cu~nllP'JI to th.p~e whn nre It"gllify sl:1\'(,3 ror life. Snmo 
who are entitled tn fI'ee!lom, nnd mi"lny \\'hn have a Iiriliteu time to SC1"\",I!., 
are sold into uncomiitiullal sia\'el'Y) anll, owing to the dcfecliyenCRS IIf our 
laws, tiley arc genel'ally cal'l'ieti out of rhe Di'ltl'ict Defo1'e' the ll('ce~sary 
steps Cln be taken fuc' their I'eiea!ic. 

tG.lic:s.!4 je.loo, print.] 
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· \\~c ~1~'I.ult.l thrse SCetieR continually takil1g place amollg US, amJ JamC"IIC 
CUI' Ina(uhty to jH'erellt them. The prople of this Dis(l"ict 1I:I\"r, ¥. ilfdn 
tlll'I.'Hel\"('s, 110 nll'allS of Icgislatire l'('cll"e"~s; 8ml Wf' tllC"I'tfnr-e =-PP'"al to 
Y,OIlI' h.olloralJle bUlly, AS t!IC only one il1\"e,~t('d by the Amrric,," CIlI{"iti1U. 

flllll wllh the JlOW('I' to I'ChCVC'U9. 

,NUI' .. iH ~t only fl'unt triC" I'llpacity of "I.we traderS that tll('~ culnrr(1 nct in 
t!il!'! DIStl'l~t al'C .dnfllOeu,tu SUrrel'. Erell the laws which gOH'rn ns. sane· 
11011 and ,dJl'cd, III ('edam cases, a Ilrorcclure that we bdieH' i~ ulIl'arnl. 
lcled, ill glewing: injustice, by nny thing at pl~Mlt knl''9-n nmnng tilt! (~o~ 
ve",nlllclttH fir Chl'iS~Clld()1I1. All instanre f)f lilt opt'rRtinn or lIu,"'i1! 1.l\\!'I, 

"llIch occlIl'l'ed dUl'lug the I",t summrr, we "'III brirOy rd.t.. • 
A colul'eulnan, \\'hll !-itaf('d that he was entitltll to fr«dnm. 'til III lakf'11 

up ~s n I'lIi~away sian', Rlld I,ulgrd in tltc jail or "~Ashillb11)1I city. lie 
was a(h'el'lIseLl. but IW IIlIe nppclH'ing tn claim him, he "'I\~, afo)nling to 
Ja\\'~ }Jut UJI at Jluillie alictiull rllr the (l'H"ment of hie; jAil rr~. "flel ~Iwld fI!'I 

a slaro,lill' ijfc! ,He l\'aq JlIIJ"ciI3St"11 b)' ~ sll\\'e traclrr,,, IUJ \\:\'ii ,,;,1 t1'1]uir. 
-ell tn gl\',c secllrlty fUI' Id!i I'('maillillg ill the Di!itl'irtt al1l1 lu' \\ .. , "non 
after. SIIIPJH'd at Ale:ulIHI!'ia fllr olle nr the ;wulhern St:\tC"'\. An nllempt 
'\~n~ m~de b~ fiulI1e lH'IIf'\',dcllt ;lIlli\'idunls to iI,h"C the sale po'itp .. nrll IlIllil 
~IS chum tll lJ'('ctJum cHul1! be in\,(',~tigatcd ; but their t>fTiJrt'4 wflre IJn:lfail~ 
illS; nnd thus \\'3," a human being fiord ililn JICI"Jlctual bf)lHlagc at I"~ rapi. 
tal of the fn'es,t Gorer'lIllIent on earth, without eYen a prclt'lIcc or trial, or 

_ 311 allegation of Cl'illil'. 
,Yc blush fOl' nUl' coulltry while we relate this clh;grnccful trH.no;ar1i1ln, 

~lHl .we \\'(Hll,d fain cOl/ccal it. fl'l)?1 the world, did lIut it!i \'cr~' r'lIllrmity 
JII:-plrc liS wltl.1 the h()I!C fhat It Will J'ouse the philant1I1'ujliqt and tlH~ pOl· 

:I'lnt tu e_,,(~I'tI()lI. "c ha~'c Il~) he!'litatinn in bclic\'ing your hnndl'1lhle 
bodY,lIcvcr wtendcd th,flt tillS OIhous law should be enforced; it \\'a~ Rflu(lt. 
ed With tile old code 01 l'"I',\I'y)alld, from "hidl, \\c Ldicn' it ha~ bern ex· 
punged sincr. thi,q District was ceded to the General GOH';mnent. 

,'l'hr. f~ct of .its t~a\'ing, been so recently executed, show~ the neCC'!t!'ity of 
tl1l3 subject belllg IIl\'estlgated by a power whirh we confidently hup" will 
be I'('ally to correct it. 

We are a\\'al'~ or the dilliculties that would alteild any attcmpt tn reli.,'e 
u!'! from these gl'le\'RllccR by ~ 8uddrn emancipation or the Rla\'c:'i in this Di~ .. 
tl'iCt, and we wnuili. therel'ure, be fal' from )'ccommen'ding Rn l'ash n mra· 
,SUI'C, Bllt Ihe cOlu'se IlIlI'suet! by nlany (If the Slates of this COllr~"Cl'ar.l-·, 
tr,at have happilysllcceeded in relieving themsell'e". rr',m n simil .. ' b,ll'de;,. 
togetllN' with the bright example whi<:h has been set "" by the South Arne· 
r!can, repuhlics, pruns. mo.t fonelu.h'dy. Ihat a.cour.e "fgl'a~ual eman. 
ClpatlOn, til commence at some fixed pf'I'iod, and to take cOret ullly IIIKlII 
Illos. who !'lay therea:t.r bo born or removed inlo the Disl";ct,lIIigl,t be 
J,uN;ued Wllhout detr!!n.nt to the present propl'iet" ... , and wuuld gl'catly 
redound tn the,Iu'tlsllt'l'ity alit! honor of our counh'y. 

Tile ~xi.tdlce among u. of 1\ di <tinct cia .. or l>e<Jple who by ti,eir con~ 
ditiolt, as slaves, are ueprived.of almost every intenti\'e to \"irtue and inllu,,· 

.. tl'Y' Rnd shut out from many of the sources of Jigllt 8'lId kno\\ ledge", ha. aN .• 
ev!d,ent tendency. tu corrupt the !"oral. DC ."I!'0 people, and, to ",damp II"," 
.p",r,t of enterprI.e, ,by accustommg' ,tht! tiRing g""eratloll 10" look .nth ' 
cohtenipt upou hqne.t labor, and to depend for 8UPPOrttOO lIlue!. upon the '. 
labor or othe,'s. It prevents, a useflll and induslriou. c1 .... of people (rom 

srttiill<T nmnilO' us" by I'cnciel'in<T the mc~ns OfSlIusistCllCC more Pl'ccat'idllS 
., nl~ " 

to the laboring class IIf whites. ':. ',." • 
It diminisllCs the I'CRllllrCes of the community, by thl'owlIIg th~ eal'llIng,Q 

of tile PO!)I' inln the coff(!r~ of tho rich; thUR l'en(~el'il1l! the fUl'mel' ct('rc~l" 
drllt. sen"ile allfl impl'ovident; while the latter al'e trmptctl tn hccolnf'!, In 

thc same propol'tion, luxul'ious Rutl proc!ignJ.. ' 
'I'hat th~sc disastl'ous results flllw from the r:(1stencc of Rla\'(,I'Y :lmong 

lis is Auflicip.utl Y COIIRpkuflUS, whell we contrast tho lallgui,'illing cn}lflition 
of this District, and the slll'l'oullding country, with the Pl'ospcl"ity of tl~{)S6 
]Hll'ls of the Uuion which nJ'~ less fa,vOl'ed in pni,lIt of climatc and JocatlOn, 
but hlesse!1 with n f,'ce and l!I(hlSfrlolis POpt11atlflll. 

