
What's New

D-DAY RETURNS TO ALEXANDRIA

June 4
Market Square
2-4 p.m.
Free

The program on June 4 from 2-4 p.m. will include period swing music and exhibition dancers, static
displays and reenactors, performances by the U.S  Army Fife and Drum Corps and the Alexandria
Citizens Band, and a short formal ceremony with the mayor and city officials. 

It marks the 13th annual such celebration, planned and executed by the Alexandria-Caen Sister
City Committee. As part of Alexandria’s participation in Sister Cities International, the Alexandria-
Caen Sister City Committee promotes educational and cultural exchanges between Alexandria and
Caen, France.

Lecture: Women Spies of D-Day

June 1
Alexandria History Museum at The Lyceum
7-8:30 p.m.
$10, Tickets are available at AlexandriaVA.gov/Shop.

"A good spy is worth 20,000 soldiers!" - Napoleon Bonaparte. Dr. Kim Bernard Holien returns to tell
us how courageous Allied women provided intelligence that enabled General Eisenhower to break
through the Atlantic Wall of Hitler's Fortress Europe, liberating first Normandy, then France, and
finally all of western Europe. Dr. Holien was a professional historian with the U.S. Army for 34
years, receiving commendations from the late John Marsh, Secretary of the Army, and President
Ronald Reagan. He is the recipient of the 2008 Joseph L. Harsh History Award from the Northern
Virginia Association of Historians and the co-recipient of the 2016 T. Michael Miller Alexandria
History Award from the Alexandria Historical Society. Sponsored by the Alexandria-Caen Sister City
Committee.

Available Now

https://shop.alexandriava.gov/


Poison flower necklaces, the latest custom-designed product in Historic Alexandria’s museum
shops, are now available at the Apothecary Museum and online store. Each necklace features a
botanical drawing of a medicinal plant found in the museum’s collection, which also happens to be
poisonous in the wrong dose: poppies, foxglove, and deadly nightshade. “Apothecary Museum,
Alexandria, Virginia” is laser etched on the back of each charm to remind you of your favorite
Alexandria historic site. The stainless steel necklaces were made exclusively for Historic Alexandria
by Celestial by AJ, a small veteran-owned jewelry designer based in Texas

Upcoming Events

Alexandria Historical Society Lecture: The Jewish Community of Northern Virginia
by Susan Dilles

May 24
Alexandria History Museum at The Lyceum
7-8:30 p.m.
Free for members, $5 for non-members, Memberships can be purchased at the door

Photographs tell the story of the rich history, continued growth, and broad range of Jewish life in
Northern Virginia. They depict Jewish-owned stores and businesses, religious and social institutions,
and events that have shaped the community from the late 19th Century to the present. These rarely
seen photographs were selected from local historical archives, Jewish religious and social institutions,
and residents with deep family roots in the area. Susan Dilles has been an active member of the
Northern Virginia Jewish Community for almost 40 years, including at Congregation Olam Tikvah,
Congregation Beth Emeth, and the Pozez Jewish Community Center of Northern Virginia.

Specialty Tour: Peeling Back the Paint Layers

May 27, 9:30 a.m.
$15 per person, $12 OHA members

Explore Gadsby's Tavern Museum top to bottom, including spaces rarely opened to the public, and
understand how the buildings have changed over time. Wear comfortable shoes and bring your
camera! Tour begins in the shop of Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 N. Royal Street.

Beyond the Battlefield: A Civil War Walking Tour

https://shop.alexandriava.gov/BrowsePage.aspx?searchtype=navitem&NavItemID=6000073&removefilter=all


May 27
Lee-Fendall House Museum and Garden
10 a.m.
$15, Tickets available here

This walking tour shares the stories of soldiers, citizens, and self-liberated African Americans in Civil
War Alexandria. It covers the military occupation, the conversion of public and private buildings into
hospitals, and emancipation. 

The tour is limited to 12 participants and lasts approximately an hour and a half. Walking tours take
place rain or shine so please wear appropriate shoes and clothing. For more information, please call
(703) 548-1789 or email contact@leefendallhouse.org

Historic Garden Tour

June 3
Lee-Fendall House Museum and Garden
10 a.m.
$10, Tickets available here

Discover the history of the Lee-Fendall garden from its eighteenth-century beginnings to the present.
Learn how the use and appearance of the garden has changed over time and see recent efforts to
restore the garden and create an educational space and urban wildlife habitat. Advance ticket
purchase is required as the tour is limited to 12 participants. For more information, please call (703)
548-1789 or email contact@leefendallhouse.org

Trivia Night at Historic Sites

June 9
Lee-Fendall House Museum
7 p.m.
$10 per person, 21+ only, buy tickets here.

Staff members at Carlyle House Historic Park and the Lee-Fendall House Museum combine their
knowledge to create bi-weekly trivia nights throughout the summer in the beautiful gardens of the Lee-
Fendall House. Test your knowledge on everything from pop culture to history.

