Autumn 2025 Performances

Alexandria History Museum at The Lyceum

201 South Washington Street
Alexandria, VA 22314
703.746.4994

September - November 2025

Programs are subject to change. For up-to-date information, please
contact the presenter(s). Museum-sponsored events in BOLD.

September

20 Classic Car Show, 10 a.m. — 1 p.m. in the parking lot of the museum. Co-sponsored by
Packards Virginia and the Alexandria History Museum at The Lyceum, the show wiill
feature a variety of Packards ranging from the 1930s-1950s as well as other “orphan”
vehicles that are invited to register as well. Orphan cars are any marque of vehicle built
by an out-of-business manufacturer. Inside, visit the Alexandria History Museum at The
Lyceum’s exhibits that tell the full scope of Alexandria’s rich history and enjoy the
museum shop. The car show is free. For more information, visit packardsva.org or call
703-424-5871.

24 Alexandria Historical Society lecture, “’Almost Completely Driven Out:” Housing Segregation
and Resilience in Proximity to Power” by Dr. Krystyn Moon. Alexandria has long held a
unique sociopolitical position due to its proximity to the nation’s capital. Dr. Moon will
discuss this previously unexplored relationship which had such a profound impact on
African Americans' access to schools, transportation, and other resources in comparison to
other southern towns and cities. Proximity to Power examines the history of Alexandria’s
African American community from the mid-nineteenth century to the twenty-first century,
focusing on its dynamic relationship with the federal government before, during, and after
the Civil War. Her work highlights the long-standing advocacy and agency of Alexandria’s
Black residents, adding further nuance to our understanding of the relationship between
race and place. Krystyn R. Moon is a professor in both the History and American Studies
program at the University of Mary Washington. Her teaching and research include US
immigration history, popular culture, race and ethnic studies, foodways, gender and
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http://www.packardsva.org/

September

25

October

10

sexuality, and consumerism. She is the author of several articles, essays, reviews, and blogs
on American immigration history and ethnic identity. For more information, visit
sites.google.com/view/alexandria-historical-society/events. Free for members / S5 for non-
members.

Lecture by Tom Young, author of the historical novel about the French Resistance during
World War Il, The Mapmaker. Resistance operative Charlotte Denneau has critical targeting
information for the Allies, and the Gestapo knows it. On the run across occupied France,
she must prioritize her mission over the lives of the agents and civilians she needs to aid her
escape. Germans are taking down Resistance networks with disastrous results. Agents are
being arrested, tortured, questioned, and turned. Charlotte communicates in coded radio
calls to London; well aware the enemy is always listening. More than anything, she must
find a flight out—before the Nazis drag her to an interrogation chamber. Tom Young served
in Afghanistan and Irag with the Air National Guard. He has also flown combat missions to
Bosnia and Kosovo, and additional missions to Latin America, the horn of Africa, and the Far
East. In all, Young logged nearly 5,000 hours as a flight engineer on the C-5 Galaxy and the
C-130 Hercules, while flying to almost forty countries. Tickets are $15, $12 for Office of
Historic Alexandria members and volunteers at Alexandriava.gov/Shop.

T

Lecture: George Washington and Slavery by Dr. Peter Henriques, 7-9 p.m. Volunteers
George Washington was the only Founder to present a plan to free his enslaved workers,
but he lived with slavery and off slavery throughout his life. In this assessment of
Washington and slavery, Professor Henriques attempts to examine the dilemma
Washington (and the nation) faced and what his actions, or lack of actions, reveal about
the man and the country he founded. After the lecture, he will sign copies of his new book
George Washington: His Quest for Honor and Fame in the Museum Shop. Tickets are $15,
$12 for Office of Historic Alexandria members and volunteers at Alexandriava.gov/Shop.
Proceeds benefit the Historic Alexandria Museums.

Friday Morning Music Club concert, 3 p.m. The program will include:

Lukas Foss: Three American Pieces and Eldin Burton: Sonatina. Susan Hayes, flute;
Jeongseon Choi, piano.

Alexander Scriabin: Sonata #5. John Earle, piano.

Pyotr llyich Tchaikovsky: Souvenir d’un lieu cher. Eunju Kwak, violin; Jeongseon Choi, piano.