We wOllld, Ihel'efo .. e. l'esl'ectflllly pray thatthe"c gricl'ances may claim 
the C1!tt'nlion of your honol'able bod". and that .tIa\\" (If Congrrsfi may be 
enacted, "{'clnf'iI~g tllnt all childrcn· o~ sl:w{'s, born in the Dhtl'ict o~ Co­
Jllmhi;l aflcl' the 1(IIII,th day of July. eighteen hunt!t'C'd find t\YCnty-clg!lt, 
shall lIe [I'ce at.the agc or twcldy·lhe }'cal's; and t!lat t,!lOSC I;\w~, wlll,eh 
nutlilirize tllC selling of supposetl I'lItH\wa)':q rur theil' pI'I.10n ft'CS or n'(aln~ 
tCliallrr, may he rrj1caJctl., " 

AmI, also, t.hat la\\"s may be cnacted to prevent .slans rrom ~clng. rc~ 
mo\'cll intn ttli5i District, 01' urought in for sale. hll'e, 01' tl'allspuf'taflorJ; 
withllut. I:OWC\'CI', ll1'r.venting nH'''lhe~'s of Cnllgl';5~1 l'e:,dclcnt. stl'anger;'), 
01' h'r\Ycllcl'S, fl'Om lJl'inging allL1 takwg a,vay With tilcm then' uomcstlc 
SC'l'vallts. 

Jonathan Elliot 
Hem'Y BIII'!lick 
ll. Ti I rU!itoll 
W. Cl'allch 
Thos. L, Thrtlston 
Samuel Bacon 
Clmrl"s nell ' 
John Ellis 
J arne. II, Lowry 
Helll'" P,'ather 
Robe;'t Beal 
1\1. Shaut 
E~,ckiel Young 
A. H. Young 
Johu Sc";vene,· 
John Ruyle 
Will. Ford 
John Esle 
Ch";stian Buckley' 
It.t1ph Chal'lton 
B. Chambel" 
George Savat;e 
Chades lInntt 
Jacob Leonard 
Nath.niel Mullikin 
James Galt 
D, ~I. Wilson 
J. Giflenn, jun. 

R. G. Lanpllicl' Thomn~ Donoho 
Hicllard "'l'ight J. HaT'hnflgh 
'V, Guntlln Solomon Huuhat'd 
R. Kirkll'oo.1 no bert McCulloch 
Silrnuel Chester 'fm, ThulJ\lerf 
E. Arnold Will. Wal'd 

, p. ,Mauu) John Stettillius 
Rirhard Phillips '''. Hal'pcr 
Wm. G. W. White Chades B. Davis 
'Walter Cla,'ke Stephen y, Leyland 
Jullu Dix J. C, Dawe. 
G, C. GI'ammer", Samuel CllIrk 
Geol'ge W, Spangle,' Samuel Wells 
'I'homa. Pursell J 011 as Newell 
J. D, Bolelel' .Tohn Walel's 
W. M. MOITison Luke Richardson 
I. L, Skinner N. W. Falcs 
D. A. Hall Wm.Oll1ler 
111, Re .... I.n W. H. ~lauro 
E, Jones N. H:Keen 
,Vm. Duughcrty Enoch Tucker 

"Richal'" Ballard - S, p, F,'allklill 
George M, Tubman R. W. Hurnor 

'Charge Parker ,:; 'IThomas C."Wl'lI.~ 
A. n. Waller " . ", John H. Gibbs 
Atcheson l.'hohlpson '.James Riurdan 
John Thompson John Smith 
Juhn Greeu Ch. W. Guldsbornugh 

iI';)'; 
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Air:.', McIntire 
James H. Handy 
Saml. Hal'kne,. 
J()sia~ Taylor 
Jno. N. Mo"lder 
Jna. Bal'croft 
Wm.O'Neale 
Christian Hine. 
John Smith 
John Rawling, jl·. 
Jas. Godfre, 
Anurcw I:l()~\"cr 
B. W. !lIa,,1 
Patk. Leyne" 
Saml. ReMel'n 
SaffiucijJl'Ooks 
Snmuel'!itott 
Thomas Wl'Iherald 
Wm. Cuolidge. jr. 
Thomns Lundv 
Thomas 'n,btleth wnite 
Thn.'I'. Smilli 
Saml. Smullt 
John Cnnk 
Da"id Hines 
Sand. Hioes 
David Davis 
James \ViJlhmls 
Jno. Williams 

• GeOl'ge Thompson 
E. Wasloington Oli,er 
G. T. Rhodes 
Leonartl Ashton' 
Richtl. Will. . 
George Lamb 
Wm. Langton 

• James Carrict 
Ge~rge Parker 
"'m. Keef 
Frederick flines 
Robt. McCoy 
Tho. J. DallarD 
James C. Haughey 
Wm. lIlechlin . 
John D. Cox 
Thomlls Edwal'lls 
Lewis De,n 
Charle. Calvert 
John K"'anaugh 
John Street 
R. S. Briscoe 
Tho. Fillebrown, jr. 

J amC's Gaither 
'rhmt. "'il~tJlI 
J. Meehlin 
James D I'llet 
JUfI. ShOlW 
L. Kervnnd 
Chade. Litlo 
John Ushel' 
C. W. I'.tte ... oll 
W. 1'. Md~eldcn 
Reuben Cullin 
N. firaslll."ars 
John C. Rcml11rlc 
Geo. W. Ila,hirll 
'n.. B, Doshiell 
J as. lttool'r. 1'1'. 
J. W .. ~I. Cobb 
James McCICI'Y 
Juhn B. Patterson 
Alex'r McDonald 
',","10. ~lad\ey 
James D. \roodside 
l~tlgal' IJattcl'son 
GeOl'ge neal 
William Cultman 
James N'lwlan 
Fl'ed. Ttll,ton 
Thos. nat'clay 
TllOs. Gardllcr 
Joseph Cuoper 
James Gl'aves 
James M. Ral'dom 
Lnuis Gr~\\'es 
Samuel Drury. jr. 
Obe"iah Moss 
William l\leCov 
John Dewdlley • 
J. H. B. Lee 
J o. L. Kecher 
I.evi Washburn 
Robt. Elli. 
H. Brodbeck 
James Frel'e 
R. T. Queen 
D. L. neall 
John Rrannnn 
Will. S. Allison 
Daniel Brown 
Thos. Arhuckle 
John C.' Harkness 
John W. Cannon 
Warren Carpenter 

;J.~~ .. ~' ____ ~ __________ __ 

J.cob Kleiber 
Juhn ,,'rRH'r 
John Thomp.on 
Juhn lIanly 
Juhn Sibley 
Coy. Anderson 
Philip Boyle 
Julin Millrr 
Valentine Pierce 
Will. lIJaul 
Alexan"el' Borland 
LOllis S. Tchifi'cly 
Julin nUl'kc 
Jacob Hillc~ 
Elijah Olll'and 
Dernard Heril' 
N athalliel C. 'Pugh 
Jacob C. '1',,11 
Nathaniel '1', Davis 
Ch:lI'lcs I nlfin 
Gcul'ge lIe Fulmer 
Abijah Swallow 
.Tolin N. LI)\'rjlly , sen. 
William R. Campbell 
John C. Gabler 
Anclrew Stinger 
Juhn Stinger 
illatlhias Slinger 
John Tobin 
Juhn Klloblock 
John F. Stingel' 
F. Slinger 
B. Williamson 
Thompson Shard 
'1'homos Herbert 

, Ignatius Fl'ce 
John Cllmberland 
Wm. GiI'"instoli 
James lIIurry 
William Didenhuvcr 
Isaac Draper 
Robert L. Didenhover 
Thalli"" Hunler 
lIenry Hines 
Thoma. T. Parker, 
Avery E. Smoot 
Charles Dcan 
T. E. Seo!t 
R. Woodward 
Geo. A. Adam. 
John Connor 
Joel Crutlcnden 