Registration must be done in advance. Limited capacity so register early!
Tickets include snacks and one complimentary drink. Additional drinks can be purchased at our bar.
Teams are limited to 6 people. Each trivia night will have a different theme.  There will be weekly prizes
for the winning team as well as a grand prize for the team that wins the most points over the entire
summer!

Civil War Camp Day at Fort Ward

June 10
Fort Ward Museum
10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Suggested donation $2 per person, $5 for families.

This annual living history event features military and civilian reenactors in camp settings in and around
the historic fort.  The program includes camp life activities, infantry and artillery drills and firing
demonstrations, equipment displays, and civilian impressions.  Among the living history units

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/beyond-the-battlefield-a-civil-war-walking-tour-of-alexandria-tickets-480524380357
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/beyond-the-battlefield-a-civil-war-walking-tour-of-alexandria-tickets-480524380357
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/historic-garden-tour-tickets-594023338797?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/trivia-nights-at-historic-sites-british-royal-history-tickets-480121595617?fbclid=IwAR1CJGjL7lVzN2XiyF7RSLcn1sgQx9sv43G_faU6ZUF4Ak18WTMQ4CfX6oE
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/trivia-nights-at-historic-sites-british-royal-history-tickets-480121595617?fbclid=IwAR1CJGjL7lVzN2XiyF7RSLcn1sgQx9sv43G_faU6ZUF4Ak18WTMQ4CfX6oE


participating are the 28th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry, Co. B, the 3rd U.S. Regular Infantry, Co.
K, and the 1st U.S. Artillery, Co. D.  

The event is weather dependent.

Specialty Tours: Colonial Herbs & Spices

June 10
Carlyle House Museum
11 a.m. & 2 p.m.
$7 per person, Registration is recommended but not required.

Colonists used herbs and spices in all aspects of their lives from cooking to medicinal. Join us in
celebrating National Herb and Spice day with our specialty tours focusing on both native and imported
herbs and spices that were used in colonial households.

Having trouble registering? Please call 703.549.2997 or email carlyle@nvrpa.org.

Historic Alexandria receives City operational funding to support its mission; however, these resources
do not cover the full scope of the department’s strategic goals and projects. Donations, special
revenue, and grant funding help supplement staff, conservation work, and educational programs.
Please consider a donation today.

Historic Alexandria Museum Hours

Alexandria Archaeology Museum 
Tuesdays–Fridays, 11 a.m. – 4 p.m., Saturdays, 11 a.m. – 5 p.m., Sundays, 1 – 5 p.m.

Alexandria Black History Museum
Thursdays & Fridays, 11 a.m.-4 p.m., Saturdays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m., Sundays, 1-5 p.m.

Alexandria History Museum at The Lyceum 
Thursdays & Fridays, 11 a.m. – 4 p.m., Saturdays, 11 a.m. – 5 p.m., Sundays, 1 – 5 p.m.

Fort Ward Museum 
Thursdays & Fridays, 11 a.m.– 4 p.m., Saturdays, 11 a.m. – 5 p.m., Sundays 1 – 5 p.m.

Freedom House Museum
Thursdays & Fridays, 11 a.m. – 4 p.m., Saturdays, 11 a.m. –  5 p.m., Sundays & Mondays, 1 – 5 p.m.

Friendship Firehouse Museum
Closed for restoration work.

Gadsby’s Tavern Museum
Thursdays & Fridays, 11 a.m. – 4 p.m., Saturdays, 11 a.m. – 5 p.m., Sundays – Tuesday, 1 – 5 p.m.

Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary Museum 
Wednesdays–Fridays, 11 a.m.-4 p.m., Saturdays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m., Sundays & Mondays, 1 - 5 p.m.

Visit our website and follow us on social media to discover new things about your hometown. For more
information, please visit alexandriava.gov/historic. Admission to City of Alexandria museums is

https://shop.alexandriava.gov/Donations.aspx
https://www.alexandriava.gov/Historic


complimentary for City residents.

THIS WEEK IN ALEXANDRIA’S HISTORY

On May 26, 1830, the United States Congress granted a Charter to the Alexandria Canal Company.
The canal was proposed earlier that year by a group of Alexandria businessmen to link the
communities of Georgetown and Alexandria, which at the time were both within the boundaries of the
District of Columbia. When completed, the Alexandria Canal crossed the Potomac River in an
aqueduct bridge between Georgetown and Rosslyn, then ran on level ground seven miles to
Alexandria, terminating in a large basin. The intent was to enhance the capacity of the Chesapeake
and Ohio Canal, discontinuing the unloading of cargo boats heading southward at Georgetown, and
allowing them to pass directly to Alexandria instead. Construction on the seven-mile canal was begun
in 1833 and continued over the next decade, lowering boats 38 feet across its course over an
aqueduct and through a series of four locks. The canal was subsequently abandoned in 1886.

UPCOMING COMMISSION AND COMMITTEE EVENTS

June 6 HARC Advocacy Committee
La Madeleine Restaurant, 500 King St.
10-11 a.m.
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