Traditional Music Series concert featuring the Critton Hollow String Band. Since 1975, the
Critton Hollow String Band has brought traditional American music to audiences

throughout the United States, Canada, Japan, Ireland, and Scotland. With fiddle, hammer
dulcimer, banjo, and guitar, the band tends a stable of songs from the first settlements of
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October

16

18

19

20

22

Appalachia to the best of contemporary American folk music. The three members of the
band - Joe Herrmann, Sam Herrmann, and Joe Fallon - combine precise instrumentation,
melodic interplay, and three part harmony to create a warm and engaging sound. Free
snacks / beer and wine for sale. Tickets are $28, $10 ages 17 and under at
https://ticketstripe.com/CrittonHollow. Your name will be on a check-in list at the door.
Co-sponsored by the North American Morris Dance Organization and the Office of Historic
Alexandria. For more information, direct questions to alex@morrisdance.org.

Lecture, “Viking Origins” by Dr. Jennifer Paxton. Details TBD. Tickets are $15, $12 for office
of Historic Alexandria members and volunteers at Alexandriava.gov/Shop. Co-sponsored by
the Alexandria-Caen Sister City Committee and the Alexandria Sister Cities Committee.

Join the Auxiliary Improv for a night of hilarious improv games and scenes — all created on
the spot by audience suggestions! 8 p.m. Tickets are free, with a $10 suggested donation at
eventbrite.com.

“Une Belle Melange — Lovely Music for a Sunday Afternoon” free chamber music concert, 4
p.m. presented by the Alexandria Chamber Music Society. The program will include a
Beethoven trio for piano, clarinet, and cello; Rachmaninoff cello sonata; a string quartet by
Luigi Boccherini; a concerto for strings by Antonio Vivaldi; and more! The concert will be
free with no tickets required, but seating may be limited. Children are most welcome! There
will be free coffee, donated by Misha’s. AlexandriaChamberMusic.org.

Alexandria Association lecture, “The Federal Architecture Wars” by Catesby Leigh. Light
refreshments at 7 p.m. in the lecture hall; lecture at 7:30 p.m. Since the latter days of the
first Trump Administration, Uncle Sam's architectural patronage has been vigorously, and
sometimes rancorously, debated. The President's controversial proposal for a 90,000-
square-foot ballroom addition to the White House has reignited debate over classicism's
appropriateness for the design of new federal buildings, including courthouses and agency
headquarters. Daniel Patrick Moynihan's Guiding Principles for Federal Architecture of 1962
opened the door to a prolonged modernist hegemony that Trump first sought to disrupt
with an executive order that called for government patronage prioritizing classical and
traditional styles. Catesby Leigh has advocated for the continuity of classical design in our
federal architecture, arguing that modernist federal buildings tend to be aesthetically
unsatisfying or repellent, while also presenting structural performance problems in many
instances. The fact remains that the nation's cultural elites tend to espouse what they
consider progressive aesthetics that are at odds with architecture's humanistic heritage.
Leigh will survey the history of federal patronage and take a look at current controversies,
including the White House addition. Please register guests with
president@alexadnriaassociation.org. Suggested contribution for guests attending a one-
time lecture is $10.

Alexandria Historical Society lecture, “Golden Grantees Panel: What They Did with Our 50t
Anniversary Grants.” The AHS GOLDEN GRANTS Program was established to commemorate
the 50th Anniversary of AHS in 2024. The Program continues this year as the AHS History
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26
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November

Grants Program. These competitive awards are designed to support historical research and
interpretation projects relating to Alexandria and Northern Virginia history. Funding comes
from the AHS Endowment Fund, which was established explicitly to support publications,
awards, and grants. In awarding funds, AHS prioritized detailed, well-defined projects that
can be shared with the public. The results of each of these projects will be announced as
they become available and a Panel consisting of 2024 Awardees will discuss their results at
an October event. For more information, visit sites.google.com/view/alexandria-historical-
society/events. Free for members / $5 for non-members.

“The Ghost Lady: Spooky Stories for the Family.” Bring the whole family for traditional ghost
stories with an Alexandria twist! Leigh Jameson is The Ghost Lady, bringing decades of
storytelling experience to the Lyceum just in time for spooky season. Her tales are perfect
for younger ears — a bit of mystery, a bit of history, and hauntings that tickle the nerves
rather than taunt the nightmares. Settle in for an evening of seasonal family fun! Tickets are
only $10. Doors open at 4:30p; performance 5-6p. An adult must be present with their
children. Advance tickets are available at ticketleap.events/tickets/the-history-
warehouse/the-ghost-lady or cash at the door. Seating is limited. In partnership with The
History Warehouse.