Samllel ;-,reKenncy Rich,,'d Elliott Peter Johnson 
W. Redin Samu", Sutton' William Juhnson 

,Tho •. C. Wright Eli Palmel' Sarnuel Harkness, jr. 
.lohn White Wm, Did,nhover John Brackenridge 
Thos. Hn~kitlson Jno. N. "'i-del's Gideon DrRII 
Riel,al'd Cropley Leunard Ellis Jub B. Mills 
Chal'l" Eo Eckel .101111 S. Ncri"s Wm. Thomson. jr. 
W .. l'oy" Jos. S. Cullills John R. Hews 
Jo,. Brnoks .Jallles Birlh Henry Chamherlin 
Henrv.Addison Zachariah Smoot Benjamin DUI'gess 
Fra. 'Knott Robert Simons John Hoover 
James Thomas Thum:\s Towers Dadd Hoover 
Sedlv WHou".,.,1 Atl!itlsta Dovi. John Ricksuker 
Cha~lcs Boldel' F. Dads Geol'ge G. Shaw 
Thomas Orme Robcl,t While Cah'ert Roszel 
Frederick Garncr Richard Davis Rich'I'" Gla,'er 
R. l\IOOI"C J. S. ~lt)rscl1! "s to hlsnasH Ragon 
I .. c,"in D. ~liles own T"ight~ and pt'O- "'Y. Lnng- . 
Southey ParkC't' pel'ty, out lIoneother~. Francis DoyJe 
AlltJre~\' Collingwoou 'VIII. C. Atwater Joseph ~lilJjgan 
"~m. Goss James Kenlledy Grarton Lowell 
Edmnnd lIanly . Juhn Claxton Ignatius Newton 
John II"lchisnn Hent'Y Gaith'" Levin Cartwright 
John Goo,l .. ich Henrv l'yf,r Arnold noone 
John ~latlillgly J. C~rtcI'! jl" ~latthcw 'Mitchel 
'''illiam Power::J Jm:oh Cartel', sen. Dadd Hughes) 
Jos. Beardsley Daniel Sterens Samuel'Cunningham 
Samuel Breretun ~llJorc Dickson ~lichacl Saruo 
F. Lowndes Sampson Arnrd John Wilson 
Joltn Woodside, Wash- 1Il. Adler Patl'ick DonilOghue 

ington city, a place Jno, Lutz James L. Ed""I'"s 
of mel'chandise in Itll- J. Dickson Jacob HiI!>us 
m.n beings !!! Jeremiah Orme John ill. Moore 

Benj. Uarrison D. English J. N: C'~l'bell S. Halltly • .ir. Juel B,'own J, ':ell~. )1'. 
S. McKean Samuel Tllcker DaVid loung 
A. Ferguson Thomas B. Grillin Jos, P. McCorkle 
John N. Lowjoy, jr, n. Yerkes D. II. Haskell 
Benjamin Sihley A. R. Watson Richard Cutts 
Mos. Mal'tin Tho. C,,'bery H. S. Gardiner 
John Cud Chade. Schley Hiram Jenkins 
I,oul!! Frank his >1 mal'k Hellry Schley . L. Brooks 
Lemuel Williams Archibald Thompson Jos. Mounlz 
George EsJing James Hutchinson L. Edwards 
John Wise J. S. Scott Edward Douglass 
Dalli. Mllore Wm. W. Scott Geo. Lowry. 
'Vm. ·Peake Levin Delt Daniel Baker 
Thos. Thorpe Robert King John T. Tracy 
Geo. lIIacdaniel Joseph Marech.1 John G. Jones 
James C. Dllnn Lewis Salomon John Hephurn 
Alext'. Suter James Hutton James Harthow 
W. Engleman ' John Collingwood John Eslin 

.. 
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Peter Callan. rated, shall ('migrate Juhn n. Yowrll 
Ifem'Y Eckardt to tfle settlement of J. R. Janner 
John ,\. Knott Liheda, at Iheir own S. W. HlIlilh 
Charles Cllmoerland CXl)CnSe, if aulr, if JtJ~iah II. Da,"i~ 
Joseph Higdon not, at the e'pense of Win. Morgan 
John '1'a1"lor either the Auolition D.yill ~fn"lin 
Nathan ~Ioor. 01' Culoni .. ation SI). 'I'm. A. Williams 
James Qrd J as l'rg~l'!ls ciety, or th~~ GoreI'll .. Thol1la.'1 i\Iount 

his own l'ight3 ::I.ntl mcnt, a'i the ras'c mOl)' JaOlC:i Lrlr'i 
proprl'ty, but IIOlle be; hut lhl'), must Adam L\~nrl 
nthcr.'i. cmigl·alc. Thomi1~ 'Sanford 

James Kelly Ge". (;illisg, !'rol'ided noue,·t .W. lInllle,' 
'Yo Brown that the slan~. when Luthcl' Chamberlain 
Samuel Ros<'. !H.'J1. liuf'l'atcd, shall end- Geo. John:;n" 
Chade. O'iS:cill grate to the settle· Samuel ~brk 
Silas l'tOOI'C mCllt of Lihrl'ia. at Jrlhn P. Coroman 
John 'Yilson theil' own, or the ex- Elisha TallJntt 
O. Cozcn~ pense nf rit/lct, the Ahijah Jnllilry 
Julius "-atkills Abolition or Col(lIIi. '1'110. Jacf)h~ 
Rulanu Clapp zation Sltci('t)"~u .. that WITI. Stablcr 
Abraham Hines of the GfIYt"I'llInent, Juhn Dougla!'s 
'Vm. Bodfl'cv as the case IlIa,..V he':; Danicll\1C'L~lId 
Wm. R. Spa'din~ hilt they mllst leal'e William Price 
W·. Wade " the United Stat... Kinzey Grifiith 
Chas. Tilley E. French.-Their free. Simon Oeal1" ... n 
Francis King dom at 25, call pled J. H. White 
U. F. Hyde wilh (heco~dition that J"hn II. ~lnrk 
Thomas ~lcDonnell they leal'ethedistrict. Juhn G"ern 
William Ingman A. l\I. ·Lallb.-Their A. D. liarmon 
William '1'llOs. eole freedom at 25, c"n. Chadrs Pascoe 
William L. Newton pled with the condi· J"hn Crei"ht"n 
John 'l'l'cticr tio" that they Ica\'c LC\'i Pick~rillg 
Thos. II. Beall the ·District imm •• Tho •. Stelle 
Alexan,le,' Scott diately therenfter. Rid .. l. H"r.k 

. Juhn Copprl'!;mith Stephen n. Balel, n,ibt. Hodgkin 
NOble HII",lIe John Boose lIarrison Jl ... ,lIry 
GeOl'ge' Upperman Helll'Y "'hitcroft ~lo.,es O. D. Cawood 
George Cilar J. ~Iechlin. jr. ,nllinm L. Giu.on 
George Uppermnn;jr. James G. Jones John Major 
Auraham Stllner Thomas Conner Richd. D. gmerson 
Robert S. Clement~ Jo~n ~lilburns Sil .. Yeileh 

. Joseph Cogswell Jonah Thompson William Compbel 
Thos. Holtzman, con. Bernard Bryan n. A. il,OII ie 
Alexander S. Littlejohn Danl. Bryan H. H. G,II'ley 
Juseph Jackson Heuci Keilh neoj. R. Beall 
S. B. Balch Tllo. Semmes J"IIn ['. Van Nes. i. 

• 

Adam Youn!;, jr. Benj. Bodell oppo,ed (0 the trad., 
Thomas DOl'e Gery Atkin.on though ho knoll" no. 
Joltn Rouinson W. llartleman thiug of tlte case of 
Jame. Leander Cath·· Thos. VO"'ell tho colorell mnn .old, 

cart, pro";ded thot Jas. Van,ont fo,' fec", &c. 
the slaves, wltenliue. Isaac Cannell Wm. Reynolds 

. . , 
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Can' Pl'att 
C, 1\ Tbompson 
F. Prvtttil 
John J. 8:\\'1'9 
HClI'ali" D~v 
IJI't"~le\' J nC~lhs 
.1,\(,.'01. -n allgh 
John C. M",olell 
Johll 'Yond 
Tho •. L. ~!arlin 
Ja!io DUlIglass, jr. 
llenj, Barto" 
A. O. Dougla .. 
Jlln, ~1. J,ohnson 
Rubert II. Miller 
ThnnH\~ Ta)'lor 
,V Ill. Veitch' 
Julin n. IIancock 
N. S. Wi," 
A. P., GI)wcr 
Will.' Lanpltier 
Eliw'll She~hv 
Lincoln Chan;hcrlain 
]lhinra~.J anllt"y 
JuJlI1 "r. Massie 
Jou Gllest 
'1'. \" "ugh 
J. Shackelford' 
John ~1. ~lonroc 
Jolin Haq)er 
W m. L. Kennedy 
James t:ntwisio 
Ruhert L. White 
Hiram Youst 
Benj. Wate,'s 
nobt. Munro 
John Patten 
Wm. Forct 
Samuel B. SI,,·.ve 
Jonathan Field 
o lil'e,' Fielll 
James Clar. 
Daniel Riggs 
David Price 

, Geo. II. Smoot 
E. Curning 
George Jacobs 
Edw;u'd Goodwin 
Stephen Shinn 
J ames Thomas 
Wm. C. Spilman 
Juhn n. ~til" 

L !Joe. 1', O. 1 ,*V;- r 
Eliaq BalTison 
Solnmun, Par,QOIlR 

1\Iordecai ~Iiller 
Samuel Pillmlllcr 
~Il)fJalhnll Shillilber 
Ezl':\ LUllt. 
Charles -'lankin 
Thoma!-i Smith 
James P. Coleman 
Isaac Kell 
J. W. Fail-clough 
Thomas Drllry 
George Drinker 
Jnseph Janney 
Basil B. Hopkin< 
Samllel Isaacs 

. JollII Grubh 
Benjamin S. Kinsey 
Daniel Cavy'oof! 
Jun. Rns.'l 
Nath. Perry 
Julin Rodgers 
Ed lI'ard Smyth 
Benoni "-hcat 
Ephraim Evans 

. Daniel Evans 
John RII,ch 
William Patierson 
H. H. Whitney 
SalOllel llaggett 
J. H. Riddle 
Aicxandcr Perry 
Reill Cm" 
Charles Kooms 
Hugh ~1. Logan 
Leyi Hurdle 
Jos. Euches 
Gerrard Plummer 
John Snyder 
W. C. Walton 
H. "'i1bar 
O. L. Morse 
R. A. Rudd 
W. H. Miller 
Samuel 1\1. Janney 
Benjamin Hallowell 
James Atkin,on . 
A. FalY 
Samuel Wheeler 
T. C. Tuley 
John Girt 
Samuel Janney-

Samu('i P~ach 
Juhnffiteiner, 
Geotge (j mballglt 
Johll GI;t~fn 
Daniel St'l'I'in 
Henry Cross 
Jonathan Chapman 
'Vashington Lcwi.'J 
James Troth 
John Skip!,on 
Robert Barnes 
John N. ~lacer 
nouel'! Earl 
J.'Malil 
WiliialO A. Collin' 
Alexande,' C. !>Ioore 
Massam W. Moore 
J ames Thompson. jr. 
Daniel Hine9 
George Waltles 
[Illegible] 
John Connell 
Erasimus Ashton 
W. H. Bonvue 
Thomas G. MO'lre 
Jeremiah Crown 
Thomas Riggles 
J. Simpso;, 
John Dailey 
George Dailey 
Isaac Wilson 
"\Viiliam Simkins 
Peter Williams 
Andrew Danby 
William Parkel' 
Christoplter Cammnck 
N athnn Edmonston 
James Lc,yis 
Josiah Esseg 

. John Wilson 
Elias E. Williams 
George Mattingly J 
Jarrett Taylor 
John Barry 
Henry Ryan 
John Courteney· 
John Hines, sen. 
Rouert 1\1. Hamson 
J. Dougl .. 
Thomas I. Mudd 
Thomas F. Harkness, 
Peter Cox' 
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Joseph Roteler 
Peter Davi. 
John 'V. Queen 
John Hillyard 
"'illiam 1' .... di,e 
Thoma. S. ningey 
Philip Williams 
C. Beatly 
En""h Spahling 
William Culeman 
n. O. Shekell 
R. BlII'ch 
James Wat,on 
John R. Watson 
E. Shev 
John G'lI'thrie 
Joseph Thorpe 
Dadd Hope 
'Vm. ]\IcPloerson 
Josias ~t. Speake 
Thomas S. Dorrall 
Thoma. E. Raker 
Dison I'tIuran 
Franci. G"df,'ey 
1'hill. Tracy 
Aquilia Banister 
l'hilip Uines 
John Drnm 
Lc\'y Biggs 
Samuel Cro~s 
Arthur Pritchard 
J .mes Adams 
G. W. Hanes 
G. H, Jones 
Smith L/lciford 

, J. Peters 
Charles Jane. 
John J, Sothvan 
])oniel Reintzel 
Thomas Hanson 

, William Mead 
Samuel Ratney 
D.,·,iel Rhea 
Georga Wise 
John G. Berry 
Jesse Fox. 
Louis Vivans 
William Dant 
Patricius Hepburn 
James Maitland 
George Cameron 
Patrick. McGee 

l lJoe, 1'\0, ('.IV, J 

William ,Markward 
Henry Bishop 
William Bage 
Alexander needle 
W. '" annall 
William Matlhe". 
Ethan Allen 
Wm. Ryland 
Wm. D. Acken 
Juhn Kelly 
F;,lward Barrv 
James Mi\rti~ 

Thomas Whito 
J ames Dowen 
Ed ward Sweeny 
nornaI'd GidellY 
D. Btltler. jr, 
John D. Ferguson 
J o~eph norrow3, 
Wm. Elder 
Ellward W, Clark 
Alc"nder ~lcWilliam. 
E, Daldwin 
Julin t;arotllt~lr9 
Dnniel Pogo , Juhn Judgo 

Wm. Easuy 
Thomas trndall 
lIIordecai llooth 

. "·m. Tholllpson 

Geo, A,lam. 
r Samuel Hillol, 

J ohn Now land 
James Owner 
'Vm. Speidcn 
Jo. Ratcliff 
Hrnry Allkwa('d 
Rouert Cla,'ka 
Joseph He,'uert 
.lam~s Danrunl 
,Ym. Emack 
David Ollr 
Jeremiah Keily 
J ames ~I "'shall 
Rollin H. Neale 
Rouert Brown 
J ame. Dougla. 
Jame. Martin 
James N airll 
Robed Isherwood 
William Sutherland 
Thom •• Mcintosh 
Francis Hanna 
Thomas HilwaI'd 
]\1o,es Shrlton 
William Walker 
J ames Friend 
M. D. C. Marsh 
John Van Ili,wick 
Clement 1'. Coote 
John Chase 
Levi White 
William Peter 
Thomas Wheat 
Charles Venable 