Poe in Alexandria returns to The Lyceum! Don't miss two unforgettable evenings with
America’s earliest master of the macabre - Edgar Allan Poe! Actor David Keltz returns to
The Lyceum’s lecture hall to re-create Poe’s visit to Virginia in 1849, shortly before his
death. Individual works performed each year vary, but the program always includes
critical reviews, two chilling stories, and well-known poems “The Raven” and “El Dorado.”
Mr. Keltz’'s performance has been lauded by The Poe House and Museum in Baltimore,
The Poe Museum in Richmond, and the Poe National Historic Site in Philadelphia. Tickets
are $25, $20 for Office of Historic Alexandria members and volunteers. 120 maximum
seating capacity, purchase tickets at AlexandriaVA.gov/Shop. Doors at 7:30 p.m.,
performance 8-9:15 p.m., each night. A cash or credit bar (wine and beer) will be available
as well.

e

Traditional Music Concert Series featuring House of Hamill. Rose Baldino (fiddle), Brian
Buchanan (guitar/fiddle), and Caroline Browning (bass/mandolin) make up House of
Hamill. Whether they’re ripping through a set of original jigs and reels, adding lush three-
part harmonies into traditional folk ballads, or cracking up an audience with stories from
the road, House of Hamill puts on a show that captivates audiences from the very first
note. Doors open at 6 p.m., concert begins at 6:30 p.m. Free snacks / beer and wine for
sale. Tickets are $28, $12 ages 12-17 at ticketstripe.com/houseofhamill. Your name will
be on a check-in list at the door. Co-sponsored by the North American Morris Dance
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November

Organization and the Office of Historic Alexandria. For more information, direct questions
to alex@morrisdance.org.

7-9 Alexandria Film Festival. The 19th annual Alexandria Film Festival will take place November
6-9, 2025. Venues and ticket availability will be announced in the coming months. The
Alexandria Film Festival, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, brings high-quality short and
feature-length films, documentaries, filmmaker panels, and arts presentations to the port
city of Alexandria, Virginia and beyond. The festival highlights the talents of local, national,
and international filmmakers in an acclaimed travel destination within eyesight of the
nation’s capital. The festival is supported by a grant from the Alexandria Commission for
the Arts and the City of Alexandria, as well as by numerous individual and corporate
sponsors. Follow the festival on Facebook, X, and Instagram for updates. Use the hashtag
#AlexFilmFest to discuss films online.

17 Alexandria Association lecture, “Riotous Prints and Seditious Pots: Political Radicalism in the
Fine and Decorative Arts on the Eve of the American Revolution,” by Patrick Mullins. As we
reflect on the 250th anniversary of the start of the Revolutionary War, we tend to think of
the Revolution as originating from philosophical arguments about rights and sovereignty
made in political pamphlets by enlightened American statesmen. But the American
Revolution originated through a variety of cultural forms, including visual and material
culture, produced in England as well as America. On both sides of the Atlantic, patrons,
activists, and producers—including Thomas Hollis, Benjamin Franklin, Paul Revere, and
Josiah Wedgwood—used the fine and decorative arts to engage the emotions of middle-
class consumers, including women. Images could amuse, anger, and inspire, moving
ordinary people to political action more effectively than abstract arguments. Through fine
art works like sculptures and paintings, consumer goods like punchbowls and tea pots, and
above all, mass-produced prints, English and American radicals mobilized a large swath of
the public in Britain and the colonies against the king’s policy, deploying images in the war
of words which contributed to the outbreak of war itself. Light refreshments at 7 p.m. in
the lecture hall; lecture at 7:30 p.m. Please register guests with
president@alexadnriaassociation.org. Suggested contribution for guests attending a one-
time lecture is $10.

23 Friday Morning Music Club concert, 3 p.m. The program will include:
Antonin Dvorak: Moravian Duets. Nancy MacArthur Smith, soprano; Stephanie Kruskol,
mezzo soprano; Lisa Bloy, piano.
Dmitri Shostakovich: Piano Trio in E minor, Op. 67. Deborah Chen, violin; Marion Richter,
cello; Chen-li Tzeng, piano.
Claude Debussy: 3 Preludes: La puerta del vino; La sérénade interrompue; Les collines
d'Anacapri. Charles Timbrell, piano.

For reasonable disability accommodation, contact jim. holloway@alexandriava.gov or 703.746.4994, Virginia Relay 711.
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