. George W. Grant 

J ames Ewell 
Juhn Pic 
Jehu na-rnc 
Danirl U, Ilic!<ey 
Juhn H. Smoot 
D. Vermillioll 
Richard n, H.re 
]ltluort Armistead 
Hro,'y Tirtjen 
Thom.,. 1>1. SchoWe"l 
Samllel D. Elli. 
Philemon ~tos9 
George Dllckworth 
Thomas Fnglcs 
J arne, SlIallan 
James Crallllle 
Philip Otteruack 
George '"eoaula 
John ~I. Greene 
Walter Arm,t"'"g 
J cl'cmiah Perkins 
James Bury 
George Collal'll 
Wm. Doughty 
John Stillill. 
Ruh .. ,t Clarke 
George Dt'an 
Benjamin Bean 
GriOilh CO(JOlhs 
Wm. A. Smallwood 
Geo"ge Scott . 
Wm. Hawley 
John ~lcChicand 
Georga W OOtI 
Rubert Miller 
Elijah Chaney 
James Rowan 
Patrick Delaney 

J ilcub J .mncY 
Samuel Holtzman 
R. P. Anderson 
Nicholas Callan 
Will. Galloway 
Dnniel COI·er 
Enoch Reynol,ls 
.Andrew llrll'pcr 
Dadd S. W"te,'s 
:\. NOfl'r 

John ~[cLeot1 
"·illiam· Dowling 
Th,,;nns II. Mor~an 
Thomas Rig!lcn \;) 
Thomas F. 'I-fal'rison 
William Unnison 
J'islicy Thorn pson 
J, D. Smith 
"rm. Sawking 
Chdstian Eckloff 
Gotlf,'cv Eckloff 

. Lodowick Sileppartl 
A, Jewitt 
Wm. Potc 
WIll. Harvey 
Daniel lIauptman 
.T. ~I. StiHlghfon 
Charles Longden 
James Lnsu y 
Geo"go Caton 
.Juhn Tablel' 
Alrxantlrr Gny 
Josoph Wheaton 
Ahl'aham BillieI' 
Jnhn Colbnm 
II. Jenkins 
Jonas p, Keller 
Dad,l A. Ga,'dner 
Rourrt B. Boytl 
w. W. Dilling 
GeOf'ge Dushey 
J 0 •• E Hit t 
Samuel 5,'yock 
Rouert ~lillel' 
Abraham J. Boss 
Charie" B. B,'own 
Jeremiah GHtings 
Joseph Gibson 
C. L. Cohman 
Matthias JelTers 
JollII Allen 
'f'I." .......... rr c: ..... V' 
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Wm. T. Griffith 
Thomas J1. B ,'oaks 
Samuel Ditty 
Jona. Newell 
Wm. H. War,l 
Ch.rles Lyons 
John Cond 
Thomas Gerion 
John,Woo!1 
David Mllnro 
George C"j\lldcll 

.Benjamin Adams 
WIll, H, Prentiss 
W. Donglass 
L. H, ~1acher 
F, Keller 
.T olin Foulkes 
l.u1-I11 \\-ashingtun 
J: F, Caldwell 
C. P. Sengstack 
W. Ward 
Cornelius ~lcDcrmntt 
Wm. Llonl 
Clement ~Ic\yiliiams 
15ns. ~lilstrad 
Joseph S. Wilson 
"'10. Hatcliff, sen. 
Dillun Hodgson 
Will. Ratcliff, j". 
James Clrphane 
Allan Thompson 
Wm. H. Clementson 
Joseph F, Recti 
Enoch A,'nold 
Rezin Orme 
W. H, Stewart 

. Willard Drake 
W. B, Dcnson 

, A. Cheshire 
Peter Lenox: 
\V Ill. Lowry 
George Het'cus 
JORcph Done 
Hem'y 001,\ 
J. W. Hand 
\VOl. Archer 
Charles Pryso 
Anthony Preston 
John P. Davis 
Nelson Davidson 
Rignel G. Chancy 
T ... <:<>nh H'Q(J'QII 

John Coleman 
J. Watson 
Henry narron 
Josiah IJosworlh 
Johll G. Rouin'lon 
James Etlward Smilh 
J. M. Bak,,' 
John Duncanson 
Allure\\, T. ~rcCol'mick 
Chadcs F, Wootl 
George A. Smoot 
Wm. C. Ellison 
Samoel L. Knapr 
Sahrct C. Barrett 
G. 1', Mnxwell 
Samorl Sherwood 
A. \Voodward 
Jlcnjarnin Harwood 
William Ryan 
Cha,'les F, Ellis 
William lhke, 
A, S, Stillchcomb 
\Villiam Marlin 
James Thompson 
William Gk.,on 
Samuel Harwood 
William ftigshy 
Walter Hlltcherson 
Peter ~r. Poarson 
William Se",mith 
J. ~IcFarli\n(r 
Rouert !nckson 
il. A ntle,'soll 
Neal ~fcNantz 
!lenson MrKellliy 
William ~l. Ellis 
Chades Langley 
ncnjamin Jones 
.Tohn Dl"ight 
Thomas HichOl,tlson 
James Smith 
John L, Suit 
Joshll. J, Henry 
J\. Ramsay. j r. 
John Biackbllrne 
Joseph Cox 
Washington DII,-nll 
Thomas Gibson 
Robert King· 
Dennis Ol'suurn 
Lewis A. Newman 
'T'hnmuQ .4 nfl"Mlnh 
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Abel Cannon 
"'illi"m ;'Ioo~y . 
George II. Grant 
Rich"'i\ Ha ... ·ison 
Owen McCue 
Illlegihle; 
Nalha"iel DurilY + 
1\1 i~hael Nash 
J. L. lIIal·tin 
James F,'y + 
Joseph Helroyd 
John nra~y 
nuuert Speiden 
F,'e~e,'ick IIogge 
Lat'son !JulIO 
AmllOlIY Somers 
Peler J. H .. 'old 
Ed 1I'a!'d '\lodd 
A. G, Herold 
Michael Qui"ley 
Will. Collman 
Geurge McDucll 
John Bailey 
Edll'al'd W. Lewi. 
Will. Slade 
Jolul F. Tiliel 
Alcxius Simms 
Auys Simms 
nich,u'd ;'Ioony 
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J oil II Lyneh 
John Sessfol'~ 
Samllel ill yer. 
AI'cI,ihal,1 Thompson 
W m. Thomsoll 
James llaxlcl' 
Edll'ar~ lIollan~ 
J osliua 'l'uwson 
James Hagan 
Josepl, L. ScI,olHdd 
Sdh CartwJ'igllt 
Georbe Grn-'cr 
Dallici Cuver 
Aqllila Lockwood 
Alldrtl\' Scilolfleld 
'fm. liill'pcr, sell. 
Isaac HnLuills 
James ,\1. lIIcRea 
J. C. May 
J ames Hoban 
nuuert W. Fenwick 
Jollli W,"·~ 
Hem'y BUI'~ick 
1\1, Wnes, uy J.Janny 
'l'iamni\s llu.tes 
lIlcr"it TdI'llun 

'J ames ill. Hosiel' 
Will. Gal'dller 
Thomas Parsons 

J 01.11 0, MUl'j,hey 
James Miller 
[llIr5iule 1 
W. n u Ihe"f,ll'~ 
John ~t Kenoedy 
Johll Little 
\I·m. H,II"'Y 
John lIIcDueil 
Win. BUI,I.ol! 
Wm. H. nm'y 
AnlhulIY Faulke 
John ~lrCutchen 
J olill :Muunt 
J ,,1.11 II. Ha .... is 
B. W. lIunl 
!Jelll'Y Dawes 
0\\ en Summers 
Samuel Chiltuo 
Jesse Cl'ulUwcll 
John Cromwell 
I1em'y D.,hieil 
Sanilid Hei'Icr.:ke 
James ll;\\'is 
Y. Cal'tel' 
Basil H. "" al'iug 
nichal'd II. Williams 
Elisl .. nawes 
Dnniel 51"yel' 



Appendix IV 

Alexandria Residents who signed the 1828 Petition 

* = Quaker 

Gary Atkinson -

James Atkinson -

Samuel Baggett -

W. Bartleman -

Harrison Bradley -

Bernard Bryan -

Danl. Bryan -

William Campbell -

Daniel Cawood -

Moses O.B. Cawood -

Lincoln Chamberlain -

Isaac Camrell -

James Clare -

James P. Coleman -

William A. Collins -

E. Corning -

John P. Cor oman -

Guy Atkinson wine & grocery 
Atkinson & Soni 1830 Census: 5 
slave 0 free black 

store-Guy 
white, 3 

1830 Census: 
black 

13 white, 4 slaves, o free 

1830 Census Elizabeth Bagget Baker. 
white, 6 slave, 1 free black. 

William Bartleman, Merchant. 1830 Census: 
white, 2 slave, 0 free black. 

Cabinetmaker. 1830 Census: 
slave, 0 free black 

12 white, 

1830 Census: 7 white, 1 slave, 0 free black 

Postmaster 

8 

5 

1 

1830 Census: 11 white, 3 slave, 0 free black 

campbell - House Carpenter 
1830 Census: 8 white, 0 slave, 2 free black 

Member of Alexandria Benevolent Society 

Mass O.W. Cawood 
1830 Census: 13 white, 7 slave, 3 free black 

Merchant 
1830 Census: 5 white, 1 slave, 0 free black 

Isaac Camrell 
1830 Census: 7 white, 2 slave, 0 free black 

1830 Census: 8 white, 2 slave, 0 free black 

Grocer 
1830 Census: 5 white, 1 slave, 0 free black 

Watchmaker 
1830 Census: 4 white, 0 slave, 0 free black 

Ephaim Corning 
1830 Census: 5 white, 1 slave, 0 free black 

John P. Coroman 
1830 Census: 8 white, 0 slave, 2 free black 
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John creighton -

Reid Cross -

Josiah H. Davis -

Horatio Day -

simon Dearborn -

Jas. Douglass Jr. -

John Douglass -

*George Drinkler -

James Entwisle -

J.W. Fairclough -

Jonathan Field -

Wm. Gardner -

John Girt -

*A.P. Gower -

*John Green -

Kinzey Griffith -

John Grubb -

Benjamin Hallowell-

Baker 
1830 Census: 10 white, 9 slave, 0 free black 

Reed Cross 
1830 Census: 7 white, 6 slave, 0 free black 

Ropemaker 
1830 Census: 11 white, 4 slave, 0 free black 

1830 Census: 12 white, 2 slave, 0 free black 

Merchant, Tailor 
1830 Census: 3 white, 1 slave, 0 free black 

James Douglass, Grocer 
1830 Census: 9 white, 2 slave, 0 free black 

Merchant, Grocer 
1830 Census: 7 white, 0 slave, 1 free black 

Laborer 
1830 Census: 
Member of the 

1830 Census: 

4 white, 0 slave, 2 free black 
Alexandria Benevolent society 

6 white, 2 slave, 1 free black 

Joseph W. Fairclough 
1830 Census: 1 white, 0 slave, 0 free black 

1830 Census: 4 white, 0 slave, 0 free black 

William Gardner 
1830 Census: 7 white, 2 slave, 0 free black 

John Girt 
1830 Census: 2 white, 1 slave, 0 free black 

Anthony P. Gover, Gouver - oil & Paint store 
1830 Census: 5 white, 0 slave, 2 free black 

Grocer 
1830 Census: 4 white, 2 slave, 0 free black 

Kinsay Griffiths - Gun Smith 
1830 Census: 10 white, 1 slave, 0 free black 

Tobacconist 
1830 Census: 9 white, 2 slave, 1 free black 

School Teacher 
Secretary, Alexandria Benevolent Society 
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John B. Hancock -

A.D. Harmon -

*John Harper -

Wm. Harper, Sen. -

Elias Harrison -

Rev. Mr. Harrison -

Robt. Hodgkin -

*Basil B. Hopkins 

*James M. Hosier -

Levi Hurdle -

Samuel Isaacs -

George Jacobs -

Presley Jacobs -

Tho. Jacobs -

*Abijah Janney -

J.R. Janney -

*Joseph Janney -

*Phineas Janney -

Police Officer 
1830 Census: 8 white, 0 slave, 0 free black 

Aaron Harmon - Boot & Shoemaker 
1830 Census: 6 white, 0 slave, 2 free black 

Merchant, Quaker 
1830 Census: 9 white, 3 slave, 0 free black 

William Harper, Apothecary & Druggist 
1830 Census: 8 white, 2 slave, 0 free black 

1830 Census: 1 white, 0 slave, 1 free black 

Presbyterian Minister 
1834 City Directory 

Wheelwright 
1830 Census: 6 white, 1 slave, 0 free black 

James M. Hozier 

Chairmaker 
1830 Census: 10 white, 1 slave, 0 free black 

Tailor 
1830 Census: 9 white, 1 slave, 0 free black 

1830 Census: 5 white, 1 slave, 0 free black 

1830 Census: 10 white, 2 slave, 0 free black 
Member Alexandria Benevolent society 

1830 Census: 7 white, 2 slave, 0 free black 
President Alexandria Benevolent Society 

Flour Inspector, Quaker 
1830 Census: 11 white, 0 slave, 4 free black 
Member Alexandria Benevolent society 

Johnathan R. Janney - Flour Merchant, Quaker 
1830 Census: 8 white, 0 slave, 3 free black 

Flour Merchant, Quaker 
1830 Census: 10 white, 0 slave, 2 free black 

Merchant & Banker, Quaker 
1830 Census: 3 white, 0 slave, 4 free black 
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*Samuel M. Janney -

Geo. Johnson .-

Jno. M. Johnson -

Rev. Mr. Johnston -

Isaac Kall -

Benjamin s. Kinsey-

Charles Kooms -

Wm. Lanphier -

Hugh M. Logan -

Ezra Lunt -

James Lyles -

Adam Lynn -

Adam Lynn -

John Major -

Charles Mankin -

John H. Mark -

Samuel Mark -

David Martin -

Thos. L. Martin 

*Mordecai Miller -

Samuel Janney - Quaker 
Member Alexandria Benevolent Society 

Commission Merchant 
1830 Census: 8 white, a slave, a free black 

John M. Johnson 
1830 Census: 5 white, 3 slave, a free black 

Protestant Minister 
1834 city Directory 

Tanner 
1830 Census: 6 white, 

1830 Census: 6 white, 

Cabinetmaker 
1830 Census: 6 white, 

Lamphier - Apothercary 
1830 Census: 9 white, 

1830 Census: 7 white, 

Grocer 
1830 Census: 9 white, 

1830 Census: 8 white, 

Magistrate - 1834 City 

1830 Census: 3 white, 

1830 Census: 8 white, 

1830 Census: 5 white, 

John Mark 

2 slave, a free black 

1 slave, 1 free black 

1 slave, 1 free black 

& Druggist 
1 slave, a free black 

a slave, a free black 

9 slave, a free black 

1 slave, a free black 

Directory 

1 slave, a free black 

1 slave, a free black 

1 slave, a free black 

1830 Census: Merchant Tailor, 2 free black 

1830 Census: 12 white, a slave, 1 free black 

1830 Census: 6 white, 4 slave, a free black 

Hatter 
1830 Census: 14 white, 4 slave, a free black 

Silversmith, Quaker 
1830 Census: 6 white, 2 slave, 2 free black 
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*Robert H. Miller -

*W.H. Miller -

John M. Monroe -

Alexander C. Moore-

*Wm. Morgan -

Thomas Mount -

Charles Pascoe -

William Patterson -

*Samuel Peach -

Alexander Perry -

Levi Pickering -

*Gerrard Plummer -

Samuel Plummer -

David Price -

William Price -

Daniel Riggs -

John Roach -

Isaac Robbins -

Richard Rock -

China Store, Merchant, Quaker 
1830 Census: 7 white, 0 slave, 1 free black 

William H. Miller, Tailor, Quaker 
1830 Census: 6 white, 0 slave, 3 free black 

1830 Census: 2 white, 2 slave, 0 free black 

Notary Public 
1830 Census: 8 white, 2 slave, 0 free black 

Bootmaker, Quaker 
1830 Census: 12 white, 2 slave, 1 free black 

Hardware Store 
1830 Census: 10 white, 2 slave, 1 free black 

Shoemaker 
1830 Census: 4 white, 0 slave, 1 free black 

1830 Census: 6 white, 1 slave, 1 free black 

Wireworker, Quaker 
1830 Census: 5 white, 2 slave, 0 free black 

1830 Census: 2 white, 4 slave, 0 free black 

Carpenter 
1830 Census: 6 white, 1 slave, 0 free black 

Flour Merchant, Quaker 
1830 Census: 4 white, 0 slave, 1 free black 

Teacher 
1830 Census: 8 white, 0 slave, 0 free black 

carpenter 
1830 Census: 13 white, 1 slave, 0 free black 

Boot & Shoemaker 
1830 Census: 14 white, 1 slave, 0 free black 

1830 Census: 3 white, 0 slave, 0 free black 

1830 Census: 7 white, 1 slave, 0 free black 

Teacher 
1830 Census: 4 white, 1 slave, 1 free black 

Blacksmith 
1830 Census: 17 white, 1 slave, 0 free black 
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.John Rodgers -

*Jon. Ross -

Thomas Sanford -

.John J. Sayrs -

*Andrew Scholfield-

Tho. Semmes -

J. Shackelford -

.Jonathan Shillaber-

Stephen Shinn -

*Samuel B. Shreve -

S.W. smith -

Samuel E. smith -

Thomas smith -

Geo. H. Smoot -

Edward Smyth -

Wm. C. Spilman -

John Rogers 
1830 Census: 5 white, 0 slave, 0 free black 

Former Quaker 

sailmaker 
1830 Census: 11 white, 1 slave, 2 free black 

John C. Sayrs 
1830 Census: 6 white, 0 slave, 1 free black 

Quaker 
1830 Census: 2 white, 0 slave, 3 free black 

Thomas Simms 
1830 Census: 10 white, 4 slave, 2 free black 

James Shackelford - Saddler 
1830 Census: 4 white, 0 slave, 0 free black 
John Shackelford - Grocer 
1830 Census: 7 white, 1 slave, 0 free black 
Shackelford member Alexandria Benevolent Society 

Jonathan Shelleba - Magistrate 
1834 city Directory 
1830 Census: 2 white, 0 slave, 0 free black 

Merchant 
1830 Census: 6 white, 0 slave, 1 free black 

Quaker, failed in Business 1828 

Samuel Smith 
1830 Census: 8 white, 0 slave, 0 free black 

Quaker 

Rev. Thomas smith - Protestant Minister 
1830 Census: 4 white, 1 slave, 0 free black 
Thomas smith - Metal Founder 
1830 Census 
Thomas smith - Carpenter 
1830 Census 

Coal Merchant 
1830 Census: 5 white, 3 slave, 2 free black 

Grocer 
1830 Census: 8 white, 0 slave, 2 free black 

Boot & Shoemaker 
1830 Census: 7 white, 0 slave, 0 free black 
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*Wm. Stabler -

Thos. Stelle -

*Elisha Talbott -

C.P. Thompson -

Jonah Thompson -

Jas. Vansant -

Wm. Veitch -

John D. Vowell -

Thos. Vowell -

W. C. Walton -

T. Wangh -

John Ward -

Benj. Waters -

Benoni Wheat -

Samuel Wheeler -

Robert L. White -

H.R. Whitney -

H. wilbar -

Wm. A. Williams -

Druggist, Quaker 
1830 Census: 3 white, 0 slave, 1 free black 

Thomas Steel 
1830 Census: 3 white, 2 slave, 1 free black 

Quaker 

Craven P. Thompson 
1830 Census: 7 white, 5 slave, 0 free black 

Merchant, President of Bank of Alexandria in 1821 
1830 Census: 6 white, 7 slave, 0 free black 

James Vansant - saddler 
1830 Census: 9 white, 2 slave, 0 free black 

1830 Census: 10 white; 1 slave, 1 free black 

John C. Vowell - Doctor 
1830 Census: 4 white, 14 slave, 0 free black 

President, Mechanics Bank 
1830 Census: 8 white, 3 slave, 0 free black 

William Walton 
1830 Census: 8 white, 4 slave, 0 free black 
Walter Walton - Quaker - Alexandria Monthly Mtg. 

Townsend Waugh - Member Alexandria Benevolent Society 

Johnathan Ward - Plasterer 
1830 Census: 3 white, 0 slave, 0 free black 

Merchant 
1830 Census: 7 white, 5 slave, 0 free black 

Merchant 
1830 Census: 8 white, 2 slave, 0 free black 

Shoemaker 
1830 Census: 13 white, 2 slave, 1 free black 

1830 Census: 6 white, 1 slave, 0 free black 

Henry P. Whitney 
1830 Census: 5 white, 1 slave, 0 free black 

Henry Wilbar 
1830 Census: 1 white, 0 slave, 0 free black 

1830 Census: 7 white, 2 slave, 1 free black 
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John Wood -

Wm. Morgan -
d. 2/4/1840 age 77 

Samuel Peach -

Gerrard Plummer -

Jon. Ross -

Andrew Scholfield -

Samuel B. Shreve -

Samuel E. Smith -

William Stabler -

1830 Census: 5 white, 0 slave, 0 free black 

Bootmaker 
disowned by Monthly Meeting for failing in business 
1825, reinstated 2/20/1834. 
1830 Census: 12 white, 2 slave, 1 free black 
freed a slave 1830. 

Wireworker 
disowned by Monthly Meeting 7/24/1823 
1830 Census: 5 white, 2 slave, 0 free black 

Flour Merchant 
1830 Census: 4 white, 0 slave, 1 free black 

dismissed from Monthly Meeting for doing military 
duty 12/23/1813. 

1830 Census: 2 white, 0 slave, 3 free black 

Failed in business 1828, absolved by Monthly Meeting. 

1830 Census: 8 white, 0 slave, 0 free slave 

Druggist 
1830 Census: 3 white, 0 slave, 1 free black 
Appointed Elder 1834, Minister 1845 

Elisha Talbott 
b. 1/21/1782 
d. 8/11/1832 

- or Tolbot 
1830 Census: 10 white, 0 slaves, 2 free black 
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Appendix V 

Quakers Who signed the 1828 Petition 

George Drinker - Elder in Alexandria Monthly Meeting. Member of 
Alexandria Benevolent Society. 1830 Census: 4 white, 0 slave, 2 
free black. Born December 5, 1776. Died February 1, 1846. 

Anthony P. Gover or Gower - Oil and paint store. Married Sarah, 
daughter of Elisha Janney. 1830 Census: 5 white, 0 slave, 2 
free black. 

Benjamin Hallowell - School principal. 
member, Alexandria Benevolent Society. 
slave, 0 free black. 

Secretary and founding 
1830 Census, 13 white, 0 

John Harper - Merchant. 
black. 

1830 Census: 9 white, 3 slave, 0 free 

Basil B. Hopkins - Member, Alexandria Monthly Meeting, 
Moved to Baltimore. Reported married out of unity, 1831. 

1827. 

James M. Hosier or Hozier - resigned from 
Meeting 1826. Wife Hannah a Quaker minister. 
joined another Society, May 21, 1829. 

Alexandria 
Wife and 

Monthly 
daughter 

Abijah Janney Flour inspector. 
Benevolent Society. 1830 Census: 
black. 

Member of 
11 white, 0 

the Alexandria 
Slave, 4 free 

J.R. Janney (Jonathan?) - Flour merchant. 1830 Census: 8 white, 
o slave, 3 free black. 

Joseph Janney - Flour merchant. 1830 Census: 10 white, 0 slave, 
2 free black. Born July 21, 1789. Died November 22, 1841. 

Phineas Janney - Merchant and banker. 1830 Census: 
slave, 4 free black. Died 1852, age 75. 

Samuel M. Janney 

3 white, o 

Samuel Janney - Founding member of Alexandria Benevolent Society. 
Published editorials in Alexandria Gazette. Active in American 
colonization Society. 

Mordecai Miller - Silversmith, merchant. 1830 Census: 6 white, 
2 slave, 2 free black. Born September 17, 1764. Died April 2, 
1832. 

Robert H. Miller - Merchant, china store. President, First 
National Bank. President, Alexandria Water Company. Brother of 
William H., son of Mordecai Miller. Member and lecturer at 
Alexandria Lyceum. Married Anna Janney, 11 children. 1830 
Census: 7 white, 0 slave, 1 free black. Freed 2 slaves, 1830. 
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1798-1874. 

William H. Miller - Furniture merchant, 
Robert H., son of Mordecai Miller. 1830 
slave, 3 free black. Partner, Mt. Hebron 
Company. 

tailor. 
Census: 

Cotton 

Brother of 
6 white, 0 

Manufacturing 

~. Morgan - Bootmaker. Disowned by Monthly Meeting for 
ln business, 1825. Reinstated, February 20, 1834. 1830 
12 white, 2 slave, 1 free black. Freed a slave, 1830. 

failing 
Census: 

Samuel Peach - Wire worker. Disowned by Monthly Meeting July 24, 
1823. 1830 Census: 5 white, 2 slave, 0 free black. 

Gerrard Plummer Flour merchant. 1830 Census: 4 white, 0 
slave, 1 free black. 

Jon. Ross - Dismissed from Monthly Meeting for doing military 
duty, December 23, 1813. 

Andrew Scholfield - 1830 Census: 2 white, 0 slave, 3 free black. 

Samuel B. Shreve - Failed in business, 1828. Absolved by Monthly 
Meeting. 

W. smith - Samuel E. smith, 1830 Census: 8 white, 0 slave, 0 
free black. 

William Stabler - Druggist. 1830 Census: 3 white, 0 slave, 1 
free black. Appointed Elder, 1834. Minister, 1845. 

Elisha Talbot or Tolbot - 1830 Census: 10 white, 0 slave, 2 free 
black. Born January 21, 1782. Died August 11, 1832. 
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Appendix VI 

Sources 

I began with research done in 1985 on the Stabler Leadbeater 
Apothecary Shop in Alexandria, Virginia for which I had traced 
the Stabler family genealogy and property transactions in 
Alexandria. This research turned up several slave transfer and 
manumission deeds that involved Edward Stabler and two of his 
children. 

Alexandria county Court House Deed Books 
I searched three deed books covering the period of May, 1826 to 
November, 1831 for all records of manumissions and sales or 
transfers of slaves. I hoped to find other transfers and manu­
missions such as those that involved Stabler. There was only one 
other similar transfer of a slave for a nominal sum. I also 
looked at the slave owners, hoping to identify any individual who 
was a Quaker, or who was involved in the manumission of a large 
number of slaves. I also looked at the witnesses to see whether 
Alexandria Quakers, particularly Edward Stabler, were active in 
encouraging manumissions during this time. I looked at whether 
there was any increased manumission activity around 1828 when 
the Alexandria Benevolent Society was organized. There were 
several Quakers involved in this activity, but no evidence that 
their activity increased during this period. 

Arlington County Court Records - Free Negro Register 
The Free Negro Register for 1797-1827 for Arlington County in­
cludes Alexandria. The Register for 1828-1841 is missing. I 
examined the Register for the years 1825-1827 to see if there 
were any Alexandria Quakers or other citizens actively involved 
in providing affidavits for free blacks. I was able to identify 
several white Alexandria residents and one Alexandria Quaker, but 
none were particularly active. 

Biographies and Autobiographies 
At the Lloyd House, the historical branch of the Alexandria 
Public Library, I found the Autobiography of Benjamin Hallowell, 
and A Memoir of the Life of Edward Stabler, written by his son, 
William. I was not able to find any aut.obiographical material 
for other Alexandria Quakers in the nineteenth century. Benjamin 
Hallowell's autobiography was helpful in suggesting places to 
look for additional information about the Alexandria Benevolent 
Society. William Stabler, in editing his father's letters, left 
out all names and included very little information about his 
family life since he was primarily concerned with documenting his 
father's religious activity. There is no information given about 
Edward Stabler's relationship with the black community except for 
the fact that a number of blacks attended his funeral. 

Petitions 
I was able to find a printed copy of the Memorial of the 
Inhabitants of the District of Columbia submitted to Congress in 
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1828 in the Congressional Serial Set at the National Archives. 
The printed Congressional documents do not include the petitions 
submitted in 1802, 1805, and 1819. I was not able to follow up 
at the Archives to see if the original documents were still in 
existence. The 1828 document included the list of signators. I 
alphabetized the list of 1056 names and compared it to the 1830 
Census for Alexandria to try to identify Alexandria residents. I 
was able to match 153 names with an additional 13 that may also 
have been from Alexandria. Many people signed using their first 
initial, which made identification difficult. There is also a 
problem with spelling. The original documents, both the Census 
and the Petition, were hand written. Whoever copied each docu­
ment probably made guesses as to a number of the names. In 
matching the names, I made some allowances for near spellings 
such as Talbot for Tolbot. 

1830 Census for Alexandria, D.C. 
I used a set of index cards prepared for Alexandria Archaeology 
that listed each head of household with the household composi­
tion, i.e., numbers of whites, slaves and free blacks. Many of 
the cards also included occupation. out of a total population of 
8241, there were 789 white male heads of households. I used this 
information to look at the people who signed the 1828 petition, 
and counted the number of signers who had slaves in their 
households, and those who did not. Only the names of the heads 
of households are given in the Census, so that it is possible 
that a number of white adult males would not be included if they 
did not maintain their own households. In addition, this is not 
an absolute indication of slaveholding because many people either 
rented slaves for their own use or rented out their slaves to 
others. However, it does show the signers with households that 
used slave labor. I looked at the occupations of those signers 
with slaves as opposed to the occupations of those without slaves 
and found no major differences. I looked at the number of slaves 
per household and found that most households had one or two 
slaves, and very few had more than four. One signer had 14 
slaves in his household. Three Quakers had slaves in their 
households. 

1834 Alexandria City Directory 
In his autobiography, Benjamin Hallowell stated that the 1828 
petition was "signed by all the judges of the courts, nearly all 
the gospel ministers in Alexandria, Washington and Georgetown, 
and over 1500 voters of the District.,,90 I used the 1834 Direc­
tory and the 1830 Census material to try to identify judges and 
gospel ministers with very little success. The Directory listed 
ministers by title, such as Rev. Mr. Davis, rather than by first 
name, so that it was not possible to make any positive identifi­
cations using this source. There were a number of ministers who 
were definitely not signers of the petition. 

Alexandria Gazette 
Benjamin Hallowell noted that Samuel Janney had published a 
series of essays in the Alexandria Gazette in 1827 and 1828 for 
the Alexandria Benevolent Society. I was able to find four of 
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the articles in searching the Gazette for January through June, 
1827. None of the articles were signed. 

Alexandria Gazette 
The Encyclopedia of American Quaker Genealogy lists Quakers by 
Monthly Meeting. I do not know how complete this encyclopedia 
is, but I was able to find the names of a number of Quakers that 
matched the information in the 1830 Census. I also found infor­
mation about individual Quakers in histories of Alexandria, and 
in several unpublished student papers on file with Alexandria 
Archaeology. 

Manumission Law 
I spent some time in the George Washington university Law Library 
looking for the manumission statutes in effect in the 1820s. The 
holdings of the library do not go back that far. 
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